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Q Mr. Houk, did you know Sam fairly well before July 4th, 

1954? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Would you say t hat he ·1::as in a healthy condition? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is it fair to say he was a rather athletic sort? 

Q I can't hear you, Mr. Houk? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was he built pret ty much the way he appears today? 

A I i.·muld say he im s . 

Q Ho"i frequently was it your custom to visit the 

Sheppards in their m-m home let's say in the si.x months 

preceding Marilyn 's deat h? 

A Well, on numer ous occasions. 

Q Did you ahiays visit the tt·Jo Sheppards together, or 

·~ere there ti!'.lle s t h:1t you sa~ one or the other there? 

A There were t i mes '!.'Jhen I saw one or the other. 

Q Which one? 

A Marilyn. 

Q How frequently would you visit Marilyn in Sam's 

absence? 

A 1'Tell, I ':'1ouldn' t exactly ca ll it a vinit, but on occa::; , on:J 
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,; 
two or three times a week . 

Q Did you drop in f cr coffee? 

A No. Quite frankly, 't~e often had coffee, but it \'Jasn't 

unusual for her to call and ask me to drop something off 

that she had forgotten at the store, or on several occasions 

she °t'Jould have e. check that she wanted cashed, and she asked 

me if I had my little green box, if I would stop and cash a 

check. 

Q :So that during this six tionth period I described, you 

would say you h::.d seen her two or three times a t>Jeek? 

A Net every week, sir. On occasion. 

Q Just on the average? 

A Pardon? 

Q Is that a fair average of the number of times you would 

see her? 

A Well, I wouldn't say a fair average , no, because 

there \'1culd be scr.1e i-:eeks when I °t'Jouldn' t be there at all. 

Other weeks t'l.>JO or three times. 
~ ' ... ....... .... ._., 

.Q. · On the night of July 3rd, I believe you said' 'th~.t you 

~:1ere observing the lake at 9: 30 or 10: 00? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Can you recall \'ihat you did after that, Mr . Houk? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Would you tell us? 

A Esther and I m~:'lt back up to the house, and went in 
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~he house. I lmo~-J I i 1as listening to the ball _ ~a.me, a.'Yld 

I thinlt . she was watching the television. 

Q Did you listen to the ball game until it . concluded? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q ThD.t was the Indiane and the Chicago White Sox, was 

it not? 

A I don't . remer.cbcr i~ho they played. It "Vias the Indians. 

Q More important, do you remember what time the night 

ball game 't'Jas over? 
... 

A I believe .it t·ias beti·1een 12:00 and 12:30, sometime in 

there. 

Q And thereafter you went directly to bed? 

A Yes, sir. · 

Q Where \·ms Mrs . Houl\. '!.~hen you last saw her before 

retiring? 

A She \ms still 001.mstciil•s . 

Q What were the wee.ther conditions that night, if you 

can recall, beyond ".Ji'...::!.t you already told us about the 

1.-Jind from the no:rth o:r northeast? 

A . Well, that's about al_l. 

Q Do you have any recollection as to whether or not 

during the course of the evening you had ·:.occasion to have 

a fire going in the living room? 

A I don't recall whether 'l: ' e did or didn't. 

Q When the phcnc: rang, a t the time you described as 
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being slightly before six o'clock on the morning of July 4th, 

di~ it awaken you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You were not already awake? 

A No, sir. 

Q Can you describe the voice ~ the manner of the voice 

that you heard when you picked up the phone, was there 

anything unusual about the voice· ·or Sam Sheppard, whose 

voice you well k..'l'lei~ ? 

A Well, he certainly sounded excited, agitated. 

Q Was his voice pitched above its normal tone? 

A I couldn' t say. 

Q In any event, iGhen he said to you, 11 Get over quick, 

I think they•,,e killed Ma.rilyn, 11 you accepted that, in other 

t11ords, you didn' t think there \·1as any hoax or joke.? 

A No, sir. 

Q ·~ .,..,.,. .. ,You thought he meant business? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you at that time own a gun of any kind? 

A I don 1 t recall i:ihether I did. I know I had a shot gun. 

Q Do you remember ·whether or not it \'Jas in the house at 

the time that you got this call? 

A I presume it '\'1as . 

Q Did you have ammunition for it? 

A I don't remember. I imagine I did • 
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(Q You had knives in the kitchen of some desc:r1p;Cion? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, you say when you received the call and Sam told 

you, "They've killed Marilyn," you believed that? 

You believed that scmecne had killed ~.arilyn, because 

he said so, isn't that true? 

· th.~i( have. 11 

Q 1 And this is all the info1~mation he gave you other t han 

the request th~t you come quickly, is it not? 

A Yes, si:r. 

Q At the time he made this statement and you heard it, 

you believed that there \'Jas some very serious trouble over 

in the Sheppard place, did you not? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q As ?t.ayor of Bay Village, you i~ ere the superintendent 

or Commissioner of Police or functioned in that role, is 

that correct? 

A Safety Director was one of the jobs, yes. 

Q In the course of serious police investigations, 

"!IJouldn' t Chief Eaten answer to you? 

A Yes. 

Q And you knew most of the members of the force, did 

you not? 

A Yes, sir. 
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:. Q, That consisted of how many? 

A · I have :forgotten nm'1. I think six or seven at the 

time. 

Q. And you knew thsn a ll by ne.me, did you? 

A Yes,, sir. 

Q And . they, of course, \~ere on 24-hour duty a.s ahiays, 

were they not? 

A I don't believe 24-hour duty. They were I believe 

t-Jorki?}& shifts the • 

Q Wasn't the:re al".:1ays a policeman on duty at Bay Village1 
A Yes. 

Q You knew that, did you not? 

A Yes. 

Q Your phone i'Ja::: functioning to the extent that you 

could receive Sam Sheppard 1 s call, and a lso functioning well 

enough so t hat you could place calls out? 

A Yes, si:i.·. 

Q Did anything Sam said give you any indication ho·w many 

people might be described by the word 11 they 11? 

A No. 

