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CROSS EXAMINATION OF J. SPENCER HOUK

y Mr, Balley:

Q Mr. Houk, did yocu know Sam fairly well before July 4th,
19542

A Yes, sir.

Q Would ycu say that he was in & healthy condition?
A Yes, sir.

Q Is it fair to say he was a rather athletic sort?
A Yes, sir.

Q I cantt hear you, Mr. Houk?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was he built pretty much the way he appears tcday?
A I would say he was.

Q Hou frequently was it your custom to visit fhe

Sheppards in their own home let's say in the six months
preceding Marilyn's death?

A Well, on numercus cccasions.

Q Did you aluways vizit the two Sheppards together, or
were there times that you saw cne or the other there?

A There were times when I saw che or the other.

Q Which one?

A Marilyn.

Q Houw freguently would you visit Marilyn in Sam's

absence?

A Well, I wouldn't exactly call it a visit, but on occaskar

-

ot
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‘two or three times a week.

Q Did you drop in for coffee?

A No. Quite frankly, we coften had coffee, but it wasn't
unusual for her to call and ask me to drop scmething off
that she had forgotten at the store, or on several cccasicns
she uwould have & check that she wanted cashed; and she asked

me If I had my little green bex, if I would stop and cash a

check.

Q ;80 that during this six nonth pericd I described, you

would say you hzd seen her two or three times a week?

A Not every week, sir. On occasion.

Q Just on the average?

A Pardon?

Q Is that a fair average of the number cf times you would
~see her?

A Well, I wouldn't szy a fair average, no, because

there would be scnme veeks when I wouldn't be there at zll.

Other weeks two or three times.

T

Q ‘On the night of July 3rd, I believe you said thit you

were observingz the lake at 9:30 or 10:00?

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you recall what you did after that, Mr. Houk?

A Yes, sir.

Q Would you tell us?

A Esther and I went back up to the house, and went in
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the house. I Imow I was listening to the ball game, and

I think she was watlching the television.

Q Did you listen tc the ball game uﬁtil it ccncluded?

A Yes, sir.

Q That was the Indians and the Chicago White Sox, was

it not?

A I don't remeuber uwho they played. It was the Indians.
Q More impertant, do yEu remember what time the night

ball game was over?

A i believe it was between 12:00 and 12:30, sometime in
there.

Q And thereafter you went directly to bed?

A Yes, sir.

Q Vhere was Mrs. Houk when you last saw her before
retiring?

A She was still dounstairs.

Q What were the meather conditicns that night, if you

can recall, beyond uwhat you &lready told us about the

wind from the north cr northeast?

A Well, that's about all.
Q Dc you have any recollection as to whether or not

during the course of the evening you had :occaslon to have

a fire going in the living rocm?

A I don't recall whether we did or didn't. ;
!
Q When the phcne rang, at the time you described as
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being slightly before six o'cleck on the morning of July 4th,
did it awsken you?

A Yes, sir.

Q You were not already awake?

A No, sir.

Q Can you describe the woice, the manner of the voice

that you heard when you picked up the phone, was there

anything unusual gbout the voice of Sam Sheppard, whose

voice you well knew?

A Well, he certainly sounded excited, agltated.

Q Was his wvoice pitched above its normal tone?

A I couldn't say.

Q In any event, when he said to you, "Get over quick,

I think they've killed Marilyn," you accepted that, in other

words, you didn't think there was any hoax or Joke?

A No, sir.

Qri-rrnYou thought he meant business? S

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you at that time own a gun of any kind?

A I don't recall wvhether I did. I know I had a shotgun.
Q Do you remember whether or not it was in the house at

the time that you got this call?
A I presume it was.
Q Did you have ammunition for it?

A I don't remember. I Imagine I did.
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YQ You had knives in the kitchen of some description?
A  Yes.
Q Now, you say uwhen you received the call and Sam told

you, "They've killed Marilya," you believed that?

' You belleved that scmecne had killed Marilyn, because
he sald so, isn't that {true?

A Well, he didn't say "They have," He gaid, "I think
they have."

Q +And this is all the information he gave you other than
the request that you come quickly, is it not?

A _YEs, sir. ‘

Q At the time he made this statement and you heard it,
you believed that there was some very serious trouble over
in the Sheppard place, did you not?

A Yes, sir.

Q As Mayor of Eay Village, you uwere the superintendent
or Ccmmissioner of Police or functicned in that rcle, is
that correct?

A Saféty Director was one of the Jjobs, yes.

Q In the course of sericus police investigations,

wouldn't Chief Eaton ansuer to ycu?

A Yes.
Q And you knew nost of the members of the force, did
you not?

A Yes, sir.
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Q That consisted of how many?

A I have forgotten now. I think six or seven at the
time.

Q And you knew them all by name, did you?

A Yes,; sir.

Q &nd they, of course, were on 24-hour duty as always,

were they noi?

A I don't believe 24«hour duty. They uwere I believe

working shifts then.

