
no one in th::..t ll'Jl::.Je th.:-:.. ·:; nic:tr~ otL2r than Sam 

Sheppard <.:.nd his sc::i ,, Crdp , um' }:arilyn. 

T~c cvic!G_ c e i-Jill sho:1 b2yond cmy 1·00..son­

a.ble coubt tha t o:J. t:":e Do::r1 ing of' July l:,tl: ,, tha t 

iritentionc.l_y, ~::i.-:i 1,::-,liciousl y killed hiz 1·1:.t.fe ,, 

Marilyn ShG~p&~ l . 

T!ill C c:;-:ST: Cm.:mnelcr R.."':.iley 

or Sh<::rma.r..? 

L~dies and gentlemen, 

just as Mr. Corri,:z:.n :prefaced his opening statm:'le1:t 

't·1ith some ex_Jle.J:.2-tion.,, I th-; nk ! should do the sci.z.'le 

first. 

I adopt ar:' endorse the thiner;; he told 

you about t! e proccdm·e, 't·Jhich is going to be follm·rn 

in this tr ial ~nd the order i n i:Jhich things i·1ill be 

dong" · and a.l;::;o his statement that t1hat we tell you 

here is not evidence . 

It is an outline, th::: f'ra.'Uewo::.~k in ,.;Lich 



you Day :fit tho c'!i8c~~c '·, c..s it co:::es oi' ten disjointGd _, 

to a pa~te:c;-i. 

c ase 'liJith con.trol of' .. ~ , ·""\ \> .. ... _ tha "i~ is to s&y, 

ecution ~ill sub~i~ ic evidence t~at the defe.oe 

would .submit ii' it h.::..d to go f'i::c:3t ~ 

d"ictions t hG dr;fcn:::;2 counsel doe;:; not tell t he jury 

what he e1~pect ::i to prosr:nt until the prosecutim:. is 

th:;:ou,sh w:!..th its CG.Ge, in this one defensa counsel 

b0gi..~s right at th bzginning before any evidence 

is r.ee.rd 0 

So · nust tc::ll you in a ll fairness timt 

our exp.::cta.tioi.1s for the pi1 oci.uc tion of evidenc\;: ai·e 

conditiona l to so::.!o ext"ent en "t·.hat the State produces 

and 'l:Jh~t "t::e feel should be explained or rebutted 

I~m·1, 90%, 90% of w~.:.at Mr. Co::rigan has 

jus t told you of the fa.c t ·s he has jus t outl:L"'led to 

you ar0 undispu~cd . 



hc::..ving in mind ·;;h.u,., you <::.:·;:; inc .... nVGl ie;1ccd in this 

c1ef'ense is not rscir:,6 to 1-:.J,r.;'Cc ycu r ti1::ic b:;,• i'o:·ci ·8 

the State of Oi:ic to pi·c-;.·c t' in,sz that -:·;e a.re 

So 10t th3re be no mistake~ t~ere i s no 

c ertainly by a ~1 1.:t:.::.n b;;:lng, o:: t\e r,:ornirig of' July l: ·c:: 

1954. 

There ig no dicpute that the pTimary 

cause cf he:z;· de:::. th 1:::::.s a nun b~r of blm·Js ';;o the h :.::a:1; 

hew .many i·Je thinl<: doe::::.n 't r1at t e :q a number of blc113 

to the h 02acl by :::02;;; instrument and whether it 

the concussj.0::1 o:.:· <.:.::;p!1:/xie;i;2.cn in her ci.m blood --

thatrs what killed h~r o 

Tnc;re :lz !"lo dispute ·i;hat she dies betue.en 

12 :30 or thei·eabouts 't'Jhen she ~-Jas seen a l ive, and 

cal.led. 

is no dizputc that the defendant 

ho:.:z th::::.t night, and was l ast 

seen sleeping; o· v.. ;: couch adjc:ccn-1~ to the stairway 
,. 

to t he cecond floor just descz-ibcd. 

