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Thereupon the State ot Oh.i.0 1 turther to 

maintain the issues· on its part to be maintained, 

called as a witness HENRY DOMBROWSICI1 who1 being 

tirst duly sworn 1 was examined and testified as 

tollowa: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

By Mr. Parrino: 

Q Will you atate your naae1 please? 

A Heney E. Dcml:>rowak1. 

Q Where do you live1 Henry? 

A 2648 Eaat lllth Street1 Cleveland1 Ohio. 

Q You are a meaber ot the Cleveland Police Department? 

A 

Q How long have you been in the department? 

A I have been 1n the depart•ent since July ot 1942. 

Q What are 7our apeo1t1c dutiea at the present time? 

A At the present tille. I .. aaaigned to the Sc1ent1t1c 

Ident1t1cat1on Unit 1n the laborat017 section. where you 

make eJtallinat1ona and compariaona ot various evidence 

that ia aubaitted b7 meabera ot the Cleveland Police 

Departaent. 

Q And how long have you been doing that particular work? 

A Since Ma1' ot 1946. 

Q What training did you receive outside ot high school
1 
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Bureau tor the performing or the work that you do? 

A We have a chemistry bench equipped with various ohemicala 

that might be needed tor whatever analysis is required 

at the time. We have a number of microscopes. We have 

various other acientitic in•truments, such as the 

retractaneter. We have analytical balances. We have 

the spectrograph, and varioua small chemical apparatus, 

scientific apparatus. 

Q You have a :t"u.lly-equipped laborato17? 

A Yes. 

Q How, otticer Dombrowski., wbeD did you tirat go to the home 

ot Saa Sheppard? 

A On July the 23rd, 1954. 

Q And upon whoee orders did you go there? 

A Sergeant Lockwood requested that we come to the hane. 

Q And what tiae ot the day was it that you went there tar 

the first tille? 

A we arrived at the home at approx1mately about 9:15 a.m. 

Q waa anyone with you? 

A Yea. Detective 

Q Who waa that? 

A Detective Ruble and Detective Poelking. 

Q And who is Detective Rub.le? 

A Detective Ruble 1• another one ot the member• ot the 

laboratory, and Detective Poelking is aaaigned to the 



Scientific Identification Unit, but is a member ot the 

fingerprint unit section. 

3 Q In other words, various persona 1n your bureau have 

specific duties, is that correct? 

A That's right, sir. 

Q Now, what, 1r anything, did you have with you when you 

went out there that day? 

A At that particular ti.Ile we had various vials and tiller 

papers, an ultra-violet light, and chem1.cal re-agents that 

we thought might be used at the scene. 

Q Now, deacribe in a general W&7 what you did there upon your 

arrival. 

A First we were told exactly what the premises were, taken 

through the preaiaea, shown around, and then we started to 

examine ataira and roam• tor &n7 trace ot any evidence that 

might be uaed 1n connection with thia crime. 

Q And who showed ;you around? 

A '!here was Sergeant 0 1Jlalle;y, and there waa Detective O'Hara. 

'!'here were about three or tour other ott1cera in the place 

at that time. 

Q '!hen you made a tour ~ the belle tirat, 1a that correct? 

A Yea. 

Q And atter ;you a&d• a tour ot the home, what did ;you next do? 

A 1ben we got down -- we bad portable spotlights with ua, and 

we were uaing those spotlight• in exall1n1ng tor the 
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roGll -- 1n exa•1n1ng the roCllll and the stairway and the 

various portions or the hc:111e ror any minute evidence that 

could have been overlooked that would be revealed with 

the greater illumination. 

Q And would you describe these portable spotlights, please? 

A Oh, they are about -- they are self-battery contained. 

'!hey are about 15 inches long, about five inches square. 

Q And what is the power that thoae spotlights provide? 

A I couldn't give an exact wattage an the bulbs. 'nley have 

two lights. 'Ibey are a reflector beaa light, that is a 

d1JI light, and a bright light. 

Q In what way did you use those spotlights? 

A We used those to illuminate exact~ the spot that we 

were loold.ngat so that we could see the minutest or 

particle• 1n there, in the area that we were ex••1n1ng. 

Q What part or the baae did you exaw1ne tirat? 

A '!he tirat thing, we took a general look around the roca 

upata1ra 6 that ia, the room where the body was discovered. 

Q Juat generally? 

A 'lbat•a right. 

Q And where did you go atter that? 

A Arter that we went down the stairway heading tram the 

second tloor down to the t1rat floor. 

Q And what did you do 1n the process or going in that way? 