Q Wasn't there aluways & policeman on duty at Bay Village?
A Yes.

Q IYou kneuw that, did you not?

A Yes.

Q

Ycur phone was functioning to the extent that you
could receive Sam Sheppard’s call, and alsc functlioning well
enough sc that you could place calls out?

A Yes, sir.
Q Did anything Sam said give you any indication how many
people might be described by the word "they™?

A No.

Q Did anything Sam said give you eny indicaticn as to
how "they" might be armed?

A No.

Q Did anything hzs saild indicate whether "they", the pecpl

he thought had killed Marilyn, were still arcund or where
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they had gone?

A No.

Q ¥hen you hung up the phone after this call, did you
believe that murder had prcbably occcurred, or that a killing,
because Sam told ycu that he theught it had?

A Well, all I sald was I accepted it at face value.

Q You didnft think he imagined this or that he was

drunk, did you?

A No.

Q How far would you szy it is from your recollection of
the distance from your home to the home of Sam Sheppard?

A Well, this is a rcugh guess; I would say perhaps three

or four hundred yards.

Three or four hundred yards?

Yes, sir.

About three or four fcotball fields?

Well, no, it couldn't have been that far either.
What was the frontage of your property on Lake Road?
I believe it was 92 feet.

And Bracino's, the house next to you?

I think about a hundred.

And Schuele's?

Probably about the sane.

o » © » O > o » O > &

"It is more likely that the distance involved was about

three hundred feet, wasn't it, rather than yards?




¢ A Perhaps.

Q  Vhen you had visited the Shegpards on prior occasions
on a social basis or for any purpcse, did you frem time to
time walk from your hcme to the Sheppard home?

A Actually, very seldcm, because as a rule we wculd be
going out in the car, and they would elther pick us up cr
we pick them up.

Q Well, I uncerstand that you have disability of your
left'knee?

A The right knee.

Q Did this disability prevent you from walking any
substantial distances?

A Ne.

Q When the phone rang, Mr. Houk, how were you attired?

A I presune in my pajama

]

Q You had undressed the night before and left your
clothing scmeuvhere in the bedrocm, I assume?

Yes.

Now, did you then put the same clothing back on?
I imagine I would have. I don't remember.

Do you remember what you did put on?

Actually, I don't.

You put on scme trousers, no question about that?

YNo.

o > o P o P O "

Did you put on a Jacket or ccat of any kind that you
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can remember?

A I don't remember.

Q Did Mrs. Houk auwaken when the phone rang?

A Yes.

Q And when the conversation was concluded she asked you
gout 1it? |

A Yes.

Q And dld you repeat it for her benefit?

A Yes.

Q .In substance, in any event?

A Yes.

Q You waited for a time while she got dressed?

A Well, actually, I think I went dcunstairs first, but I

did wait, as I recall, I went cut to the station wagon that

I had, and started the engine and wailted for her a real

short time.
Q How long 1is a2 real short time?
A I would say perheps maybe a half a ninute or a minute,

I don't remember.
Q Now, you are sitting in the staticn wagon and Mrs.
Houk comes doun and gets in it with you; how much time has

elapsed from the time you received the phone call until you

both were in the staticn uwagen?
A Probably three tc five minutes.

Q During the time that it tock you tc accomplish these
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"things, that is to say, to get dressed, to go to the station
wagen, and to start the engine, to wait for your wife, and
to back cut the drifeway, were you thinking about what Sanm
had told you?

A Actually, I wasn't thinking about anything, other

than getting over there as'quick &s I could.

Q Cetting over there as quick as you cculd. Well, were
you apprehensive at 2ll that the word "killeg" hﬁd been

used, meaning that killers might be there, did yocu consider.

that?

A Actually, I didn't.

Q You didn't take the shotgun that yoﬁ had, did you?

A No, sir.

Q Did Mrs. Heuk bring any weapon that you know of?

A Wo, sir.

Q Were you satisfied when you backed ocut of the driveuaj

that whoever had killed Marlilyn Sheppard had departeéd the
premises?

MR. SPELLACY: © Objection.

THEZ COURT: Overruled.
A well, as I said, actually, I Just, I didn't give it
any thought.
Q You didnt't give it any thought?
A Noj all I wes think was getting over there.

Q Did you have any reason to expect that the only che
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that would be in the house when you arrived was Sam Sheppard?
A I don't know. All I did, as I say, I got his call and
211 I was thinking was getting over there as fast as I could.

I never thought about that.

Q Well, you have never been an active police officer?
A No, sir.
Q You have never been connected with law enforcement as

a policeman or detectilve, have you?

A No, sir.

Q I teke it that occcasions such as this were new to you,
in your experience, you had been called by scmeone who

said, "My wife has been killed,” is that right?

A Yes.

Q Mr. Houk, uhen you drove over to the Sheppard house
with your wife, unarmed, were you at all concerned that

soneone with a dlsposition to kill might be awaiting you

there?