~.:r. Co:·::i_:::...::'l h;;.s oi.:tli::<3d :for you the 
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story t h::.t tho a~fcn~[;.~t gci.v~ ~o the !)OJ. ice and to 

I 't'lill reit~·~r::.-;to,, he :::,.'.lid that ha was nleeping, 13 

docs ne t k..."l.m·J the 'Gbe, but at sonc tir.1e he hee1·d 

a cry or a. chant or something tha.t awakened hin, a nd 

he ra..11. to t~e top o:r the s t~::!..rn, stairs 1·1hich u ill be 

described in evio.e .. ce and \·1hich you h~v~c seen in · 

order to cn:;.b.:..e you to unde:rztn.nd th:lt ei~·id ence. 

Es ::s.5..d t:ha.t i:l::cn he arriv0d 2.t the top 

of the st1i:"s h:- ;;as clobber:ad,, t o us~ his t·:o1·cs_, 

that i s to sc..y ; e tr ck with ~omethi.ng or by sorr.G­

thing :i by sc1:2::bcdy, and th2.t he became unconscious. 

How long h:::: ~w.s unconscious •;Je don 1 t tr ... ow. 

At ~c::-:c poir..t he regained ~0:1::iciousness, 

atmke, end his .: .. :ct"'nt ion \ms attracted ·(:;o the glint 

of a badge lyin3 p inned to his i-mllet on the floor 

near his body, near the dcor to thG bedroom en the 

second floo1· of tl;at house, because S""m Sheppard 

was the pvlice nurgeon for E-o..y Village:. 

Ee- heard a ncice en the .first floor, 

a.'1d in his t;3fucdled con 'iticn ran do•:m thG stz..irs 

and perceived or -eau somethi:1g going out the door, 

not to L~ke Road_, but to L&l;:.2 Erie . 

r.d he c.1&.sed th:;;.t soncthing . :re ch;iseC. 

it a cro:: z t'.:t :: l :-/.l!l ....r..d do·.:I! the s t i:;;ps, ~Jhich \·Jill b~ 
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and [irap;leC. o:c f'ct~_::·:~:c, c.!lc1 lost consciousness once 

again. 

f-.J.:d t~_c:t i·:l18n hG a~ ;<::..l':: ·:::: _ Gd just at abcut 

do:im bet-;12.sn .:::: : 30 G,nd c~· 41.rte:;..· of 6: 00 on the morning 

9~ :[u")..lf ~·a J.~;;L!. ~ 1-:.:c: •;:i.n ha.lf :!.n and pg.lf oyt q;b' ~P 

water of L2ke E:.·:..e:> lying in th,:: so.nd on the beach, 

wM.ch yoJ. -,;:'!..11 ?i.e.:-~:: cc.;:::c:r ibcd :::a being s cra .... r.·1h~t 

;....,.1d l::: ::.:m up to ·;;r.e houce and examined 

his .wife w:.d ~~·c hiz l:nc~ c...::;e..ins t the bed, and he 

found th~~t he could pc:::·cciv3 no pulse. 

So S::.;·1 S):Wp:_Jr:rd l:Gnt to the telephone. 

:e di:J not cc.ll ·:;he police . He called a ~ 1··hc 

lived t·.;o doorn ai;;o.y :> ~·:hich hcuse \'Jas viewed by you, 

a..ri.d :ta s~i 1 th.as3 ·;mi·dc > h'"" said, 11Spen, com.::: quick:> 

I thi.11.k t t:eyi .e !dllzd Narilyr:. 11 11 ! think they 7 v3 

killed !&rilyn. :i 

The o 1i<.l<:)i:'!C"~ 't'"ill shm·i thn.t J. Spencer 

Houk, who 11:::..t.'l e. butcL -·1· shcp in Bay Villa~e, and 

was its !·!ayor, rccciv~ • th2-t call and did in i'act 

recognize &:..n S~e~p~r· cs voice, a~d believed the 

?he cvi e:1Cc u ill shoiJ that Spencer Houk 
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1-!e aroused 11:!-s ·circ v r·:e r .. ~t walk. ncross t::e 

at t!le: ho-..:se h:: st::'lt his uife up to see r.!:J.rL.yn 

ShGppe.rdo 

Or •·.1.i.. . .... ·i"'.l"'.CJ.-· ii.!. , .. -.n 1" · ··- ..... ; 11 +h,.,,;"~ 
\ """' 1w J. • ...:.s ~ ·.,_ \.,; 0 - v .... .__"'""" . 