Q Did anything Sam said give you any indication as to 

how ntheyn might be armed? 

A No. 

Q Did anything he said indicate \·Jhether "they",, 

he thought had killed Z·!~::c.'ilyn, we:::-e st ill a ... ound or 
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they had gone? 

A No. 

Q When you hun-3 up the phone after t his call, did you 

believe that murder had probably occurred, or that a killing , 

because Sam told you that he t hought it had? 

A Well, all I said 'tJas I a ccepted it at . face value. 

Q You d idn 1 t thinl~ he imagil1ed this or tha.t he \'Jas 

drunk, did you? 

A No. 

Q Ho't·1 far i·ioul d y ou s ay i t i s f :s:-om your recollection of 

the distanc e fTon youT home t o t he home of Sam Sheppard? 

A Well, this is a rough guess ; I would say perhaps three 

or four hundr ed yards. 

Q Three or four hU!.1dred yards ? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q About three or four f ootba l l f i elds? 

A \'~ell, no, it couldn't have been tha t f a r either. 

Q ·what was the frontage of your pr operty on Lake Road? 

A I believe it was 92 feet .. 

Q And Brac ino's, the hous e n ext to you? 

A I think about a hundred . 

Q And Schuel e's? 

A Probably about the same . 

Q ·. It is more likely t hat t he a i s t ance involved was about 

three hundr ed f e et; -;·;c..sn't i t , rather than ya rds? 
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~- A Perhaps. 

Q When you had visited the Sheppards on prior occasions 

on a social basis or for any purpose, did you fr~m time. to 

time i.1alk from your hcn~e to the Sheppard home? 

A Actually, very seldom.:1 because as a rule we would be 

going out in the car:. and they i.1iould either ·pick us up or 

we pick the."ll up . 

Q Well, I understand that you have dfsability cf your 

left knee? 
) 

A The 1·ight knee. 

Q Did this disability prevent you from walking any 

substantial distances? 

A No. 

Q, Whe.'1. the phone rang, Mr . Houle, how were you attired'? 

A I presume in T!'.Y pajamas . 

Q You had undressed the night before end left your 

· clothing scm0whe1·e in the bedroom, I assume? 

A Yes. 

Q. Now, did you then put the same clothing back on? . . 

A I imagine I t·Jould have . I ~:ion' t reme!Ilber . 

Q, Do you i·eme!'.:lber '1.'ihat you did put on? 

Actually, I don 't. 

. Q You put on some trousers, no question about that? 

A No. 

Did you put on a jacket or coat of any kind that you 

I, 
I 
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can remember? 

A I don't remember. 

Q Did Mrs. Houk ai·iaken when the phone rang? 

A · Yes. 

Q And when the conversat ion was concluded she asked you 

sbout it? 

A · Yes. 

Q And did you repeat it for her benefit? 

A Yes. 
J 

Q In substance, in any event? 

A Yes . 

Q You 11mited fm.· a t ime 't'lhile she got dressed? 

A Well, actually, I thinlc I \•J ent downstairs first, but I 

did 't~ait, as I recall, I went cut to the station wagon that' 

I had, and start ed the engine a."'ld waited for her a real 

short t itne. 

Q, How long is a real short t ime? 

A I \<Jould say perhaps maybe a half a minute or a minute, 

I don't remember. 

Q New, you are sitting in the station \'iagon and Mrs . 

Houk comes do'l-m and gets in it i~ ith you; hew much time has 

elapsed from the time you received the phone call until you 

both 't'Jere in the station 'l'1agon? 

A Probably three tc five minutes. 

Q During the time th~t it took you to accomplish these 

I 
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"things, that is to say, t o get dressed, to go to the station 

wagcn, and to start the engine, to t·;ait for your \'1i.fe, and 

to back out the d?iveway., were you thinking about ·what Sam 

had told you? 

A Actually, I wasn~t thinking about anything, other 

than getting over there a s ·quick as I could. 

Q .. ·Getting over there as quicl-;. as you cculd. \·Jell, were 

you apprehensive at al l that the word ttkilled" had been 

used, ,, meaning that killers might be there, did you consider . 

that? 

A Actually, I didn~t . 

Q You didn't take the shotgun tha t you had, did yo~? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did Mrs. Houk b:..•ing any t·1ee.pon that you know of? 

A Ro, si:z-. 

Q Were you satisfied when you backed out of the drivei~ay 

that whoever had killed Marilyn Sheppard had departed the 

premises? 

?·B o SPELL.ft CY: ' · Object ion. 

TIIB COURT: overruled. 

A Well, as I said , actually, ·r just, I didn't give it 

any thought. 

Q You didn't give it any thought? 

A No; all I was think i:1as gettL"lg over there. 

Q Did you have any reason to expect th~t the only one 

/ 
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that t-Jould be in the house ,.,hen you arrived was Sam Sheppard? 

A I don't know. .A..11 I c1 id, as I say , I got his ca ll and 

all I \:Jas thinking \•1as getting over there as fast as I could. 

I never thought about that. 

Q Well, you have never been a.l"l. a c tive police officei-? 

A No, sir. 

Q You have never been connected with law enforcement as 

a policeman or detective, have you? 

A No, sir. 

Q I take it that occasions such as this were new to you, 

in your experience, you bad been called by someone 't.·1ho 

said, "My wife has been killed , 17 is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q Mr. Houk, ~JL.3:1 you drove over t o the Sheppard house 

with your wife, un :rmed , were you at all concerned that 

someone 't.·Jith a disposition to kill might be awaiting· you 

there? 

A . I didn 't even consider it. 

Q· You never considered it? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Well, Sam didn't tell you that anyone had left the 

house, did he? 

A No, sir. 

Q And you didn't lmo'.'J from his call whether he was being 

held at gunpoint or what the circumstances were, because he 

I 
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didn't say anything about it, isn' t that true? 

A . That's correct. 

Q Were you concerned about the sa:fety of Mrs . Houk 

under .the circuostunces? 

A I never thoug~t cf it. 

