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Mrs . Blauman, kindly , . 
~ 

take the witn0s:; box, and be seated, if you ·will, 

please. 

- - -

of the prosp.;;cti~.J~ jury panel,, having been 

previously swc::cn,, uas c::imr.1inod and testi:fied 

en voir dire, as folloi•JS: 

Good morning, 

Mrs. Blaur:'.lc.n Q 

Good morning• 

!-h·s . Blauman, are 

you e bit nervous? 

A little bit .. 

~·Tell, you just 

your puree ulonsside your chair th~re,, and make 

youl·self cc!:1i'o:r·(;a.ble ;; and kc,ap your voice at a 

point, if you i:Jill, please, H:=-s . Blauman:, so 

that 11!'. nor::ito "t·;ho sits befo::ca you can hea:r 

you, and that Counselo:::.-s an" each :p\;r~cr at 

Ccunselor 1 s tQble can hear you, and that each 

person in t he roo!l can hear you; 1·1ill you do 

that? 

Yes , sir. 

1: 
" \ 

.. 
' 

\ 

•\ 
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You a~e going to 

have to c!o nuc::. :..:.;;tter ths.n the last response. 

I will try. 

TlIE COTBT: And remember 't\lhen 

you are mal:-:.ing your ai.1s1:Jers to the questions that 

the lawyers .ey put to you, that you are under 

oath, !fl.rs. Bl~urJ3.ll . 

Yez , sir. 

TliE C Ot;l\ T: .nd keep your voice 

up, \·1ill you do th:-.. t, please? 

lfilS • BL!'tU2-IAW : Yes, si1". 
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T!i:S C OlJT.T: T'nank you. Cow: :::;elor 

Corrigan or S~Gllacy? 

YOIR LL1.E ~'Cr-'U.:IlU.TION .OF WANDA .G. BL.Ii.mW! 

By Mr. Corrigan : 

Q Pi.rs . Blaur:1:>..n, good and loud now, will you tell us 

your full n<l!'.'.le? 

A Wanda Blan:1an . 

Q '.' Spell y ou1· last naTiie. 

A B-1-a-u-m- a - n .. 

Q Where C.o you live , ~f.rso Blauman? 

A 7116 I V1J Avenu~. 

Q . HotJ long have you lived at tha.t address? 

A Nine Y·~a-:cs. 

. ' 

\ 

\ 
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Q Uhere did ;y-cu live prior to living on Ivy? 

A 7130 Canton · Av0:1ue. · 

Q " Is that in Clevalruld? 

A Yes. 

What p.:irt of Clo iTcJ..~nd? · 

A · ;. That is off of 6hth a11d Hs.rv3..rd • . 

Q I see. . QenGr~lly the s outheast side? 

A Th!!.t 's right • . 

Q mw.t typ~ cf € .. !:.:2.J -Cytlent is !:Ir. Blauman enga[:;ed in? 

A He is a land~caper. 

Q Working 1'01· h~!$elf or f'or so::::!~one · else? 

A . No, he i s l:(;r!\.ing f01• Tom Ele_t Landscaping Corjpany. · 

Q How long h::i.s 11'3 been so er1:ployed? 

A I 't•Jould SEW abo"Jt four r.ionths . · 

Q Prier to t ho..t, 11h~re did he 'tv-ork? 

A Sohio Refiner~r Co:npany • . 

Q lJhat 't':as his type of er:1ployr11ent t1ith the Sohio Co::.'l_ a.n;s:? 

A He \·!or1:ed on the ·.dock · fer forty-three years. · Ee is 

retired • . 

Q I ·see. . E:::; 11·o:drnd for forty-seven years, y~u said? 

A Forty-three years. 

Q With the Sohio people? 

· A Yes • . 

Do you wor_i'. outcide the hcuGehold, Krs. Blauman? 
\ 

\. 
A Yes, :(·"t:Jo).•}: fo-.: the Beard of Educe.tion. 

' 
I .. 
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.. · Q ' What 't·ni.s you::.· job ,-i .:th t he Boai·d of' Education? 

A I clean the £(!1"!.cc_~ ; \·ioodhill School, 93rd and Union . 

Q That is uit: the Cl<::veland Public School Syst~:i? 

A That' s ri~. t .. 

Q How long _n. le you bGen e::Jployed there? 