Houk. had vi0v;~d th3 butch.e l.·8d body on thG bed, 

they then c~l - eC the police, .s:.nd they t:.1.lkcd to 

which you v1ill ho:i.:.~ about. 

T~'lcn fi:'.~st cc.me the police oi' Bay -ille.gs 

cf his family, 2.l_ of' ish.0:1 you will hca.:z- a:i.~c brotl1crs, 

~nd at t ha.t t ire..:: futl er, o.11 of' tl"!em doctors as '\.Jell. 

':!:here 1':el·e, the evice!lce 't-J:'.!.11 shop 1·1ith-

St.opp~rd, ar:-:: 110 ua.s '1clcing his neck~ {indie:a tina;) 

one or mc~e of th~ brothers, he 'i.~as to..kcn to tl'"?.e 

I 
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they pre.ct iced 2.~d. d2..6 nurge_·y. 

Hospital · .e 1·~..:.~s ·c:-::·e~t~d ~nd X-:r·aycd ,, the resultB 

and interroe;o.t,::d,, m:.d the rE:sults c:f that interro-

i:;ithcut dezc :cibiP..&; all of th& rc0oicc:._. 

Tucson, Arizo~1~, tr.s de:fense ~?ill p;,·cduce a 

neurologint n<::.r.~.:;d Cl'l::i.:rlec EU~i.i:a _., 'l.':ho h::i.d e:xar.i incd 

Sam She~~.ard ::ev~r3.l 'vines a:ft zr this incident, 

a.nd in d · te..il,, <:!.nd a~ u.1 e:-:p~::t neu?olcgist he "Jill 

tell you th1'G he 1·:a~ able to m.'.1ke fill ex3.mi~~cion 

for injury ·co tl:e brain or nervous syst0:1,, the 

syn:ptor:1s oi' 't'Jhich Co...."lnot ba cent rolled or fe.ked _., 

and that he four-d a sericus i~jury to the spin~l 

co1·d inflicted in the bac't of th·3 neck of the 

You 1.Jill he2.r e'1id0~ce th~t X- ·ay 

showad a chip;::i1..~. fr~c ·cu:re of the 3rd ce:i.·vical 

vei·teorao 

!ou i.·Jill h:;a1~ evide-1 ce that his teet . 



11 ' :? --·...; -

in shock. 

Sheppc.<..rd house :, as It!.·. Corr i g::;;,n h:~s s:z.id ., the 

th.e personnel frc::1 t:::io office of: t he Sl1cri:ff', · 

and others :f::o:.1 . th:~ office of the County Coroner, 

mo.ny many pcopl.;3. 

You ~i_l :ind t~at t~ere ~er~ footprint~ 

on the beuch,, 2.ul t _::;i.t none cf these 'i::e :;.·::; idc:i1ti?:i.(;:::1. 

You t::Lll ·"~n.: inde&d thut the::>e 'l·Jo..s no 

fo:rcible si~; o-Z e~~:c!'y i: to th:i..t house on th~t day,, 

becauee no f o:rcibl ·:::: ~ntry \·1.:is r:i.ade . 

~!1c1·e i :::; some cvicence t~o.t you may 

hec.r and I wi_l not desc:r i".:ie to you now f'cr r easons 

t hat 't·iill b-:;come apparent if it is nccesse.ry to 

produce it.~; but th.G e1ric1ence tJill show, as Mr. · 

Corriga n h~s a.lr.sc~ay sa:i..d> tr.at 1.:arilyn Shepp2.rd 

retired th~t n:'...3ht i·1it1 a pail' of t i-10-:picce pajc.::-.c..s> 

and that t>~hen ::-i.er body was fo~nd the loi·:er or pant 

part of th2 p2.j.2.!:I8,8 1·1as off cne leg but net ripped, 

and that the up~er oT· j~ckat portion of the p~ja~as 

was pushed up but not ripped . 