Q You ne·..rer thought of it. When you hung up the phone 

after tall<.ing 11Jitl1. Sa.r.1, did you believe or understand that 

there was an el'.!1er·g;e~1cy afoot? 

A ,Yes . 

!ill. SPELLACY : Pardon me; keep your 

voice up. 

A Yes. 

Q Then your purpose was to render what aid you could 

as rapidly as possible? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Pid you bring Hrs. Hcul~ a long L'l oroer that she 

might render aid herself to ~Jhatever situation awaited you? 

A Ne • . 

Q You say no? 

A No. 

Q Why ·a1an 1 t you call the police from your home when 

you got this infor~ation? 

A I can't tell you why I didn't. 

Q Did you ever think cf it, Mr. Houk? 

A .t the til'.!le, no. 



'Q. . You knew hm~ to get in touch with them by telephone, 

didn't you? 

A Certainly. 

Q You knetiJ that one of them 't'Jas available on duty, did 
.J 

you not? 

A Certainly. 

Q And you believed that Marilyn Sheppard had been 

killed or prob.ably l(illed.:; did you not? 

Q. . : : ~ mHE COURT: Keep your voice up, 

please, Mr. Hcuk. 

T'.dE UI'l'rffiSS : · I am sorry. 

THE COURT: The jury must hear you. 

Q But you say that the thought of calling a police 

officer under the circumstences never entered your mind? 

A That's correct. 

Q vTny did ycu take your c~r instead of going on foot 

to the Sheppard hcuse? 

A Well, as I said, the main thing 1n my mind was gettin€ 

over there as fast as I could. 

Q Did you feel that you could get there faster by 

getting in your automobile e.nd starting it, and backing out 

of your dr1ve,~ay, and driving dol:m the road and pulling inti) 

the Sheppard drive~·:ay, than you could by having ·walked 

three hundred feet? 



. " 

, I 

239 

MR. SPELLACY: Objection to .the 

form of the question. 

THE COURT: Overruled. He may 

ans't'1er. 

A Well, the car was right beside the front door of my 

house, and I just t hought I could get over there quicker 

that way. 

Q You tcok the car because you felt that that 'l.'Jould be 

faster, is· that true? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When you approached the house e~1d pulled into the 

driveway, did you see anyone from the outside? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you look around the outside of the house at all 

before you ·;!:Jent in the Lake Road door? 

A · No, sir. 

Q. Did you observe anything unusual about the. exterio:r 

of the house or its entrance? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you have any ., reason to believe that there was 

nothing lurking as to danger as to the safety of you and 

Mrs. Houk behind that door? 

A 

Q 

I didn't even think about it . 

~ o .that you had no concern about one or more killers 

walking on · the premises as you entered the Sheppard home , 

.. , ... .. 
~ . .. .. 
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is that right? 

A As· I s ay, I just didn ' t think about · it. 

Q Do you have sny recollection of what you expected .to 

find when you got there? 

A No. 

Q. Iri other lvords;, bet'I: een the tirn.e t hat you .got t h e c a ll 

and the t ime ' you ~ctu~lly walked in the doo:r, no i mages of 

any kind as to i~ha.t you might encount er fla shed across 

your mind, i sn't that true? · 
·' 

A That's right. 

Q When you c rune in the door, \·;ho c~e in first? 

A As I sa i d, I believe I did. 

Q And t<Jas Mrs. Houk c l ose behind you? 

A Yes, s ir . 

Q Since you had hung up the phone and ex~lained to her 

what the situation involved, had you had any :further 

conversa tion on the "JJay over there , j us t yes or no? 

A None t hat I recall. 

Q You knew the floor plan c f the Sheppard hous e quite 

well from your visits there, did you not? 

A Yes. 

Q You kne1·1 whei·e !~arilyn' s bedroom ·was, didn't you? 

A No. 

· Q Had you eve:r been in i t p r i or t o the morning of July l th 

or at any t i::ce? 
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A I don't believe I had ·ever been 1n that room. 
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Q Can you recall whether .or not once when she was sick 

you helped her get some lunch and brought it up to her 

there? 

Q So you had been in her room before? 

MR. SPELLACY: Objection._: 

THE COURl' : Objeetion sustained 

... · in its present form. 

Q Hav~-~1 1n mind this incident where you brought luncheon 

up to ·Marilyn in' the .bedro6m, you now tell us that you had 

been there at· least once before July 4th? 

A · Well, yes, but at that time, as I recall, she wasn't 

1n that bedroom. 

Q It was another room on the same floor? 

A · Yes, sir. 

Q. · · Did. you know when you arrived at ~h~ Sheppard house 

which bedroom Marilyn was aleep'ing in, let• s say, during 

the month or July? 
·' 

A · No, sir. 

Q. ' Now, you knew the access ·to the second !'loor"from 

·your 'prior visits to the house , and yo\ir knowledge of the 

floor plan, did you not? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q And is it fair to say .that the swiftest way to get tv 

the second floor is to cut through the kitchen; step on the 

landing, and go up that way, rather than around through 

the living room? 

A I would say so. 

Q Now, as you crone in with Mrs. Houle behind you, you , 

observed Doctor Sheppard where? · · 

A· " . I didn't hear the qu.eation. · 
I . 

Q YoU ·Pbserved Doctor Sheppard where? 

i\ A . In the den. 

·"Q. .. ~1here d1d ·you say the den was located, as you wall< 

in the door? 

A To the -- ·well, this door to the right of the 

hallway. 

Q .Can you describe the position of his body when you 

first saw him? 

A Well, as I say; he was half sitting ,and ' half slµmped, 

.. I would say, 1n this easy chair 1n the den•. 
' . 

Q ; Where were his hands? 

A I don 1t recall. 

Q Do you recall seeing him with his hands clasped behind 

his neck at any time that morning? 

A Yea, I do. 

Q And was he in that position when you first saw him? 