A ·Four years. 

Q · Pri?r to beinz employed by the Clevela.'1d Board of 

Education, did ·you have outsid~ employr.~ent? 

A · Iro. 

Q Do you l~ve ~ f a21ily, Mi."'s . Bl auman? 

A Yes, I have . 

Q. Will you tel_ us hm:? many children, their a g·es and 

their nrunes? 

A I have t·::o m2..:r:.·ied rlaug.11t crs, Mrs . Roger Opal, Mrs .. 

·Frank Limus; and th0n I h[l.ve a fourteen-yeai- old sen, 

l;.awrence I\.asner ik. 

# I see. i!oi·J .., your oldest daughter, ·where does sh0 

live? 

A In Parma. 

Q. i·r.nat c1ces l'ler hustand do? 

A He i:Jorks fo • a baking compa11y . He is a truck driver 

Q And the second ol'est-daughter? 

A Re \·1orks at Harner ~u1d Swasey, punch press op01·ator, 

., 
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Q. Where did you li~;.a °1''1 1954, ~2-s. Blaum""n? 

A Oh, at 7130· Cru1'Gc:;.1. 

Q Do you u."lde?sto.nd ·ch,::.t this is the case of the St.:::.te 

o:f Ohio against Sa:-.i H. Sh·:.:p.:.}ard? 

Q In 195~-, · did yot1 t.uv~ occasion to read anythine i! tk:.E 

newspapers a.bout tllic cc.st:? 

A Yes, I had. 

Q Did you he~n· c.n~rthi~.g on t he r.:1dio about this case? 

A Yes, si:r. 

Q Did ycu see· anyth~~g on television? 

A Yes. 

Did you r ead anyth: .... ng in ~ny ffiagaz i nes? 

A Yes . 

Q Did you re:ld ~.1y 'tcoks about 'this case? · 

A No. 

Q Did you discuss tliz c~se with others? 

A Mo, j.t .ne-:rer concerned rae too much . 

Q Did others discusa it ' with you? 

A Well, I never lat it bother n;e too much, no. 

Q How about r·~Z'. Bl:::.;ur.1an, did you and he ever talk a.bout 

this case? 

A Uo. 

O:r l?ith your c1e..u_::;'hters, did you ever talk about it '? 

A 
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Q When you r.::;c::: er· it in t he p11pe1's , did :'.'OU read t he 
. . 

articles clcs l y? 

A !fot too closely. It never concerned oe too much. 

Q Did you r ead thE:!.1 eva1~ cay? 

A once in a uhile I "NOUld glance at tr.em but it never 

concerned me t.h!lt l'.!!ucho I nev3:c gave "it too ouch thought. 

Q. Yes 01• no_, frc;n the articles you D-~certained ·1:hut you 

thought to ba cc1·to.in. f'o.c·;;s about this case, is that co:rrc..:! ;? 

A· Yes. 

Q. And as a re.si..:lt ·of ascerto.ining 1:Jh~t y ou . tho-:.:ght to 

be facts about thic case, and re~ding articles atcut t his 

case, did you you14 £elf ~:..~rive at some cpinion? <J 

A Uc. I nev.sr ·cho-:.ight would ·be on a jury to cc~e t o 

a conclusion 

Q, Do not g i v& me a!1 ans~·ier until I asl( you a queetion 

:first. 

A I am sorry. 

· Q. Anybody in Y_cu:: family connected t-Jith any lai·1-enforce ~ 

ment agency, l.U-s . Bl.;:.u~10.n? 

No. 

Mo policemen? 

No. 

O:r r(le:mbe:-s of the She:i~iff ~ s Departr.'lent? 

~!o • 

Do you knm·; Q:.1yboc1y in the Prosecuting Attorney's 



j-' 

/ , 
~ 

:· 
I 
, ,, 
,l 

' I , .. ,, 

; 

• ~! .... 

Office;;? 

A iro. 
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Q, Do you knew the defer se couneel hal·e, tti.r. Bailey o: 

Mr. Sherman? 

A No. 

Q Or the dGf'end~t Sa~ S~eppard? 

A 

A The f'irst t i!::e I have s en hino 

Q Looking at th~ panel of people that a::.-e in the ju:..7 · 

box no~1, do ycu know any cf' these people, , Hrs. Bla Ui1'a:."l.? 