A . I didn't even cecnsider 1it.

Q You never cconsidered 1it?

A No, I didn't.

Q Jell, Sam didn't teli you that anyone had left the

hecuse, did he?
A No, sir.
Q And you didn't know from his call whether he was being

held at gunpoint or what the circumstances were, because he




237
éidn't say anything about it, isn't that true?

A . That's correct.

Q Were you concerned about the safety of Mrs. Houk
under the circumstances?

A I never thought of it.

Q You never thought of it. When you hung up the phone

after talking with Sam, did you believe or understand that

there was an emergency afoot?

‘A JYes.
/R, SPELLACY: - Pardon me; keep your
velce up.
A Yes.
Q Then your purpose uwas to render what aid you could

as rapidly as possible?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did you bring Mrs., Hcuk alcong in order that she

nmight render aid herself to whatever situation awaited you?

A No.

Q You say no?

A No.

Q Vhy 'didn't ycu call the police from your hcme when

you got this information?
A I can't tell you uwhy I didn't.
Q Did you ever think cf it, Mr. Houk?

A At the time; no.
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h You knew hou to get in touch with them by telephone,
didn't you?

A Certainly.

Q You knew that cne of them was available on duty, did
you not?

A Certainly.

Q And you believed that Marilyn Sheppard had been

killed or probebly killed, did you not?

A ‘Yes.

Q26+ THE COURT: Keep your voice up,

please, Mr. Hcuk.

THE WITHESS: I am sorry.
TEE COURT: The Jury must hear you.
Q But you say that the thought of calling a police

officer under the circumstances never entered your mind?
A That's correct.

Q Why did ycu teke your car instead of going on fcot
to the Sheppard house?

A Well, as I said, the main thing in my mind was getting
over there as fast as I could.

Q Did you feel that you coculd get there faster by
getting in your autcmobile and starting 1t, and backing out
of your driveuay, end driving doun the road and pulling inte
the Sheppard driveway, than you could by having walked

three hundred feet?
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; MR. SPELLACY: Objection to the
form of the questicn.
THE COURT: Overruled. He may
ansuer.
A Well, the car uas right beside the front door of nmy

house, and I Just thought I could get over there guicker

that way.

Q You tcok the car because you felt that that wculd be
faster, is that true?

A Yes, sir.

Q Yhen you approached the house and pulled intc the
driveway, éid you see anyone from the outside?

A No, sir.

Q Did you lecok arcund the outslide of the house at all
before you "went in the Lake Road docor?

A No, sir.

Q Did you cobserve anything unusual about the exterior
of the house cr its entrance?

A Ne, sir.

Q Did you have any reason to believe that there was
nothing lurking as to danger as to the safety of you and
Mrs. Houk behind that dcor?

A I didn't even think about it.

Q o

'o that you had no concern about one or more killers

walking on the premises as ycu entered the Sheppard home,




is that right?

A As I say, I Just didn't think about it.

Q * Do you have any recollection cf what you expected to
f£ind when you got there?

A No.

Q- In other words, betueen the time that you . got the call
and the time you actually walked in the door, no images of
any kind as to what you might encounter flashed across
your Qind, isn't that true?

That's right.

When you came in the dcor, who came in first?

As I said, I believe I did. ”
And was Mrs. Hocuk close behind you?

Yes, sir.

o » O w» O

Since you had hung up the phone and explalined toc her
what the situation involved, had you had any further
conversation ocn the way over there, Jjust yes or no?

A None that I recall.

Q You knew the flcor plan cf the Sheppard house quite

well from your visits there, did you not?

A Yes.

Q You knew where Marilyn's bedroom was, didn't ycu?

A No. '

Q Had you ever been in it priocr to tﬁe morning of July 4

or at any time?
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A?

Q ' Up in Marilyn's bedroom?

A I don't believe I had ever been in that room,
Q

Can you recall whether or not once when she was sick

you helped her get some lunch and brought it up to her

there?
A Yes, sir,
Q So you had been in her room before?
sl MR, SPELLACY: Objection.

THE COURT: Objeetion sustained
- in 1ts present form.
Q Haviﬂgain mind this incident where you brought luncheon
up to Mariiyn in the bedro&m, you now tell us that you had
been there at least once before July 4th?

A Well, yes, but at that ¢time, as I recall, she wasn't
in that bedroom.

Q It was another room on the same floor?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did you know when'you arrived at the Sheppard house

which bedroom Marilyn was sleeping in, let's say, during
the mpnth of July?

A No, sir.

Q Now, you lnew the access to the second floor from

your prior visits to the house, and your knowledge of the

floor plan, did you not?

i1 Yer. rir, |
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X Yes, sir,

Q And 1s it fair to say that the swiftest way to get to
the second floor is to cut through the kitchen, step on the

. landing, and go up that way, rather than around through
the living room?