--tr:-_:_: ... 
1•,' I 

"ji;_.:·', ~~--.-.:~ 

r;,~;:.\~:~ 
243 

.. ' 

::.. 
., 

~· ... 
A I don't 'recall,, when I first saw h1m. When I recall 

.. ~-

1s when he walked out into the l-c1tchen and back, he had his 

· hands in that position then. And he said, "I ·think my neck 

is broken.," or something to that ef'fect. 

Q · · When you first saw Sam Sheppard that morning., did he 

appear to you to be 1n a dszed condition? 

Q. : Can you say whether or not he waa ·wet or dry? 

A ··Well, the only thing I know is that is shoulders 

were dry. I don 1 t know about the res'c of his 

Q He was wearing nothing above the waist, is that 

true? ·' 

A Yes. 

Q Did you observe whether or not the· trousers he was 

wearing were wet or dry? 

A ·No, I didn't. 

Q Did you at any later t .:Lme make an ob'servation in 

that regard? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

-
Q Did you ever observe: whether or not the. chair he t'ias 

sitting 1n was wet? 

A. : 1 couldn't say. I don't know. 

Q Did you mal"e any observations as to any stains or 
" . 

any kind that . appeared on his trousers? 

A No, s1r. 

/i 
I I ., ..... 
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Q · Mrs. Houk went up to Marilyn 1 s bedroom., as .l: under- . 

stand 1t'l 

A ' That's correct. 

Q Prior to the time she went up, had you had any 

conversation 1n her presence with Sam Sheppard? 

A Other than to say, aslced him what had happened or . 

something to that effect. 

Q And he said he didn't know., right? 

MR . SPELLACY: Objection. 

A No. 

THE COURT: . Overruled. Put a 

question, counselor. Put a question, counselor. 

Overruled. 

Excuse me~ the objection 1s sustained. 

Put a question, counselor. 

Q You asked Sam what happened; did he tell you what , 
J 

had happened? 

A Not at this time. 

Q Now., what was said by Sam in your presence and that 

.or Mrs. Houk before she went to the second floor? 

A He said somebody ought to try to do something for 

Marilyn • . 

Q And is that all that was said? 

·A As far as I can remember it was. 

Q Did you observe Mrs . Houk go to the second floor? 

I 
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A Well, I saw her leave .the room. 

Q When she left the den did she turn to the left or the 

r.1.ght. if you know? 

A I don't know. 

Q Do you knew whethe!' she went up through the kitchen to 

the second floor? 

A I assume but I don 1t know. 

Q Sam had not said anything about Marilyn being up on 

the second floor, had he? 
~ 

A Not ~o my knowledge. 

Q Did you tell Mrs. Hou.l.c to look on the second f'loor for 

Mar,1lyn? 

A . No. 

Q Did· you observe her lool~ around the firet floor before 

s1e .abcended the stairs to the second? 

A No., s1r. 

Q Did you have any reason to believe that Marilyn 

Sheppard would be in the bedroom? 

A No. 

Q So immediately after Sam suggested somebody ought to 

do something for Marilyn~ you saw r·1rs. ~ouk depart but you 

didn't see where she went, is that correct? 

A . That•s correct. 

Q But you_ learned very shortly ; -.the~eafter that she had 

gone up to the second floor? 
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.; A Yes. 

Q ·.· And the two of you had some conversation about what 

she had seen? 

A · Well, actually, not conversation, but as I sny. 

Q I take it ·in any event you understood that Marilyn 

was 1n bad shape whereve2' she was? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, prior to the time that Mrs . Houk went to look 

for Marilyn, had Sam s~id anything to indicate whether or 

not the perpetrators of ·whatever damage had been suffered 

were still around or had left or how many there were? 

A No. 

Q Did you have any reason to believe that they were 

not still on the premises at that time, these killers? 

A I never thought of it. 

Q You never thought of them. Did you even ask Sam 

whether or not the killers had left the pr~ises? 

A No. 

Q You never put that question to him? 

· : A No. 

Q You never made any inquiry as to where they had gone 

or where they might be, whoever they were, is that rig.~t? 

A • That's right. 

Q Now~ did you make any notes, Mr . Houk, as to what 

took place that morning upon your first arrival? 

., 
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~A · I don't believe I did . 
" 

Q After Mrs. Houk had come up from downstairs, .or, 

down from.i.upstairs, I am sorry, it was her suggestion that 

the police, be called, 1a that correct? 

A Yes~ 

Q Was that the first time it had occurred to you 

that the police were appropriate to the situation, when 

she suggested it? 

A I imagine it was. 
J ; 

Q Prior to that time you had not given any consideration 

to bringing the police into this~ is that true? 

A .That•s right. 

Q When you called the police can you tell me who you 

reached? 

A Yes, Patrol~~n Drenkhan. 

MR. SPELLACY: I am sorry; I can't 

hear you. 

A Patrolrr.an Drenkhan. 

Q You had some conversation with him? 

A Y~s. 
:· .. 

Q : And shortly thereafter he arrived? 

Yea., sir. 

Q ' Would you aay he was alone? 

. A Yes • 

. Q Did you notice hew he got there, what transportation 
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•· 
he might have had -with him? · 

A · No, I believe he drove up in a police car. 

Q Was someone else in that · car with him? 

A I don 1 t believe ·at the time there was. 

Q How long did you stay there after Patrolman Drenkhan 

arrived? 

A Well, it was some time. · I can't remember exactly 

how long. 

Q Wasn't there a time not too long after he arrived when 

you went bacl( to you:r ownJ home? 

~ Yes, sir. 

Q Did you drive back? 

A No, there were cars behind my .:.-·· 'i;he ambulance was 1n 

there and I believe one or two police · cars. 

Q . So you walked bacl-c to yo'lir home? 

MR. SPELLACY: I am sorry; ' I didn't 

hear you. 

A There were one or two police cars and I believe the 

ambulance had come in behind my car. 

Q You walked back to your home? 

A· Yes. 

Q Mrs.·' Houk did not acco~any you this time, did she? 

A That's correct. 

Q What was the purpose 1n going back to your house? 