A lfo," I den 't. 

Q, F.ave you or ~ -!r (> Bl o.uman or ycur daughters OZ' o.ny 

members of you·,. fa~ily ev.2!r been involved in any criminal 

matter as a ·witnccs? 

A I~ever,, no. 

Q Or as a victir1? 

.A :No. 

Q You had no prior jury ser vice, I tal(e it? 

A Uo. 

Q. Do you kno1·1 t·1hcre "£.<.'1.y Vievi Eospital is in Bay Village? 

A Yes. 

Q Her:: oo you kr.01·J -; .. here Eay Jiew Hospital is? 

A Well, 't·Je go s":iir'...ming e. lot o:f times, and \';e pc..ss the 

hospital. 
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Q Is the ::n'7i;.::;::.:..t1G ::_ :..:i :L the vicinity of' the hos_ ital? 

A It i s pc:<st th:; ; ___ .?ital~ 

Q \'!1:.£..t i.s the m~:::~ --· · 

.A Huntington B..;;ae:h . 

Q You are famil i u.r 'tJith the Huntington Ecach area? 

A Yeo. 

Q Uhe.1 you h3.v;.; gc! G by that hospital, have you had 

occasion tc cow:~c- t on t: e hospital? 

A l·:ell, i t is a l le b\lildi. g, t·Je just passed . it, •Jc 

never 

Q . Did you have any corr ..... ent cbout the hospit~l in 

connectioi1 't'J ith this case? 

Q, Being familiar ·iith liuntingtcn E2ach, did you at any 

.time become f amiliaT with the ~esidsnce of Doctor and 

?·iai~ilyn Sheppard on Lak.0 Ron.d? 

A . Uo • 

. Q, Do you lmm·1 anybcdy associated l1ith the Bay Viei·1 

Hospital? 

A No, I don it know. 

Q Judge Tn.l" y , I ant icipate,, \·Jill instruct you as hG 

did l<Jhen you :first in ·~dth the· other' prospec.tive juror .. , 

that in a critli..viul 
.. · 

the c~fendant ~cl presuned to be case 

innocent, unless avid until the State of Ohio p?o 9 es a casG 

ago.inst him b xe~sonabl0 doubt; do you ~ndcrsta.nd 

l 

I . ' 
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f . 
· that? 

A Yeso 

Q, Will you accept tLc;,t instruction o~ law .. from Judge 

Talty and presume this defendant t6 be innocent at this 

point? 

A I believe so. 

Q Will you c ontinue that prezumption of innocence unles i· 

and until t he State proves beyond a reasonable doubt 

otherwise? 

A Yes~ sir. 

Q · Judge Talty 1-:ill, I nnticip~te , instruct you also 

that thei·e a 're several kinds of evidence. 

1-fo 't'lill tell you thQt there is direct evidence , th~t 

i·1hich 't'Je perceiv-::: by c r senses, 1~JG touch, 1'ie f'eel , i·:e heo.r 

\•Je smell, or "·e !.:lee; ai;.d :r.e i:~ill tell you that t here is 

cii·cumgtantial evidence t:hich is another t:i.nd . 

If he tells you t!1at circu:nstantial evid.ence properly_ 

proven is just as scod e,s direct evic1ence, i·Jill you accept 

·that instruct ion of lv.::.J? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have ·:::.r-.y rescriTcltion or .hesitancy· in accepting 

that instruction of la;;·i? 
. ! 

A Yes. I' 

\ 

Q, Lat ne explain further, l1b."5 . Blauman, that if this \ 

morning e.t nine c 'clock uh!!n ycu came in tl1e sun 'tiC.S o~t, 
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;. .. . 

~ · 
the streets, the t ces and the buildings and the lm-m, the 

grass, was .all dry, ::..nd then at noontime you went out" an 

the trees were ;·iet , the grass wac ·ivet, but you did not have 

an opportunity to go out bettK!.en nine o'clocl~ in the morning 

and noon, and \'Jh,~n you ·went out at noon, o.esume further th:it 

the .sun was shining. 

Uow, fro~ the fact that the ::>trcet \'1as l:et, the trees 

were wet, th~ buildings ~·;ere wet, and thut it had been dry 

in the morning 't'Jhen you· ca.'"'.le in, it would reasonably folloti 

that it had r:i.ined souetime between nine o'clock and t uelve 

o'clock; ·1s that correct? 