The~e will be evidence that as police 

nurgeon, ~nc :;.::d-;ed o..s a ct,:::-3zon in general, it iJO.s 
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often n 1..: ce::s~:.7 fer 8:.::1 Shcpp2.rd to go out lc:i:tc 

at night on e::lCl\SC::::.ciez. he did c c 

his hcus.e a i.:. ~::·:.; bi1:.·:.1 ins c . .::;:z~s t his xeturn, an1 

light meant,, t?:.z:.t Sa:n mis not at hoi~C o 

tha hours of n:'..J;:: i~Ji.t o.nd dc:::1 c~1 J :.ly 4t l-: , a cs.:r 

t h::t 

has tl·m cnt:.·c..:'!C·3.J, cne on Lake Roe.d and or.e fa.c 11!3 

La.lte Eric. 

!~d tl:s.t upon cnterins; the: house in 

order to tc:.ke the ::hm.·:e:st :.-cute ·;;o tl::e second 

floor, it i s possible to turn left D...."'ld go directly 

through the kitchen, t.:p to 3. cnnll land.inc; a..'1.d 

then .dircct_y up tl:o stc.i?.s · and you will infer, 

far:liliar with th;; l~ouse ~:ot:ld tal\.e t hat route .. 

Th~ c-..:·:'..c.enc~ uill show, ladic:s and 

gentle:!:en, and I do not sugg-Jst to you that the 

I' 
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r.· to solve this cn. !'.". .::.1 bzcs,uac 1:s- only d~fend ~ 

Sheppard ; ~ut t:.-;.o cvi'"'cncG ~·;ill eh:::rt'7 thc.t somco-:e 

Sheppard.:> a rid thi!:: is tr..e onl~r tLing i n Mx . Cor -

riga."l t s st.'.1·::cY.:~ :: ·(; I contradict. 

Scr::.~onc e lse -:·:as tr..~re ,- scr1:e adult 

human be i ng, \':~0 't'J~.c u,. in that i-con, .. ·and t-Jho 

killed ?.~arilyi.: S.:-,p;:::a::d fo1· l"C~scn~ th~t may be-

come app<:..l'C:r!t ·"·o ~rcu a.::; the cc.~e unfolds . 

Th'3 c7Ecncs 1·;ill sho;·J to your t~t is-

faction t hat this ims no str·~mse intrude1· , but 

soraeone t·Jho c ame through an unlocked d~or er had 

a key, a.11d had hs one fer sor::e ti~1e . 

You :·1ill l >e:i.rn as tl::e testi!!!cny i s 

r e9o:cted to JOU by th.:; sever~- 't'?itncsses that 1·iill 

appear, t hat r:i.c.:!:~y i::.v;:;::tig~;tors loo!rnd over t .. e 

premises of the S~C))arcJ house . But that no de-

t a iled i..'1VG:"..tiea.t ion of' the r:rnrder :room, a s I i'Jill 

cD..11 it :fer t __ e b~-~nce of' t his procecdir.g, t he 

room ~·1hc:re: Har:L~rn S' eppc:.rd 'l:JQS f ound , her bedroom, 

't'J&S conducted until Dcce"'!lbar of 1954 , a t ·which 

ti~e a oan ~·i:10 ·:::ill co::.lG t o tez t i fy i n t h is court 

fro::1 C~lifo:·ni~, e.2 University of California a..t 

Eerl~eley , a c:.:i::.:inolor;ist ui .... h great expe1·iencc 

and qualificc.~.:.c:1s , ~:hose nane iz P;:i.ul Lcl z.nd Kir k, 

1 , -::-2.•. --- . 



1135 

the authoritiez~ 

Th~.-:; ho founci thiz roo2 as it existed 

on thz r.iorni:·.g c::? July l.!-th to be spe.:'-te1·ed 1'Ji'ch 

blood. 