A Well, I realized, in fact, I remarked to my wife, I 

., ' 
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felt that I shouJ.d go ho!!12 

THE COURT: I em .sorry, · I cannot 

hear you, JV1.r. Houk, and I doubt tr.at the jurors 

can. 

A I remarked to my w:tfe that I thought I should go home 

and s·waken one of the kids and have them lock the door. 

Q Was this becuuse you were apprehensive that dangerous 

individuals might be still in the area? 

A" · Yes, sir. 
" 

. f Q. . Now, had Sam Sheppard prior to your departure for your 

· home given you any additional information that made you think · 

these indi Vi duals might still be around? . 

A No, he hadn't. 

Q He told you that his last recollection was an 

encounter on the beach, did he not? 

A No. 

Q · Did he tell you tha 'c he had awakened on the beach? 

'' '. 
A Yes. -· ' .· 

Q. Partially on the water? 
) ·:... - . 

A. He said he came to on the beach. 

Q Now, prior to the time that you went home, did you go 

down t O)the beach to .see what evidence there might be or 

what people there might be down 1n that area? 

A No. To the best or my knowledge the first time I went 

down •:. on the beach was with Chief Eaton; 

" ' 
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iQ .That :Ls after you had been home ~"'ld had come back,, 

was it not? 

A I believe so, I am not sure about 1t. 'l'he times are 

kind of hard to remember. 

Q Yes, I under~tand; after you rece~ved this information. 

then, you made no effort to see i.f whoever had perpetrated 

thi.s affair might still be down the beach area? 

A 

Q 

A 

_Do you mean immediately? 

Yes. 
i 

No~ 

Q Did you :tnstruct any of the officers who were under 

your superv:Lsion to make such a check? ·. · 

A· I don't believe I did. 

Q , When you went down to the beach with Chief Eaton, · 

you observed some sand? 

A. Yes,, sir. 

Q I think you said three to five feet depending upon 

. the swells was above the water line ? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q At that time; and you observed some f ootpr1nts in 

the sand? ~ .. 

A . . Yes. 

Q They led off 1n the direction of your house, ·. did 
! I • 

they not, to the west? " 

.A · I'm not positive but I believe they ·led to the east 

,. It, 
\ 
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t~w~rd Huntington Park. I 1m not sure. 
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· ---- . 

Q · How . many sets of footpri."l.ts did you aee? 

A I .bdl1eve one set. 

Q One set. Did you see any footprints on the east side 

of the porch, any sand on the east side of the little porch 

doWn. by the beach? . ' 

A . no · you mean directly behind the home, the Sheppard 

home? 

_../ Q Yes, · as you came down the stairs, there is a little 
.. 

summer house there, i sn 1 t there, there 1s a porch 1n front 

of 1t? 

A (W:Ltness nods.) 

Q :tn 1954, the access stairs from the porch to the 

beach led off the easterly side or ·that porch~ did they 

not? 

A Yes.· 
\ 

Q And you looked down in the area of the bottom or 

. those · stairs, did you not? 

A Yes~ · · 
,. 

·Q Now, did you see anything in the sand beside foot-

prints? 

A. · No, · I didn't. 

Q Did you see that it was disturbed in any way? 

A No. 

Q ·were the footprints you saw made by a pare .:root or by 

·--·-------------

. :,'{ 
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a shoe, if you could tell? 

A Actually, I couldn 't tell. 

Q · You were unable to distinguish readily whether or not 

they were mad~ by a shod foot or .bare foot, . is that correct? 

A Well, put it this way.:> I don•t remember which 1m-

pression I had. . I Just do remem'bel:' that there was a set 

or footprints. 

Q D1d you take any steps to cause these to be preserved 

in any way? 

A No, I don 1t believe I did. 

Q . At the time you saw these footprints you had informatior 

from Sam Sheppard that he regained consciousness on the 

beach following some kind or encounter with someone,, 

didri•t. you? 

A Yes • . 

Q Now, of course,, didn 't you hear Sam enlarge upon 

his story, that is, give detail in addition to that which 

he told you wh~n you first walked into the ho'.llse, prior to 

the time that you and the Chief i'lent down to the beach? 

A No. 

Q You never did; you didn't hear hiui questioned by 

a'1.yone else in your presence? 

A Well, other than the statement that Doctor Richard had 

madeJ I heard that conversation. 

Q · Had you heard any conversation disclosing that there 

/,• 
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had been an encounter on the beach ' that you could remember? 
~ 

A . , No • . 

Q So that at .the time you went down there you had not 

heard that fact from Doctor Sheppard, .is that right? 

A Right • 

. Q Now, did you and the Chief have some conversation 

when .you were down observing these footprints? 

A l p~a~\.ul!~ w~ g;tc;\ ~ 

Q Did you see footprints leading from any spot on the 
ii 

beach to the base of the stairs, that . led up to the 

Sheppard property? 

A : No, sir. 

Q Did you follow the footprints to find out where they 

terminated if at all? 

A . Well, as I r ecall,, we did, and --
.. ~ 

Q Which \'lay did you i'1alk following them., 11' you 

remember? 

A As I recall we walked east. 

Q l".r. Houle, can you tell us .whether :or not the sand 

that you observed ·was most or dry where these footprints 

were? 
,,. .. 

., A Actually, I don't recall • 
.•· 

Q · In any event, you followed the footprints for a 

. · distance and they terminated? 

A Yes, sir. 
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Q In the Huntington Parl<: area? 
'I 

.A Farden? 

Q, In the Huntington Park area,, is that where they ended? 

A Yes. 

Q .And it was just a single set that you remember? 

A Yes. 

Q When you i'irst saw Sa:n Sheppard, slumped 1n his easy 

chair,_ do you rer.iembcr whether or not he was wearing any-

thing on his feet? 
// 

A On his feet? 

Q Yes. 

A I couldn 't tell. 

Q You couldn 1t tell? 

.a. I didn't observe. 

Q. You don't know whether he had his shoes on when you 

went there or not? 

A No. 