A Yes . 

Q Uow, that fact of ·1t rainin~ i-iould be circumsta .. tial 

evidence, you would arr:!.~1:; at th.'.it fact l·Jhich fellows 

reasonably frcra t he ~eries of other facts? 

· A T'.nat ts :ris.'1-it. 

Q N01·1 $ you did not see it raining, but you a rrived o.t 

that fro::i these other facts. 

That is cil•cu:::;,tc.ntial evidence, and that is i:ihat i::e 

mean by cir cumstantial evidence . 

If Judga T~lty instructs you that you .me.y frora the 

facts draw inferences that .reasonably follcm therefrom and 

do not point in ancthcr dir~cticn, thGn you shall accept 

that evidence and ·1.-:eigh it lil:e you w~i~h direct evidence·? 
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Q On t he c ontro.1·y, h~ ·ivill tell you if it . points i.11 

s ome other direction, then you slrill d i sregard that evidenc ~ 

as aga inst t his dGienc~nt. 

· ·For exa'l;lple, the sar:ie set of facts that I gave you, 

if when you go c ut you se·a that cnly t he s t r ee t i s wat, a~d 

not the buildings and net the t1·ees and not the l i?.\m, then 

it ·may hav~ rained but :l.t m.o.,y also be that s omebody hosed 

do"t-m the s treet 1·Jith n fire hos~? 

A That's r ight. 

Q, Or that a truck uent do-.,m the s ti"eet a nd cleaned the 

street; so that the:"G 1:1ould be se·.ro: a l reasonable inference.~ 

that you could dra:;:i f;.·cm those fe.cts , and if that were the 

case, then you could not use that evidenc e --

A · I agre.e . 

Q, --against the defendant . If J udge Talty i nstructs yo1n 

tl1at . circumstanti~l evide. ce, properly pr oven, t hat i s, ·so 

that it points cnly in that one direction , is jus t as good 

as direct evidence, tdll you accept that ins truction? 

A Yes .:> sil"o 

Q lfow, i n a criminal case the Court '1111 instruc t you 

as to the e le1::ents of a crime .:> and one o:f the instructions 

that he \'Jill give you is ai:1 ·instruction with regard t o th:= 

element of i ntent , e..nd if Judge Tal t y t ells you t hat you 

shall -- t hat you can't open sor:1cbody 's mind to see '1.'lha.t he 

•' 
I' 



intends, but if he tells you that one intends the nutur~l 

and probable C0!1£'.eq_U<;.l1Ce3 of' his voluntary acts , '!.:Jill you 

accept that inst~1cticn? · 

Q For e.xa.r.1plc , if I at twelve o 'cloc~t nocn sta.l'ld up on 

Euclid Avenue, and if I load a gun with bullets, and if I 

point that gun doi·:n Euclid Avenue on the sidewalk, and the_ · 
. . . 

are a lot of people en the sidewallt., a.l'ld even if I clooa 

my eyes and I poi1ted ~t these pccple and I pulled 

trigger :five or six ti.nes , the natural and probable conse-

quences of . tho$e voluntary acts is that a bullet is going 

to hit so6eone, so I intend that. 

· So that if Suc1c;e Talty gi "es you that inst:?.·uction 

t1Jith regard to the elc?".C.ent cf. intent, will you accept tl:at 

instruction? 

A Yes. 

:ER. COR'UGfoJ~ : Pass for causeJ> 

your Honor. 

THE COURT: Counselor Bailey 

or Sher ~an? 

VOIR DIRE ID".lllEH.l'TION OF iU.1.NDA G. BL.\1.Jiv!AN 

Q · Mi·s. Bla~:::an , did you rcgulaxly receive e.ny of tl!a 
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Q. 

. . . A 

.· 
". .:· 

Yes, I aid. 

To what r:.e1·rnp2.p(rs d · d you eubscribe? 

The l?i·ess • 

You read t he Clcvelnnd Press? 

Yes, sir. 

You rea d the headlinss? 

Yes . 

You r ead t ho£a Dest every day? 

More or lees. 

You usu.:!.lly ccan t~e front page of the ne1·w? 