?'lot cnly f'rc:-~ t .. : ~::p::.ct of thQ ;·:ea.pen on fle:::l'l 

'·:ev..pon bleed S~:) '.::~tcrs r::c=.ro· •.. ade upon tl1e walls 

and ceiling 'of th.0 ::.·oar.; :..r:.d f::.·on the~e ar~d other 

physical evidence in that l·cc;-;:. ;·:e ·,·:ill to a large 

extent, ·with the e~1ic1ence in this courtroom 
\ 
~ .. 

reconstl.·uct th::i.t crir.;e. 
\ •'\ 

You '\?ill be; shm•~'l t hat the shc.pe and ' \ 

\ ' .: 
size cf spots o ·· blood h itting the 1·1all and then 

\ \ 

sliding out lcavir!,'.3 a trail, b.:;cause of the velocity \\ 
' I 

and direction frc::.'l ·.'1h ich they came, will indicate \ \ 
'1 '.'. ; . 

that Ma::.•ilyn s:!el?pa:--d · ·i.:>.;, ltilled with a weapon 

app:rn:::cima tGly tulv~ -· r~chG3 in l ength, with a 
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which could very pc ~~;:;ibl~-' r:ave been 3. :flushlight 

for the purpos:::s of' t!:"d~ cri...-1.e, ~nd ·was stn:mg by 

a perso~ i '1hose :ptys:l. al ntr:::ngth ~·~o.s co:npo.tible 

with that cf' a uo~.: :mo 

Jl..i1d tl:::; r;7:!.c ~r~ce 'N ill how th3.t Doctor 

old man. 

Doctor J_i:: s: lson lJho P~-·form.ed the 

autopsy on ~1arilyn Sheppard,, 11ill testif'y before 

ycu and b!'ing photoQ;::-2.ph~ of .tcr skull, ·which you 

may exazui!:.c and ce'i~e1~wL·le for yourselves,, ·uhic!'.l is 

your pcwer a..1c1. cuty, the st::-en~tb. of' the blows 

that descended upon th1t skull Ci1 the rr.orni.ng of 

the murder of I~ ..... :rilyn Shcp:,?ard. 

ThG evidence ·\·Jill sho1:J that \·Jhen Doctor 

Sam Shappa!'d a'irn~ ·; 01· :regained consciousness on 

the floor of the bedroc~ ~Jhere his dead 'l·Jife lay, 

his ".·Jallet \·Jr~s out of his pants, and his p ocket was 

ripped doun about th:cce inches ,, and that a key chain 

had been reno "G fm·c i bly f:rc:n that pocket ca.using 

the rip. 

:c:~e :;vi 6er.ce 't'?ill s::10·~i that adjacent 
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to t .e unl kn.:.y ac·i~n tc tt~ bec:..e;h , "!':hich you trave:r.sc;d 

which h.::.d been unc1 by this rlef'e~cant to '·eep '1 i s 

outboard r.:iotor tcols in ,, bu t i·;hich en this xno!'ri .:ng 

contained so::1c je:;cL·y, c.nd the evidence will make 

green bag 't'IC.8 foun.j by the s on c :f J. e Spencer Houk, 

~·ms sufficie;::.tly cl .:::c to t he i:oddo:l s tep .. to !·ave 

been disc~:rd~d by ~c~conc in fli~ht . 

You l·dll l:o.Vt::;i :.. am sure, pllotog:cu.~')ts 

resurrecting tl:..:: scene, aft e _· tl"!ese t welve yea1·s , 

taken at t e tim;; by t .. e inv.:.s t igatc1·s i L' 7 estig:rGin.g 

this murder, ar:~ y u \'dll hav~ evidence frora a r..!an 

whose specialty is fin3\:l'printing ~ who d us ted t h i s 

house for pril1'~E, using one method but r e:frainina; 

from usins anot:-~ .:. ::.",, bec2.us.a i n s o · doine h e will t ell 

you he might ha.v.:! inte_•f'ered i:1 i th s ome of the bl ood 

evidence, chemical tests. 