A I would say so,.
Q Now, as you came in with Mrs., Houk behind you, you
observed Doctor Sheppard where?
A I didn't hear the question.
Q You observed Doctor Sheppard where?
AA In the den,

Q there did you say the den was located, as you walk

in the door?

A To the ==~ well, this door to the right of the
hallway.
Q Can you describe the position of his body when you

first saw him?

A Well, as I say, he was half sitting and half slumped,

I would say, in this easy chair in the den.

Q Where were his hands?
A I don't recall,
Q Do you recall seeing him with his hands clasped behind

his neck at any time that morning?
o Yes, I do.

Q And was he in that position when you first saw him?
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&

A I don't recall, when I first saw him. When I recall
is when he walked out into the kitchen and back, he had his
- hands in that position then., And he said, "I think my neck

is droken," or something to that effect.

Q “VWhen you first saw Sam Sheppard that morning, did he
appear to you to be in a dazed condition?

A Yes,
Q Can you say whether or not he was wet or dry?
A ‘Well, the only thing I know is that 1s shoulders

were dry., I don't lknow about the rest of his --

Q _He was wearing nothing above the waist, 1is that
true? - '

A Yes.

Q Did you observe whether or not the trousers he was

wearing were wet or dry?

A No, I didnit,

Q Did you at any later time make an observation in
that regard? A

A Not to my kmowledge.

Q. Did you ever observe whether or not the chalr he was
sitting in was wet?

A I cowldn't say. I don't know.

Q Did you make any observations as to any stains of
ény kind thet appeared on his trousers?

A No, sir.
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Q Mrs. Houk went up to Marilyn's bedroom, &s. I under= .
stand 1t?
A That's correct.
Q Prior to the time she went up, had you had any

conversation in her presence with Sam Sheppard?

A Other than to say, asked him what had happened or
something to that effect.

Q And he said he didn't know, right?
> _ MR, SPELLACY: Objection.
A No.
THE COURT: i Overruled., Put a

.question, counselor, Put a question, counselor,
Overruled,
Excuse me, the objection is sustained.

Put a question, counselor.
Q You asked Sam what happened; did he tell you what
had happened?
A Not at this tine,
Q Now, what was sald by Sam in your presence and that
of Mrs. Houk before she went to the second floor?

A He said somebody ought to try to do something for
Marilyn.

Q  And is that all that was sald?
A 'As far as I can remember it was.

Q Did you observe lMrs. Houk go to the second floor?
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A Well, I saw her leave the roon,.

Q When she left the den did she turn to the left or the
right, if you know?

A I don't know,

Q Do you know whether she went up through the kitchen to
the second floor?

A I assume but I don't lknow,

Q Sam had not said anything abouf Marilyn being up on

the second floor, had he?

A Not to my knowledge.

Q Did you tell Mrs, Houk to look on the gecond floor for
Marilyn?

A No.

Q Did you observe her look around the first floor before

ghe ascended the stalrs to the second?

A No, sir.

Q Did you have any reason to believe that Marilyn
Sheppard would be in the bedroom?

A. No.

Q So immediately after Sam suggested somebody ought to
do something for Marilyn, you saw Mrs. Houk depart but you
didn't see where she went, is that correct?

A That'!s correcct.

Q But you learned very shortly thereafter that she had

gone up to the second floor?
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A Yes.

Q And the two of you had scme conversation about what
she had seen?
A Well, actually, not conversation, but as I say.
Q I take it in any event you understood that Marilyn
was in bad shape wherever she was?
A Yes.
Q Now, prior to the time that Mrs. Houk went to lcok
for‘Marilyn, had Sam said anythipg to indicate whether or
not the perpetrators of whatever damage had been suffered
were still around or had left or how many there were?
A  No.
Q Did you have any reason to believe that they were
not still on the premises at that time, these killers?
A I never thought of it.
Q You never thought of them, Did you even ask San
whether or not the killers had left the premises?
A No.
Q  You never put that question to him?
A No.
Q You never made any inquiry as to where they had gone
 or where they mizht be, whoever they were, is that right?
A ' That's right.
| Q Now, did you make any notes, Mr. Houk, as to what

took place that morning upon your first arrival?
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‘A I don't believe I did.

Q After Mrs, Hsuk had come up from downstairs, or,

down from.upstairs, I am sorry, it was her suggestion that
the police be called, is that correct?

A Yes,

Q Was that the first time it had occurred to you

that the police were appropriate to the situation, when

she suggested 1t?

A JI imagine it was,

Q Prior to that time you had not given any consideration

to bringing the police into this, is that true?

A That's right,
Q When you called the police can you tell me who you
reached?
A Yes,; Patrolman Drenkhan,
| MR. SPELLACY: = X am sorry; I can't.
hear you,
A Patrolman Drenkhan.,
Q You had some conversation with him?
A Yes,
Q And shortly thercafter he arrived?
A Yes, sir.
Q " Would you zay he was alone?
A Yes.
Q Did you notice how he got there, what transportatiocn
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he might have had with him?

A No, I believe he drove uwp in a police car.