Yes. 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q Can· you reca.l.J.. l'J •• Gther or not you re<:i.d some storie~ 

about Sam Sheppa~· in this case? 

A Ho. 

Q . You never read a stm:·y? 

A 1'io. 

Q Were you r~adin3 a;;y .stories in the Cleveland Press 

in the Slli1.'ner c f 295l!.? 

A · I~ot t hc.t I :::·ec .... 11, no. 

Q In othe::c 'i:Jo:cds, you say t hat you only looked at the 

headlines and sc~~s.ed the front page? 

A Yes, e..n<l I h2a:rd it on th~ ra~ ic and all. 

Q No1'1, when the subject was me:1tioned on the radio, did 

you listen to it? 

A Wells at t h,') t:!.rr.e, ye3. 
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Q And thxoueh th:i:c mGs.ns, did you learn some of the 

facts of tha case? 

A More or les$, yes. 

Q You heard certain things about Deeter Sheppard? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you hear unything about his activities ether tha..n 

as a doctor? 

A Yes. 

May i"Je approach 

the bench? 

THE CO'GRT : Yes. 

(Thereupor- counsel and the Court conferred at the 

Court' s bench out of the .earing cf the jury pu.n0l, 

as f ollm>Js: ) 

I desire to ask 

this witness ~;hat she heard., but I won't co it 

unless 

HR . CORRIG:./:\.N: 

Uf: • BA!LE'Y: 

"..·Jill. 

T IB CO"t.JRT: 

susta'ined. 

r-fil. BAILEY: 

I '!:Jill object. 

I understand you 

ObjeC'CiCl"l is 

Under the circum-

stances, I move that the jury be t·iithdrawn ·so 

that we can cxploi-e the inforr:m.tion she has. 

\ 
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. . I am susp~cicus th~t it may be :regarding taking 

a lie detGctor test •. 

T!IB C O:JTI·:r : Your motion is 

o-vel·ruled • 

(Thereupon prccGedings were resumed within the 

hearing of the jury panel, as :follows:) 

By :V:.x. Ea iley: 
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Q Now, you still recall , ao you not, what it was that 

you learned about tha dcfend~.nt back at that tir!le? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you tell us 11hethe1· or not that in any \·Jay influ-

ences you in yom.· pr2sent d isposition toward him? 

A !fo. 

Q Do you :re:.r.embcr :reading about the things that the 

authorities were doing~ investigating this case? 

A Yes, sil~. 

Q Did you read from tirae to t ime what comments the 

authorities 'I/Jere making? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall some editoria ls ·where the Cleveland 

Press itself took a certain position. as to 1·1hat ought to be 

done? 

A Yes. 

Q. No·w, hot·i long h9.d you been talcing tha .Press prior to 

1951~? 

.. ; . 
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A Oh~ nbout fifteen y~~rs . 

Q F'if'teen years? 

A Yes . 

. ' 
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Q And hav e you g~mera-ly found it to be reliable , ol" 

did you consider it a reliable sourc e of information? 

?·i8 . COI-:RIG.".1{ : Objection . 

TIIB CCURT: Sustai ned . 

Q Did you bzli -va ~:1hat you r""e.d in the Press about t.1is 

case? 

Objection. 

TES COURT: Sustained . 

Q, · Did you ag1·ce i1ith the positions that were taken by 

the P'£ess in connection with this cuse? 

:;.:n • C 0~1UGAN : Objection. 

THE C01JRT: Sustained . 

.Q As a result cf all that you lea:rned f'roru t he Clevalcn '..l 

Press, forgetting the r ad io fer a moment , did you f'e0l or.e 

.\.;iay or the c t.hex e..bout t he Shep,:'ard case and about Sa::a 

Sheppard in particular? 

A I nev.er ga ,re it too much t hou6ht . 

Q You never g;a· - it too much talk? 

A No. 

Q Would you say you \Jere influenced to any degree by 

\~hat you read? 

A To some degree, yes. 
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Q. To sor.?8 de~rccc? 

A Yes. 

Q. Now, ha.3 cnyth:'.ng happ<.;ned since th~t time to change 

that influence, just yes or no? 

A No. 

Q. So 't'Jho.tev'3r 1;ay you f'elt ba.cl-: then as a result of 

\':hat you read in the Cleveland Press, you nore or less f'cel 

about the s:a..r11e · lJD.Y new? 