THE CO'URT: I am sorry, Mr~ Houk. · 

A That's right,, I don 1t . 

THE COURT: You will have to keep 

your voice up~ sir. The members of the jury and 

the rest of the people in the room must hear your 

testimony,, sir. 

1 · -~~~~~-r-~-Q~~-'-·lh~e-n~y-o-u~c-am-~-e~b-~-cl_~_~_~_o_t_h_e~S-h_e_p_p_a_r~d-h~ou~s-e_t_h~e~s-e_c_ond \ time, how long did you remain? ~ 

. i 
I j . ~ 
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,. A I can't state the specific time. Actually, we were 

all 1n such a state of shock, as far as actual time is 

concerned, I can't be accurate. 

Q It is fair to say that within a short time a large 

.number of people gathered .on the premises, did they not? 

A · Yes, sir. 

Q The Cleveland police came out? 

·A Yes. 

Q The Coroner arrived 't·1ith some personnel? 

A I :remember the Coroner was there, yes . 

Q Was the County Sheriff's office represented? 

A I'm not sure. 

Q You saw nei·1smen there? 

A Not on that morning. 

Q There ·were none on tha. t morning? 

A I say, I didn't observe any. I didn't say that 

. there 't·:eren' t any. 

Q After you came back from your house, did you stay 

there most of the morning? · 

·A Well, I left another time with Sergeant Hubach of 

·the Bay ·village police force. He and I went over to 

the Ahern•s home. 

Q You had some conversation with the Aherns and then 

returned? 

.:~ 
I' • 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q When you went back to your home, Mr. Houi.c, how · long · 

did you remain? 

A I would estimate probably ten or fifteen m:tnutes. 

Q Did you do anything while you were there 1n addition 

to telling your children to lock the doors? 

A I called the Aherns. · 

?'LR. SPELLACY : Sir, I didn't hear you. 

A ;I called -- pardon me -- I called the Aherns. 

Q ·From your Jhome. D1d you do anything else during 

the ten or · fifteen :minutes that you were there? 

A · · · ·. · ·Not ·to ·nry · 1mowledge. 

.. . , Q ·So your activities there consisted or conversation 

with your children, and a call to the Aherns? 

A Y~s, actually, it was just to my son. 

Q Just to your son; that I take it was very-·brief? 

· A .: Pardon? 

Q I take it thct was very brief, that conversa'c1on? 

A Well, I had to awaken him, a11d told him what had 

happened, and told him to --

.Q I am not interested · in what you told him, Just the 
~· ,I.. 

duration, was it a fairly short conversation? · .. , 

A Reasonably short. 

Q 'l'he phone conversation with the Aherns, was that 

also· brief? 
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A Well, I don't r eally r~call the duration or that 

conversation. 

Q. Now, are those two things all that you did when you 

were back at your home that morning? 

A As far as I know, it was. 

Q. When you arrived at ~che Sheppard home, was the door 

closed? 

Q. . Was it locked? 
t 

A No. sir. 

Q. What kind of lock was there on the Lake ·. Road door of . 

the Sheppard homG on July l~th? 

A I don 1t even know. 

Q .You don,lt know? 

A No, sir• · . 

Q Did you make any observations of . the door that 

morning? 

. A No.• ·· I did..11 't. 
Q, · Did you without giving the conversation· consult with 

any or the investigating officers as to whether or not 

there had been a forcible . e..'ltry 1.l'lto the house?· 

.. A Not that I recall. 

Q You say there was some ldnd or lock there but y~u _ :. · 

have no memory as to what kind, · 1s that true? 

· · A · ' I guess. I don't ra'!"!l.Smber. 
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Q Did you ever open the door thaJG leads out to I.alee 
~ 

Erie1 .. that leads out to the front porch? '•. 

A As I recall, tP~t door was open • 
. ·' 

Q. . It was open when you arrived? 

A .. ; I believe 1t was • .. 

Q, .. : . Was there a screen door~ place? 

. . A I believe so. 

k1rid so that it .remained shut, unless 1t was being 'held 

open?' 

A I don 1t recall. 

Q . On prior occ~sions when you dropped. in to · visit ivith 

Mar1iyn Sheppard, or to do errands for her, did you find 

.the Lake Road doc:!:' locked as a matter of custom or was it 
• 

usually open? 

A I don't really remember. 

Q You described i'or us a conver·sation that you had 

with Doctor Sarn Sheppard and .Doctor Stephen Sheppard 

some time before the inquest relating to a Doctor Moritz,, 

is that true? 

· A . No, that wasn 1t Doctor !>loritz. They said that a 

~- psychiatrist from the east side --

Q'" Did you have a conversation, the subject matter of 

which was Doctor Moritz? 

A Well, on the day prior to the ·inquest1 or about 
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•. me that Doctor Moritz had shown an interest in me • 
~ . 

Q ·You had some talk about him then? 

A Just that,, yes. 

Q, · Well, Sam mentioned to you that Doctor Moritz had an 

interest in your affection for Marilyn, did he not, 

wasn't that his statement? 

A No. 

Q, Wos that wo:i:-d uocd, do . you recall, 1n the conver-

sat1on? 
i 

A Pardon? 

Q Was that ·word used 1n the conversation? 

A . No. 

Q . : And you responded to that 'by saying what? 

MR. CORRIGAN: Objection. He responded 

to what? 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

Q When Sam Sheppard said that Doctor ·Mor1tz had an 

1nterest ·1n you:i what did you say? 

A : I don't recall now 1vhat I did say. 
''. 

Q · Do you recnll 1:1hether or not you were angry? 

A : No,. I don't believe · I was angry. 