A W~ examjned the stairs, that is, the treads and the risers, 

and there we noticed brown spots that had the appearance 

ot blood. 

Q And on how many steps did you see that appearance? 

A We round that on a maaber ot -- we round that on tive or 

the ten treads that were 1n the stairway, and on a n\Dllber 

ot the riser•. In other words, there were 1n all 26 drops 

ot blood that were located on that stairway. 

Q Were you using the tlaahlight when you ll&de the -- the 

spotlight when you made thia observation, sir? 

A Yea, air. 

Q Now, how many steps are there leading rraa the second floor 

to th• landing? 

A To the landing, that is, there are 10 treads and 11 risers. 

Q How, atter you made that exaaination ot tho•• stairs what, 

it anything, did 7ou do when you got to the landing and 

the atepa leading tram the landing to the ground tloor? 

A We theD went over to the kitchen aide and exa•1ned the 

ataira that gca trca the landing into the kitchen. 
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Q And what did you find, it anything? 

A On that side we found that there were two treads and three 

risers, and there we found that there were no drops of 

blood located on the treads, that is, the two treads, 

and on all three risers we had located a total or 12 drops 

of blood, what appeared to be blood. 

Q Those are the three risers that lead to the landing, is 

that right? 

A That's right, sir. 

Q On the kitchen side? 

A Yea. 

Q Now, did you make an e.xaaination ot the appearance or 

those steps and treads on the opposite side of those three 

steps? 

A Yea, we did. 

Q What, it anything, did you find? 

A On the living rooa aide, we round that there were two 

dropa on the edge ot the first tread and there was one 

on the second riser. 

Q And bow did you diacover those spots? 

A We also used the spotlight · to give us the 1llum1nation. 

Q Mow, did you 118.ke an eX&llination there of the living room 

at that time? 

A Yes. There was several -- there was a door that was checked 

in the living room and then there was the doorway leading 



out to the north porch. -- Q Now, on that occasion, or that day, did you make an eX&llina-

tion or the floor in the living roomfbr any s1ailar spots 

that you had found on the stairway? 

A On the carpeted floor? 

Q Yes. 

A There were several stain-like areas that were examined. 

However, there was nothing that was positive in there. 

Q On that particular occasion? 

A That's right, sir. 

Q Now, into what other part ot the house did you go on 

that first occasion? 

A We went down into the basement. 

Q And wbat did you find there, if anything? 

· A Well, we found -- on the stairway we round nine drops of 

what appeared to be blood on the baaeaent atairs. 

Q. Where 1a that stairway lo~ated? 

A That stairway i• located directly beneath the stairway 

going to the second floor, and the door from the kitchen 

is at the northwest corner of the kitchen, the doorway 

leading down to tbe basement. 

Q. And bow aany stairs are there at that point? 

A There are eight treads on that stairway, and the risers 

are not what you would call exactly a riser because it~ 

a slanted thing with the portion under the tread above it 
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being open with Just the back closed in by boards being i 

nailed up straight across the angles of the treads, back 

end of the treads. 

Q And will you describe what, if anything, you found on those 

basement stairs? 

A We found the nine drops that appeared to be blood on the 

basement stairs. 

Q Now, relative to those drops on the baseaent stairs, did 

A 

A 

A 

you do anything? 

We ran a benzidine test on the drops on tbe basement stairs.I 
I 
i 

On what drops did you do that? 1 
I 
I 

We checked all or those drops with the bensidine teat. I 

Now, will you please tell this Jury what the benzidine test I 

is? I 
The benzidine teat 1a a method or checking suspected spots I 

i 

that are s~apected or being blood, whether they are blood --1 

could be blood 01'.not. If the teat 18 negative, it I 

eliminate• the poaa1b111ty that the spot is blood. It is I 
I 

a quick, rapid means that can be checked right on the 

spot, to check whether a spot ta blood or not. 

Q In other word•, ir sy understanding is correct, benz1d1ne 

is a testing solution, is that correct? 

A That's right. It's a reagent. 

Q And did you have the benzidine with you on that occasion? 

A Yes, we did. 

I 
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Q And how do you carry that solution? 

A We carried it in a glass-stoppered reagent bottle. 

Q Now, you say that you made the benzidine test on those 

basement steps, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, will you describe to the Jury generally how you made 

that test? 

A We have cotton tipped applicators which we had with us 

at the time. 

Q Describe what that looks like? 

A It is a circular stick, oh, about a sixteenth or an eighth 

of an inch in diameter; they are six inches long, and the 

tip or it has a piece of cotton wrapped around it, Just 

a little cotton tip. We would moisten this cotton tip 

into a saline solution, that is, a salt solution made up 

in the laboratory. 