A Yes. 

Q Does tLo..t facling i n any "!:my make it difficult for ye J. 

to look at this defendant, Doctor Sheppard, and actually 

presume him to be 111Ylocent? 

A Do I have to ~nswer th at? 

Q. Yes. Doe;s it m:.lrn it difficult , just yes or no? · 

A Iifo. 

Q It does not? 

A No . 

Q, You feel t ha."- you aZ"e able to give this defendant as 

of this moment a p1·C~>.;!:'.lpticn tha t he is innocent . of' the 

crime charged ag2.ir:.st h1!.i? 

A Yes. · 

Q, ·Do you feel th:;:.t you will have any difficulty main-

. taining that stc.te of mind until it is proven otheri·1ise to 

your satisfaction? 

A Yes. 

l 
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Q You think th::!.t ycu tJill have difficulty? 

A I think SOo 

Q You think th~t you t-.ill? 

A Yes .. 

Q Do you thL1k you may ha\.~e r;cme difficulty, ·1rs. Blc.urt!c.. !'l, 

in keeping straight the things tha.t you ::reco.11 f'ro:.1 't\1el ve 

years ago, and the things that cone into the evidence? 

A Yes .. 

Q I take it you have in n ind riGht at th~ present t ime 

some of the fact s of t he c~se which you recollect? 

A · Yes. 

Q · Things that the defendant ·waz supposed to he.ve done? 

A I ~ Yes. ,.·. 

Q And things tlmt the pol.:ce said they thought he did, 

and so forth? 

',' 

y-n .. SP:SLL.ll.CY: 

THE COURT : 

Objection. 

overruled .. 

Q New, you don ~t l·ecall i·Jhat your ans"Wer was, but I 

think Mr. Cor:;.•igc.n as~':.Gd you 1·1hethe:i.· or net you evGr heard 

anyone express an opinion, and did you say yes? 

A Yes .. 

Q. How many tin:eE: ~ms the.t, hm·1 many people, about a. 

hair a. dozen would you say? · 

A Yes. 

Q Um11, in all cf the~e occasions when you cc.n rccn.11 

. ' . 
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' 
·· t hat cpinions wcr~ 0:c.:_11·.;s:;cd t o you , do you reca ll i·i.1ethar 

or not the pzrscn e::p:rcs.:ziri.g t .e opinion e.sked ycu 1"1het her 

A Yes. 

' 
Q, And 'did y ou f _•c::-a tirec t o time say, 11Ye s,, I a gl"e e "ldth 

theta~'? 

KR • C O'.F:l IG.~.N : Objection. 

T~::S C OU:'T: Sustained . 

Did you a. t 2.ri:y cocr~ent on t he opinion t hat you 

l.eard? 

A Ho. 

Q "1-lhen t hese que .... tion:s "l•lere put to you, did you j ust 

remain silent c-.nd not ans1·1er them.? 

A That 's ri~ht. 

Q. In other ·~·;ords, if s omeone says , nwhat do you t hink 

about it, Mrs. Elaill.'!an? 11 you made no respons e at a ll? 

A That 1s r ight. 

~ Were you as silent when they put the question again? 

A .Yes. 

Q. Wha.t did you do the second time? 

Q. Did they put i·;; a third t ime? · 

A Yes. 

Q And a fou:-th time? Hou oany t ir.les did they put it 

before they s~op,e~ =tin5 ycu this question? 
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A Well 

A It could b~ a' oi.:t f'om.· or fiV'e tiriles, but I almiys 

said I t·msn't on tl e cc..se to discuss it.· 

" A Yes, but I told the~, I didn't have any opinion yez or 

no 't'Ihether he \'10.n guilty, because I m1sn 't on the casG . 

Q You suy thn:c you:'.' husband did not express an opinion 

that you can recall? 

A Ho. 

Q Did any cf t'.8 :p~ople ~jr.o did express opini6ns, :·1·Jcre 

any o:f those people, people who:;:;; judgmentsJ you uo!.lld ha.ve 

respect for? 

A Yes o 

Q. People t·ihoco opinions and reco~mmdations ordino.rily 

would value? 

A Yes. 