Q If you made any statement in response to what Doctor 

Sam Sheppard had sa1d,, you have forgotten it, is that 

: right? 
r 

~~~~~-r-~~~~~~~~-T-·H_E_· _c_o_UR~T-:~~~~-c-c_un~s-e_l_o_r_,_I~d-1-dn
1
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MR. B.UWl: ·; · 'l1he question was this: 

· U Mr. Houk made any statement in response to what 

.sam Sheppard said, he does not now remember . 

Q Is that correct? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q "As ·the investigation progressed did you keep pretty 

· close track of what ,,ras going on? 

. : · A.· .. · Yes 
~ . 

Q Would you i'requently call the Bay Village police 

station to be ·brought up to date on developments? 

....... A ·We11,- ·actually, m:y office was 1n the townhall . which · 

' ,, 
I 

is where the police station was. 

Q Did you fre quently drop in for such purpose? 

A Yes. 

Q You conversed with all the officers involved 1n the 

investigation? 

A · Yes • . 
'' 

Q Now, you have said from time to time you would visit 

. with Mrs. Sheppard on your way to work or on the way back 

and cashed checks for her., to drop off orders; how long 

prior to the time of her death had you been friendly on 

this basis? 

A Oh, I would say for some time. 

Q How long 1s some time? 

' ' - ,~, 



'A I don't lmow exactly:how long. Perhaps a year or 

more. 
') 

Q · '. Wasn't there a time when there ' waa a tire at Doctor 

Sheppard• s home? · 

A Yes. ·. 

Q .And ,Doctor Sam Sheppard and Mar1l-yn and· the young boy 

lived with Doctor Richard Sheppard while the gax-age was 

being repaired~ do you recall that? 

A JI believe they did. 

Q Doctor .Ri.chard Sheppard 's house is located somewhat 

to the eas~ of . Docto~ Sam:s on ·the same 'Lake Road~ is it 

not? . ' 

A That's correct. 

Q You have .been there? 

A Yes •. 

Q' . .And for a three-week period or time, the two brothers 

and their families were 11VL'1Z together 1n that house 
II 

neXt to the hospital, · were they not? 

A · I believe that is correct. ··· .. 

Q .And. didn't you visit ·almost daily during· that . 

. interval w1 th Marilyn Sheppard? 
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how many times would you say that you did go by and visit 

w1 .. ch her? 

A I don°t recall 

Q Was it once er more than once? 

A I have no idea o It wasn 't very often,, I can tell 

you that . 

Q Didn 1t you bring you.~g Sam Sheppard hom~ from school 

when they were living there on a number of occasions? 

A It is possible that I did • 

. · T'.dE COURT: Counselor, perhaps 

at this point , unless you \·1ish to proceed --

NR . BAILEY: FL"le . 

T :E COURT: You may, do you wizh 

to proceed? 

·.rn. BAILEY: No, this is a convenient 

place to ta!i.:e n recess. 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen 

of the jury, we have reached the point in the 

afternoon where ue customarily talce a recess, 
• 

which we will do .. Ghis afternoon, and while you 

are away on yov.r afternoon recess you will .bear 

in mind the instructions given on each occasion 

when you leave .. che room; you shall not discuss 

this case ,, what little you lmow of it,, amongst 

yourselves; nor perwit anyone else to discuss 

.. . 
"' !,I r ·,~· '.\ 1 ,I.'•' I_, 'I 

' 

\ 
\ 



i·c with you;, nor r-en:iit yourselve s- to overhear 

aP..y'ching that rcl2tes to this case , by any means 

of coromUi1ication .. 

We w·111 take our afternoon recesz . 

TF...E COURT: Counselor Bailey, you 

NR . B.~.ILEY: Th~:nk you.,, your Honor. 

THEP.Eu?O~JJ) the . trlt:;cr::s J. S?ENCER l-IOU"zC, resumed 

the wit1;.:.:;ss s"csnd c.nd t>ras further exnmined and 

test if icd as f ollvl'19 : 

Mieht Nz· . Romito read 

the l a:;t c;:uerrtion c:nd answer, you:t.' Honor? 

1:1?.:.E COURT: Mr . Reporter, t·muld 

you pleage re:o.d the l ast question and :answer .. 

(Follovri!'iS -,1cE·t.ion and ans~1c1 ... were rea d ·by 

the repo::··cel"':) 

11Didn't you bring you.i13 Sam Sheppsrd home fl"On\ 

school when they were livine; "'Ghere on a number 

or occasicns? 11 

"It i~ possible 'the'G I dido 
11 

By Hr . B=iley: 

Q When you ~my i·c is poE:sible, Mr . Houle, you mean you 

have no clear i~3co1 .,. 2 c'cio::i of 'G!12'c evel" h a):)pcn1nz? 
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i: A I believe thnt I did o 

Q You did bl"inS him? 

A Yes. 

Q During t his threc-weel: period how many ti.'ileS did y ou 

deliver younc SD.m Sheppnrd from s chool to the hou~c or 

Richard Sheppard whera ?·1nri l yn wac? 

A I have no iceao 

Q Was it more thun once? 

A ,, It poosibly uas bu.t I don ' t remember. 

Q When you arri vcd at the Sheppar d home in the mor•nil1G 

and made a ;phone coll t.o the police , from what phone ~. did 

you make 1·c? 

A 

Q 

From t he onG in t .1c den . 

From t he 01:c -l'Y'!. the den? 

A Yes,, sir . 

Q In thG prese:n.c0 of Sam Sheppard? 

A Yes ~ si r. 

Q · With whom did you speak a t the s t ation? 

A \'Jith Patrolman Drenl{..'ii.an. 

Q The sene ~atr•olmcn Drei1!r..!'12ln i:rho · subsequently a rrived'? 

A Yes. · 

Q · How f ar is 'che police station f r on1 Sam • s house? 

A I would s~y perhaps a mile and a halr. 

Q Now,, after you had compl eted t h13 t elephone c~ll end 

lmew that t ile police or cor:i.:;; of t:r;cm were on th~ \KJ.Y, did 



· .. ·.·. 

you leave the den? , 
~ 

A It is possible that I did . 