Q Was someone else in that car with him?

A I don't believe at the time there was.

Q How long did you stay there after Patrolman Drenkhan
arrived?

A VWell, it was some time, I can't remember exactly

how long. '

Q- Wasn't there a time not too long after he arrived when

you went back to your own. home?

A Yes, sir.
Q Did you drive back?
A No, there were cars behind my -- the ambulance was in

there and I belleve one or two police cars.

Q So you walked back to your home?
MR, SPELLACY: . I am sorry; I didn't
hear you.
A There were one or two police cars and I believe the

ambulance had come in behind my car.

You walked back to your home?

Yeé.

Mrs. Houk did not accompany you this time, did she?

That's correcct.

What was the purpose in going back to your house?

> o > & » O

Well, I realized, in fact, I pemarked to my wife, I
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felt that I should go home w-
' THE COURT: I am sorry, I cannot
hear you, lMr, Houk, and I doubt that the Jjurors
can,
A I remarked to nmy wife that I thought I should go homne
and awaken one of the kids and have them lock the door.
Q Was this because you were apprehensive that dangerous

individusls might be stlll in the area?

A gés, sir.

£Q Now, had Sam Sheppard prior to your departure for your
home given you any additional information that made you think|
thes.e indi.viduals might still be around?

A No, he hadn't,

Q He told you that his last recollection was an
encounter on the beach, did he not? :

No. ;

Did he tell you that he had awakened on the beach?
Yes, I
Partially on the water?

He said he came to on the beach,

O » O 9+ O >

Now, prior to the time that you went home, did you go
down to the beach to see what evidence there might be or
what people there might be down in that area?

A No, To the best of my knowledge the first time I went

down :on the beach was with Chief Eaton.
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'Q That is after you had been home and had come back,

was it not?

A I believe so, I am not sure about it. The times are
kind of hard to remember,

Q Yes, I underctand; after you received this information;
then, you made no effort to see if whoever had perpetrated
this affair might still be down the beach area?

A Do you mean immediately?

Q ,Yes.
A No,
Q -Did you instruct any of the officers who were under

your supervision to make such a check? .

A I don't believe I did,

Q When you went dovn to the beach with Chief-Eaton,
you observed some sand? i

A Yes, sir.

é I think you said three to five feet depending upon

the swells was above the water line?

A Yeag sir.

Q@ . At that time; and you observed some footprints in
the sand?
A Yes,
Q They led off in the direction of your house, did

they not, to the west?

A fI'm not positive but I believe they led to the east




toward Huntington Park, I'm not surg.'

Q How many sets of footprints did you see?
A I béllieve one set.
Q One set., Did you see any footprints on the east side

of the porch, any sand on the east side of the little porch
down by the beach?

A Do you mean directly behind the home, the Sheppard
home?
- Yes, as you came down the stairs, there is a little

surmer house there, isntt there, there is a porch in front

of 1t?
A (Witness nods.)
Q In 1954, the access stalrs from the porch to the

beach led off the casterly side of that porch, did they

not?
A Yes,.
Q And you looked down in the area of the bottom of

those stairs, did you not?

A Yes. |

Q " Now, did you see anything in tke sand beside foot-
prints?

A No, I didn‘t.

Q Did you see that it was disturbed in any way?

A No.

Q Were the footprints you saw made by a bare.foot or by
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a shoe, 1f you could tell?

A Actually, I couldn't tell,

Q You were unable tb distinguish readily whether or not
they were made by a shod féot or bare foot, is that correct?
A Well, put it this way, I don't remerber which im-
pression I had., I Jjust do remember that there was a set

of footprints.

Q Did you take any steps to cause these to be preserved
in any way? '

A No, I don't believe I did,

Q At the time you saw these footprints you had infdrmation
froni S8zm Sheppard that he regalned consciousness on the

beach following some kind of encounter with someone,

didn't you?
A Yes.,
Q Now, of course, didn't you hear Sam enlarge upon

his story, that is, give detail in addition to that which
he told you when you first walked into the house, prior to
the tims that you and the Chief went down to the beach?

A No.

Q You never did; you didn't hear him questloned by
anyone else in your presence?

A Well, other than the statement that Doctor Richard had

made, I heard that conversation.

Q Had you heard any conversation disclosing that there
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pad been an encounter on the heach thﬁt you could rememter?
A - No,

Q  So that at the time you went down there you had not
heard that fact from Doctor Sheppard, is that right?

A Right.

. Q Now, did you and the Chlef have some conversation
when you were down observing these footprints?

A I preawne we did,

Q Did you see footprints leading from any spot on the
beacﬁ’to the base of the stairs, that led up to the
Sheppard property?

A + No, sir,

Q Did you follow the footprints to find out where they
terminated if at all?

A Well, as I recall, we dild, and ==

Q VYhich way did you walk following them, if you

remember?
A As I recall we walked east.
Q Mr. Houk, can you %tell us whether or not the sand

‘that you observed ias most or dry where these footprints

were?
A - Actually, I don't recall,

Q In any event, you followed the footprints for a

-distance and they terminated?