Q. And I tal-:.e i:t, you can still 14 ecall after t1-ielYG year~ 

t11hat those opi."lion~ :·Je::·a? 

A 

Q. · Uc:-;, -lrs. Blv..u::::.;-11 , based on the information that you 

can xetl~mber, th:i.:c you learned from .any source, friends, 

newspapers, if no evioence 't'Jere presented to you in thi s 

proceeding, i·icu::!.d you mve trouble coming to ~ opinion 

whether or net the:: de .:.'encant l:a::: ~uilty? 
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ER .. com=::Gi:,.N . Objection . 

TIIB COURT : Sustained as to 

form, Counsc~or. 

Q The Court is going to tell you if it becomes ~ppropri-

ate under the c ircur1s'Gances , Mrs . Blauman, t hat t he only 

side in this case of t he:: state of Ohio versus Sar:i Sl:e,r-pard 

that has any obliQ:aticn or burden to bring any evidence to 

your a ttanticn i s the: .State , and t ha:c the defendant -- as 

a matte:r of fact., the 0n-tire defense , hn.s no obligation 

't·Jhatsoever to produce fm.· you one scentilla of evidence, 

and that the f a ilure or refusal of' the defense to p:coduc~ 

any evidence is not to be halo agair-st Doctor Sheppa~d to 

any degree. 

Wow, if you e.re eiven a.11 ins truction of that sort by 

the Court, do .you think you can accept it? 

A Yes, sir . 

Q, An.d would you be able to consi der the whole case with-

cut being suspic ious of the silence or t he defendant? 

.A Yes. 

Q Nol'l, suppose further, 1-2-s . Blauman,, that the defe1 da.n-:; 

Doctor Shepp<l.rd afte:r you heard evidence that his ·wife uas 

killed, in his C":-Jn house , and tho.t he ·was there that night , 

remained silent and does not testify, and that after th~t 
0 

happen$·0 the Cour·(; instructs y ou that his silenc e i s not t o 

be used by you or any o·cher juror to i.'1f'er that he h:i.s 
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.something to hide; do ~,rou tl ink th2.t you could accept t hat 

and abide by that instruction? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And actually re.fuse in your own mind to consider that 

he had a reason for remaining silent? 

A Yes. 

Q Then you would ha"1e no difficulty in affording him a 

constitutional right not to testify, if he chose? 

A Yes. 

Q You will recall a few moments ago Hr. Corrigan in 

explaining circumctantial evidence to you, described a 

hypothetical situaticn ,~hen you came into the building the 

streets were dry, and ~hen you went out they were all wet, 

and the possible infe~ence t hat it had rained. 

Nm>J, assumine; thc:.t this case involves circumstant ial 

evi~ence, rather tr.an direct evidence such as eye wi~nesses 

"t:Jho say, 11 I sa\-J w .a t happc;ned , 11 you will be told by the 

Court that there is a special rule that applies in cases of 

circumstantial evidence , and that is if after you look at 

the facts that you k.no·u , such as i!'l. our example the fact thai 

the streets were dry i·ihen you came in and \vet 't•Jhen you "t,:Jent 

out, if you look at those facts and there is only one explam: -

tion ·that will fit t~ose facts, and that explanation is that 

the defendant fit it, then ycu me..y find him guilty. 

But if there is core than o~e explanation, reason~ ble 
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satis.faction i n you1~ c~m r:nnd , I!:o:re t han one, 'tiJhether it 

points to him and sor::a ether direction, or whether it point i3 

only in another direc tion , t J:'l..a t you '\-Jould have to find the 

defendant not gui lty, could you abide by that instruction 

and apply it to your cons ide~ation of this case? 

.I 

MR . SPELLACY: Objection. 

Till: COURT : Objection sustained. 

May I see Couns0lors ~ please? 

l!R • B!ULEY : Yes. 

(Thereupon Cou. ae l and the Court conferred at t he 

Court's bench out of t he hearing of the jury panel~ 

as follo~·m : ) 

THE COURT : Let the record shoi'J 

that the rzason the Court sustaL~ed the object:on 

to the f o:tm of the question is that there was not 

included as a factor in t his question that the 

finding of guilty was pred ica ted upon circcmstan­

tial evidGnce alone . 