Q. Do you have sor.:e memory of where you might have Bone 

beside the den, prior· to t he 2rriva1 of Patrolman Drenkhan? 

A No., no specific memory of i t. 

Q. ·Did you go :i.n the living rcomr· 

A No, I don't believe :l.t did. 

Q Did you go into the kitchen? 

A It is pozsiblc o I don't remember . 

Q Did you go upstairs? 

A .No. 

Q ·After t hey ar:i:•ived did you at some point go to t~1e 

second floor where I,1<.:ir:Lly.c. lay? 

A Yes. 

Q How long .after the police arrived did thiscccur? 

A I don* t rcmcmbm." eY..actly how long. 

Q I run no'c asking .. :or precise minutes ,, but your best 

memory; was it shortly a:rterward'? 

A Shortly afterw.su•d.ll I would say, yes. 

Q. May be 15 or 20 minutes., or les s? 

A I believe it would have been l ess . 

Q Who accompanied you,, anyone? 

A No. 

Q . Bet\·:een the t:Lr.1G that I11rs .. Hou.!~ had gone upstairs,, 

presumably,, and t;he t;ir.~G ' th:l 'li you. went upetnirs., did anyone 

t' 
' 
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else go up; would you know? 

A To the best of rr.y x'ccollection , when I went up the 

stairs and looked .into the room, there were a couple o? 

Bay Village; I thi!"'.l-:: they i-;ere the men that drove the 

ambu1ance, that wer~ in the roome 

'J:IHE COUfl.T z M:ri. Houl<:,t you mue~ 

keep · your voice up) plea~e . You trail off at the 

e1.1d o'f! · yo'lll• t•e!i0p1::meas, .?:'lna \'1e mul:.i'U hea:t' you, ai.1d 

it i~ ir:!pcrativo th8.t the j1...u'":'Y hear you, sir. 

Q How, is that the first tilr.e tha·t day that you had 

been in that room, -Che time you just described? 

A .Yes,, yes, sir. 

Q · .And you say trot the other time that you t1Tere up on 

the second floor when E~rilyn ·was in bed, she was in a 

different room? 

A As I l"'~call she ~-.:~ so 

Q How, when you. stai.,ted t\P the stairs; did you knm1 

which bedroom. you '\-'Je1"C going to look 1n? 

A No. 

Q B'..l.t you ·went directly into the one in i·1hich she was 

round, cU.d you not? 

A Well,p as I said, when I go'(; up to the top o'f' the 

stairs, the !:~en were 1n this room • 

Q Had you been siven any inforrn!ltion by anyone prior to 

this tim~ D.S 'co 1-r~:2'v room the body lay in? 



A Not that I recallo ., 

Q As you ascended the ejc~irs, was it your purpos e to go 

into the bedroom ·where you had lasj.- seen Marilyn on the 

prior occasion? 

A No,, I had.n. 2·;; even thought of' that. 

Q. You hadn 1 t thought of' which i~oom you were going to 

look in i'Jhen you got "there , is that it? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, had the body been moved,, if' you l::r: c'v: ~ by anyone 

between the time you arrived at Sam's house,, and the time 

you went into Haril;:;-.a ts bedroom to look? 

A · Not that I k:.0.ovr of o 

Q Can you de scribe the r::.a~"'ler ..:.n 't'f.n ich the deceased 

was positioned on the bed., as to 'i;he position i'irs t of' 

A I don't rcr::.cmber~ actu~11y3 I just stayed there a 

minute. It was a hell of a thing to have to see. 

Q · Yes, I 1m Eure it i-;a3. Did ~rou. rnalce any obsei"'Vations · 

about her clothing, pajc:.iuas? 

A Well, a::: I stated bef'or>e ,, the only thing I can re-

irember was tha t 'Gher·a was,, I believe it was a sheet> pulled 

up about to her hipr. G 

Q, Did you lcnow or had you l earned from anyone prior to 

going up those st~irs the state or her array, and I refer 

to her clothing or ni3ht dress or \vhatever? 

A No • 

. , 
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Q Did you make c:;.ny obscr-vations as · to the room itself'? 

.P;. I ca.'1 1 t r.ay th::;. t I did . 

Q I thi."lk you za:Ld on direct examination that that was · 

the one bad .in .the r ocn, the one she \~as lying on, is 

that right? 

A I said, thntis the one I r2mcmber. 

Q Do you ·r emember any of the other furniture that ycu 

observed,, wr.at else 1-ms in the roorr.? 

A No, I don'to 

Q You have no m2r:i.ory? 

A No. 

Q Well,, was she lyin:; 011 the or.ly bed in the roo:.':1? 

A I can•t etate that ,, sir. I don 1 t knowe I just told 

you where I saw her,, and as I said that's the only bed tha t 

I l"emembcr beh""lg i n the r·om.no 

Q So that :tr t here 1:r~s another one there you didn 1 t 

see it, is that correct? 

A I don't remerrio~r having seen it. 

Q. Did you mal·:c any observations as to the walls? 

A No,, sir. 

Q Did you see any nubstant1al quantities of' wha~c appeared 

to be blood? 

A Yes. 

Q. There wa s sonc on the bed and a round and on Marilyn 

Shcp:pnrd, wn o tl1ere no'c ? 



A Yes .. 

Q Did you .see any in any other places? 

A · ·I didn 1 t. . As I :::tated bef'ore, . I just stayed up 

there a very brief' moment .. 

· Q · :. · Well, · you said ebout a minute, I bcl1eve 1 is that 

correct? · · 

A · · I don't thin.lt it wa s that . lont; .. 

and stepped right out again? 
> 

A Actually~ I didn 1t 50 into the room. I just stood in 

the entrance of the doonmy and l ooked in. 

Q Well,, prior to tl:.e ti::ne you ucnt up, had your wife 

des cribed the position of' !·1zirilyn, what; her condition \v-as? 

A No. 

Q. Did · you see ~:m~rthing lying on the i'loor? 

A No. 

Q You saw no u.m.:.cv.al object s thQt came to your 

ti-Ctent1on? 

A No. 

Q. As · you i1en'.; up or c ~me <lmm the stairs to the second 

floor~ did you notice ~ny bloody fingerprints on the 

A No. · 

Q ·Did you :at any tir e sec ' such a fingerprint? 

A No. 