A Yes, sir,
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In the Huntington Parlk area?
Pardon?

In the Huntington Park area, is that where they ended?

Yes,

And 1t was Jjust a single set that you remember?

Yes,

O rr o > & r B

When you first{ saw Sam Sheppard, slumped in his easy

chalr; do you remember whether or not he was wearing any-
thing on his feet?

‘On his feet?

Yes.
. I couldn't tell,

You couldn't tell?

I didn't observe.

5 » o P O w

You don't know whether he had his shoes on when you
went there or not?
A No,
THE COURT: I am sorry, Mr. Houk.
A That'!s right, I don't.

. THE COURT: You will have to keep
your voice up) sir, The members of the jury and
the rest of the people in the room must hear your
testimony, sir, :

Q' VWhen you cane back to the Sheppard house the seccond

time, how long did you rcmain?
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_— I can't state the specific tine. Actually, we were

all in such a state of shock, as far as actual time is
concerned, I can't be accurate.
Q It is fair to say that within a2 short time a large

number of people gathered cn the premises, did they not?

Yes, sir.

The Cleveland police came out?

Yes.

The Corcner arrived with some perscnnel?
I remember the Cecrcner was there, yes.

Was the County Sheriff's office represented?

I'm not sure.
You saw neusmen there?
Not on that morning.

There were none on that morning?

> o P O > O > O > O »F

I say, I didn't cbserve any. I didn't say that
+.there weren't any.

Q After you came back frem your house, did you stay
there most of the morning?

A Well, I left another time with Sergeant Hubach of
‘the Bay Village police force. He and I went over to

* the Ahern's hone.

Q You had scume conversation with the Aherns and then

returned?
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A Yes, sir,

Q When you went back to your home, Mr., Houk, how long
did you remain?

A I would estimate probably ten or fifteen minutes.

Q Did you do anything while you were there in addition

to telling your children to lock the doors?

A I called the Aherns,
MR, SPELLACY: Sir, I didn't hear you.
A X called ~= pardon me -~ I called the Aherns.,

Q From your home., Did you do anything else during
the ten or fifteen nminutes that you were there?

A Not to my lnowledge.

Q So your activitles there consisted of conversation
with your children, and a call to the Aherns?

Yes, actually, it was Just to my son,

Eﬁst to your son; that I take it was very dbrief?

Pardon?

I take 1t that was very brief, that conversation?

> o > o >

Well, I had to awaken him, and told him what had
happened, and told him t0 == ;
Q I am not interested in what you told him, Just ﬁhe
duration, was it a fairly short conversation? '

A Reasonably short,

Q  The phone ceonversation with the Aherns, was that
also brief?
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A Well, I den't really recall the duration of that
conversation.
Q Now, are those two things all that you did when you .

were back at your home that morning?

A As far as I know, it was.

Q When you arrived at the Sheppard home, was the door
closed?

A Yes,; sir,

Q Was 1t locked?

A l’Nc'a,, sir.

Q - What kind of lock was there on the Lake Road door of
the Sheppard home on July 4th?

A I don't even know,

Q You donit know?

A No, sir.

Q Did you make any observations of the door that
morning? |

A No, I didn‘t.

Q Did you without gilving the conversation consu.it with

any of the investigating officers as to whether or no_t
there had been a foreible entry into the house?

A Not that I recall,

Q You say there was some kind of lock there but_ you .
have no memory as to what kind, is that true?

Bl + I guess, I don't rcmember,
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Q Did you ever open the door that leads out to Lake
‘Erie,_that leads out to the front porch?

As I recall, that door was open,

It was open when you arrived?

‘I believe it was. -

.VWas there a screen dcorin place?

I believe so.

D > & > o >

And was that, 1f you remenber, on a spring of suy
kind so that it remained shut, unless it was being held

open?
- A I don't recall.
Q - On prior occasions when you dropped in to visit with

Marilyn Sheppard, or to do errands for her, did you find
the Lake Road door locked as a matter of custom or was it
usually open?

A "I don't really remember.,

Q You described for us a conversation that you had
with Doctor Sam Sheppard and Doctor Stephen Sheppard
some time before the inquest relating to a Doctor loritz,
is that true?

A « No, that wasn't Doctor Moritz. They said that a
psychiatrist from the ecast side --

Q Did you have a conversation, the subject matter of

which was Doctor Moritz?

A Well, on the day prior to the inquest, or about

That e, I titbictt—was—theny—vhen—Sam-had—expressed-to
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,me that Doctor loritz had shown an interest in me,
Q - You had some talk about him then?
A Just that, yes.

Q " Well, Sam mentioned to you that Doctor Moritz had an
interest in your affection for Marilyn, did he not,

wasn't that his statement?