If your question is, Counselor, that 

thG find i ng 't'J~s !J:Ced icated en circumstantial 

evidence a l one, t hen, yes. But if there is 

direct evidence that also points in this area, 

then your quest ion is i mproper in form. 

?-:R • BAI LEY : Well, isn•t it 

fair, your Honor, to sa y t hat 1.i~herever the jury 
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& uses circunst~n~ial evidence , even if they have 

some direct ev!dence,. that the r ule nontheless 

applies as to the ir::plicat ion of' that evidence? 

THE CvURT : Yes, as to that 

ev~ence alone. But if they find circu~stantial 

evidence points to either , then they must disre­

gard. the c ircumstantial evidence. 

dR . BAILEY: 

T}:-.8 C 0"0?.1' : 

come to a finding --

!<.IB • BAILEY: 

THE COURT : 

not guilty, understand? 

~.rn. BAILE'~: 

T!iE COURT: 

~·'.SR • E.AILE:Y : 

TH:S COUR'l': 

your question accordingly? . 

~ffi • BAILEY :. 

E.x:ictly. 

But not necessarily 

I see. 

--to a finding of 

Yes . 

We agree? 

Yes . 

Will you phrase 

Yes . 

{Thereupon proceedings were resumed within t he 

hearing of the jury panel, es follows :) 

By Mr. Bailey :· 
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Q Mrs •. Blauma.n , if the Court instructs you with respect 

to circumstantial evidence, which •may come into this case, 

and only with rec~~ct to that kind of evidence, tha t if th2 

, I 
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~· circumstances that you believe to be t rue point in .more tha1 

one direction, or point in one direct ion but not at the 

defendant, t hat JOU munt dis regard this evi dence, would you 

follow ·chat instruction :1.f' the Court gave it to you? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you have any hesitancy about finding · t he facts 

based on circur:istantial evidence? 

A Yes. 

Q. You would? 

A Yes. 

Q· You f eel -- do ycu think it is l ess trustworthy, 

generally~ to direct evidence by p;;:ople 't•Jho saw something 

occur? 

A Yes. 

Q _ And have you felt this way right a long? 

A Yes. 

Q Mrs . Bl au!:'lan, before I think you sa i d in .response to 

one o~ my questions, th~t you night have some difficulty 

keeping Separate in your O'l'J!l mind the evi dence that you 

would hear i n thit: trial, and t he facts th:it you remember 

:from some other source, i ·ias that your position? 

A Yes. 

Q In other lJOrds, I take i t i t mi ght become a problet~ 

of memory? 

A Yes . 



:· Q Ret'lember ing trhere all these things c ame from, and 

remembering what not to remember? 

A Yes~ 

MR . Bl ILEY: Your Honor, defense 

will ch~llenge for c~use . 

KR. CORRIGAN: The State will join 

in the challen,5e, your Honor. 

TlIB COURT: Mrs . Blau~an, the 

Court and each of us i·iho is particip~t ing in· 

this trial 'l:Ji sh -to e~{press our grat itude to you 

for your ~·iillingnoss to se·~ve as a juror in this 

case, if selected o 

But t~e Court is going to grant . the 

motion, the 'joint motion here of both parties 

to have you ezcused as a prospective juror in 

this case. 

Hhile you are still here , the Court is 

obliged to instruct you, ?I.rs. Blauman, although 

you· have indicated that you do not have or have 

•not reached an opinion in this case, the Court 

instructs you n01.1 that yo~ shall not discuss 

this case, or what little you lmow of it, with . 

anyone, includine; your husband. 

You shall not permit anyone else to 

discuss it t1i'th you, and you shall mul\.e no 

., 
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,. observations 3.bcut this case to anyone until 

such ti!"ile as you learn for a certainty that 

. . 

a jury in this case has ccrn.: into this coui·t­

. room and Teturned its verdict . 

Do you understand that? 

Z.::RS • BLAlJ-:.1f.N : 

. r:inz COURT: 

those instructions? 

THE COURT : 

Yes • 

Will you follow 

Yes, I lJill . 

If there is any 

doubt in your mind about these instructions , 

and before ~/OU r.i~ke a ccramen-;; to anyone ·with 

respect to them, please get in touch with me, 

will ycu? 

• •lF' S • BLA lJ?-1A...il! : Yes • 

TES COURT: Thank you. You 

are e::~cuscd • 
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