And hG 1vill te_l ~/OU he found no fin0.ar­

prints, bu t he found littl e s cra tches on various 

sul"i'aces cot"t,?atibl·::: ·11ith a wipi.'18 by £on e rag 011 

cloth, :from ;;hich you will f i nd as a fact that 

someone did 1·1ipe fingm~pz-int,P i n the house cf Sam 

Sheppard en the r:c:i.·ni ng of July 4th , s omeon who 

couldn't affoTd to h~ve finger~r~n~ s fou nd in that 
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i'iill :find she put U.9 . Yo u will hear tha evidence 

o'!: her condit :l.o .• 

You 'i: :i .... ::!. find thc:.t U .o T- $hi::'.; which 

found. 

But yo'J i.-Jill hear th:;t the:; trc.uscrs 't·:~1..:.c:h 

he wao wearin.::; ~?he:.1 thc-y l eft ~n .... uh!ch he still ,ad 

on i·1hen the Iiouh:s and lo.t0r the police a1~rived , 

as well a s Li3 bor1y, r..i:.d no blood, cxcep t for 0~1e 

stain on the kne5 , d iluted t-1it L. :·1ater,, 1·1hich the 

evidence 1iJill shci1 ~ot tl:".ere l ·1hen he cam.a up f1· c::i 

the lake where he w.d b(;G!1 l~·ing half in &'1d h.::i.lf 

out of' the uate:c ~·;ith ,_, _e lci·1e2· 0xtremities submergGd,, 

and he put his lrnGe a..:;:ainzt t he bed as hG felt for 

his wife's pulse. 

You :Ji_l ±'ind t: ut the police in the 

course of their i~wostiga.tions took custody of' the 

cl ethos in 't lhich h.c -:·:::.s fcund, and had t.1em e:im.r:1:L"'l.cd 



Of these trOUS(;:rS_, i;;h.:.ch S.:.m 1::..;.s 1·JeariJ.1_:; 1:.ihen the 

Aherns l e f·c and tr..e f:o-:.::ks 2.:::dved,, there i::Jas sand 

which was washed in there littlE; by little as he 

J.ay unconscious ha.lf i::l ar~d half out of' the wate2· . 

/l..nd you uill !lcar evidence tha.t when 

he arrived E:.t the Bay View I-Ios!)ital his :feet and 

other p~rt s of his oody ~ere puckered up, as in 

your COLl.'IJlcn e::i:p0ri~:nc0 you hz.ve observad when ci. 

portion of t he hu:-.1a.n body stays in wate:i.~ f or a 

length of t i!:m. 

It _<::.s been su~g.e::>ted that the evidence 

11111 show i-!arilyn Shepp.9.l&d died bet1"1een three a::.d 

four o'clock. Hhetb.E":r o. not that is true the 

defense will not dispute. 

We ~·J ill no·c be able to give you any 

evidence as to the tirr.e that th~se things happened 

except that they happened after 12 :30 and before 

quarter of si.x . 
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Lc:.dies ar:.d gentlemen, although it i s not 

the obli gation of the defense to coma forward 1,1ith 

any more evidence than is necessary to satisfy you 

of the defenda...~t's innocence, this is a search for 

truth, which is t he highest calling in a jury trial, 

and there \·1 111 be a great deal of circunstantial 



consider it clo3ely., 'l:il:sn this tl·ia.l is concluded 

and you .a.va hs<::,rd :ill th::..t both sides can brin~ 

you, you will be sa.t icfiE:Ci th:;:,t Sam Sheppard cU·'n rt 

kill his wife, a!1d you uill h2.Ve a pretty good idea 

who did. 

Th...:. CO:DT: Counszlor Corriga n 

or Spellacy, a~c you ready with your first wit~ess? 

MR . COL IGA:~ : The State \·1111 call 

Don Ahern. 

TE12: COURT: BG at ease, ladies 

and gentleman, 'llfrlile •.:1e are ai;aiti.vig the : arrival 

of the 't·Jitness. 