A No.
Q Vaa that word used, do you reccall, in the cenver-
sation?
A ‘ Pardon?
Q Was that word used in the conversation?
A " No.,
Q :.And you responded to that by saying what?
MR, CORRIGAN: ObJjection. He responded
to what?
THE COURT: - Sustained,
Q When Sam Sheppard said that Doctor Morditz had an

- dnterest in you, what did you say?
A I don't recall now what I did say.
Q Do you recall whether or not you were angry?
A - No, I don't believe I was angry.
Q If you made any statement in response to what Doctor
Sam Sheppard had said, you have forgotten it, is that
- right?

THE COURT: Ccunselor, I didn't
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P follow your question,

MR, BAILEY: . Thie question was this:
If Mr. Houk made any statement in response to what

Sam Sheppard sald, he dces not now remember,

Q Is that correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q As the investigation progressed did you keep pretty

close track of what was going on?

A Yes.

Q ‘Would you frequently call the Bay Village police
station to be brought up to date on developments?

L .Well, actually, my office was in the townhall which

1s where the police station was.

Q Did you frequently drop in for such purpose?
A Yes.

Q You conversed with all the officers involved in thel
investigation? -

A Yes,

Q . Now, you have said from time to time you would vislt

with Mrs. Sheppard on your way to work or on the wéy back
and cashed checks for her, to drop off orders; how long
ﬁrior to the time of her death had you been friendly on
this basis?

A Oh, I would say for some time,

Q How long is some time?
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A I don't know exactly how long. Perhaps a year or
more.,
Q Wasn't there a time when there was a fire at Doctor

Sheppard's home?

A Yes,

Q And Doctor Sam Sheppard and Marilyn and the young boy
lived with Doctor Richard Sheppard while the garage was
being repalred, do you recall that?

A ,& believe they did,

Q Doctor Richard Sheppard'!s house 1s located somevhat

to the east of Doctor Sam’s on the same Lake Road, is it
not?

A That'!s correct.

Q You have been there?

A Yes.

Q .And for a three-week period of time, the two brothers

and their families were living together in that house
next to theﬂhospital, were they not?

A I believe that is correct.

Q And didn't you visit almost daily during that
interval with Marilyn Sheppard? -
A No.

Q You did not?

A That's correct,
Q

Well, in the three-week period, 1f you can recall 1t,
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how many times would you say that you did go by and visit

with her?

A I don't recall,

Q Was it once or more than once?

A I have no idea. It wasn't very often, I can tell
you that.

Q Didn't you bring young Sam Sheppard home from school

when they were living there on a number of occaslons?
A It is possible that I did.
THE COURT: Counigelor, perhaps

at this point, unless you wish to proceed ==

MR, BAILEY: Pine,
THE COURT: You may, do you wich
to proceed?
IR, BAILEY: No, this 1s a convenient

place to take a recess,

THE CCOURT: Ladies and gentlemen
of the jury, we have reached the point in the
afternoon where we customarily take a recess,
which we will do this afternocon, and while you
are away on your afternoon recess you will bear
in mind the iastructions glven on each occasion
when you leave the room; you shall not discuss
this case, what little you know of it, amongst

yourselves; nor permit anyone else to discuss




it with you, nor permit yourselves to overhear
anything that relafes ©o this case, by any means

of communicaticn.

Ve will take our afternoon recess.
(Thereupon a recess was had.)

THE COURT: Counselor Balley, you

pay prosacd,

MR, BATLEY: Thank you, your lHonor.

THEREUPCY, the witness J. SPENCER HOUK, resumed

the witness stand and was further examined and

1R, BAILEY: Might Mr. Romito rea
1 and anﬁwcr, your Honor?

CURT: YMr. Reporter, would
you please rcad the last questicn and answers
(Following question and answer were rcad:by

the reporters:)

"Didn't you brinz young Sam Sheppard home from
school when they were living there on a nunber
of ocecasions?"

"It is possible that I aid.”

By Mr, Bailey:

Q Vhen you say i1t is possible, Ir, Houlk, you mean you

have no clcar racollaction of that cver happenlng?
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I believe that I &id,
You did bring hin?

Yes.

o » O =

During this three-week pericd how many times did you

deliver young Sam Sheppard from school to the house of

Richard Sheppard wherz lMardlyn was?

A I have no idea,

Q Was 1t more than once?

A F_It possibly was bub I don't remember.

Q When you arrived at the Sheppard home in the morning

and made a phone call to the police, from what phene did

you méke ie?

A From the one in the den,

Q Fron the onc in the den?

A Yes, sir, _

Q In the presence of Sam Sheppard? '

A Yes, sir.

Q Vith whom did you speak at the station?

A With Patrolman Drenithan.

é, The same Patrolmcn Drenkhan who' subsequently arrived?
A Yes, .

Q How far is %he police station from Sam's house?

A I would say perhaps a mile and & half,

Q Now, after you had completed this telephone call and

lmew that the police or soms of them vere on the way, did
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you leave the den?

A It 1s possiblie that I did,
Q Do you have scome memory of where you might have gone

beside the den, prior 4o the arrival of Patrolman Drenkhan?
No, no specific memory of 1t.

‘D14 you go in the living rcon??

No, I dont't believe 1t digd.

Did you go into the kitchen?

It 1s possilble. I don't remember,

'Did you go upstbairs?

o,

O P+ H T+ H P OLH ®

After they arrived did you at some point go to the |

second floor where Farilyn lay?

A Tes,

Q How long. aiter the police arrived did this cccur?
A I don't rciember exactly how long.

Q I am not asking for precissé minutes, but your best

memory; was it shortly alterward?

Shortly afterward, I would say, yes.
May be 15 or 20 minubes, or less? .
I believe it would have been less.
Who acccmpanied you, anyone?

No.

O P H. P

etween the time that Mrs. Houk had gone upstairs,

presumably, and the time that you went upstalrs, did anyone
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else go up, would you knouw?

A To the best of my recolleetion, when I went up the |
stairs and leocked into the room, there were a couple of
Bay Village, I think they were the men that drove the
ambulance, that wers in the room,
THE COURT: Mr, Hoult, you must

keep your volce up, please, You trall off at the,

end of yows Lasponsses, and we must hear you, and

it is irperative that the Jury hear you, sir.
Q Wow, is that the first time that day that you had
been in that room, the time you just desceribed?
A Yes, yes, sir,
Q- And you say that the other time that you were up on
the second floor whar .Ar*1gn was in bed, she was in a
different room?
A As I reecall she was,
Q Now, when you started up the stalrs, did ycu know
which bedroom you were going to loock in?

A No,

s

Q Bus you wenbt directly into the one in which she was
found, did you nov?
A Well, as I said, when I got up vo the top of the

stairs, the men were in this roon.

2 ]

Q Had you becn gilven any information Ly anyone p

this time as to waat room the dody lay in?

or to|
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g Not that I recall, :

Q As you ascended the stairs, was it youwr purpose o go

into the bedroom where you had last seen Marilyn on the

prior occasion?

A No, I hadn't even thought of that,
Q You hadn't thought of which room you were going to

look in when you got there, is that it?

A Yes,

Q Now, had the body been moved, if you lmow, by anyone
betweén the time you arrifed at Sam's house, and the time
you went into lMarilyn's bedroom Yo look?

A ‘Not that I know of,

Q Can you desceribe the manner in which the deceased
vas positioned on the bed, as to the position first ol

her arms?

A I don't romember, actually, I Just stayed there a
minute, It wazs a2 hell of Q thing ©o have to see,

Q Yes,‘I'm sure it was. Did you make any observations
about her clothing, pajamas?

A Well, as I sbtoted before, the only thing I can re-
mamber was that thers was, I believe it was a sheet, pulled
up about to her hips,

Q Did you kn&w or had you learned from anyone prior to
going up those stairs the state of her array, and I refer

to her clothing or night dress or whatever?

A No.
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Q Did you mzke any obzcrvations as to the room itsclf?
A I can't say that I did,
Q@ . I think you zaid on direct examination that that was

the one bed in the room, the one she was lying on, is

that right?
A I said, that's tThe cne I remecmber,
Q Do you remember any of the other furniture that ycu

observed, what else was iIn the room?
A ‘No, I den't,

Q You have no menory?

A No.

Q IWell, was sghe lyinz on the only bed in the room?

A I can't state thai, sir. I don't knew. I Jﬁst told

you where I saw her, and as I said that's the only bed that

Q So that if there was ancther cone there you didn't

gee 1t, is that correst?

A I don't remerber having seen 1t.

Q Did you make any observavlons as to the walls?

A Moy eir. :
Q Did you seec auny substaﬁtial quantities of what appearc
to be blood?

A Yes.

Q There was some on the bed and around and on lMarilyn

£

Sheppard, was there not?

a




269

A Yes.

Q Did you.see any in any other
A I didn't, As I stat

there a very brief moment.

Q

correct?

A I dontt

@ Do I understand

Well, you said about

think it was

and stepped right out again?

A

the entrance of the

Q

described the

A No.

Q Did. you
A N

Q You saw
attention?

A No.

Q

kctuallyi &

Well, prior ¢

As you weniu ux

2 R R,
QLan

T go into
’\n SO "“’1-

v wwad

vosition of Marilyn,

no unusual

s

ohjec

[ 5 SR o s
that you Just ate

s
wile

the ".;i“.\_ you wel

e

or came downl tha

rlaces?

ed before, I just stayed up

a minute, I believé, is that

that long,.

pred Into the roon

1*OC0lle

I Just stocd in

and locked in.,

T ups; had your wife

wnat her condition was?

anything iying on the floor?

that came to your

stairs to the zecond

floor, did you notlece any bloody fingerprintz on the

Lbandsters?
.Pc }IOQ
Q

A No.

Did you at any time see such

a

fingerprint?