Q Now, you s~ you make up this saline solution yourself? 

A Yes. 

Q And a saline solution is a salt solution? 

A Yea. 

Q And you take this cotton tip and you immerse it into the 

saline solution first, do you? 

A We uae the technique or having a dropper in the saline 

solution and taltin& a drop or the saline solution and 

dropping 1t into tbe cotton tip. Then we would take this 
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cotton tip that is moistened and gently rub it over the 

edge, arowid the edge of the suspected spot. We would 

then take a drop of benzidine solution 

MR. CORRIOAM: Pardon me, 

Mr. Dombrowski. You used the word "we." 

Were there more than you doing this? 

THE COURT: Yes. 

THE WITJIESS : Yea. There were 

three of us, Detective Ruble, Poelking and 

myself. 

MR. CORRIOAH: Ruble, Poelking 

and yourself? 

THE WITllESS: Yes. 

Q And who waa doing the applying? 

A Well, Detective Ruble and I worked together on each and 

every one or those. In other worda, I was there. One man 

might be holding the swab at this tiae, the other man 

mi&bt drop a drop. 

Q I see. Continue. 

A We would then drop the drop or benzidine solution on to the 

cotton tip. Then we would take and add a drop or hydrogen 

peroxide. If you get a poaitive reaction, you would 

instantly, within a second ~r two, get a blue-green color 

appearing on your swab. I! it was negative, you would get 

no color, or it aigbt appear a considerable time later. 
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Now, as you did this on these suspected spots, what 

happened exactly? 

A We would instantly get this blue-green color. 

Q And what would that mean? 

A That the spot could be blood. 

~245i 

Q Now, would that benzidine teat tell you whether that was 

human or anti-hUJl&ll blood? 

A No, it wouldn't tell you whether it was animal or human 

blood. 

Q So that from that particular teat you come to a conclusion, 

in your opinion, whether or not it is blood or is not blood, 

is that correct? 

A '?hat's right, sir. 

Q Row, had you ever performed that test before while a 

member or the Cleveland Police Department? 

A Yea. That'• quite a C0111lonl7 used teat that we use 

regularly, because it is rapid and tbe solutions are 

alW&7& on hand, and it eliminate• ;oing through intricate 

teats ot spots that you could eliminate in a hurry if they 

were not blood. 

Q I see. You have been doing tbat for a period or years, 

then, is that correct? 

A That'• rigbt. 

Q Now, as you did complete this teat, to what color did 

these spots turn? 

--------r---------------·---·-----------------1---
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A That is, the spot on the cotton tip applicator --

Q Yes. 

A -- would turn a blue-green color. 

Q Blue-green? 

A Yes. 

Q What did that indicate to you, sir? 

A That the spots could be blood. 

Q And in how many instances did you have that finding on the 

basement steps? 

A In nine instances. 

Q Now, Detective Ruble, are there other substances that 

would react in the same way, in your experience? 

A It is possible to encounter other substances that might 

give you tbat same reaction. 

Q For instance? 

A Well, there are some chellicala that might give the reaction. 

However, in the method that we 

lllR. CORRIGAN: 

he uaed thea. 

THI COURT: 

them in this case? 

'l'BB VI'l'JIESS: 

TD COU:R?: 

I object unless 

Yea. Did you use 

Ho, sir. 

It is not 111Portant 

.-..~~~~~~+-~~~-h-e_r_•_·~JIR~·~P_ARRilf~~o_:~~~~~~A_l_l~r_1_g_h_t_,_J_u_dg~•-·~---1-



Now, did you make that same teat that day in other parts 

of the home? 

A Not that particular day, no, sir. 

Q Did you do anything elae there relative to those spots 

in the baseaent that day? 

A Yes. There waa a spot, one or the larger and what looked 

to be heavier spot 

Q And where was that spot located? 

A That spot was located on the third tread troll the bottom 

on the baseaent stairs. 

Q Now, were there some picture• taken there that day, 

Officer Dombrowski? 

A Yes, sir, there were. 

Q And by whoa were those pictures taken? 

A Detective Poelking. 

Q You say he is a aeaber or the saae unit that you are? 

A Yea, sir. 

MR. P ARRIHO: Will you mark 

this, please? 

(State'• Exhibit 6o, bell 
a photograph, was marked~ 

I 

A 

for identification.) I 
Showing you what is marked for 1dent1t1cat1on as State's 

Exhibit 60, do you recognize that scene, sir? 

Yea, I do. 

And what does that represent? 

I 

\ 
l 
! 

I 
I 

I 
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A The baseaent stairs that I was Just talking about. 

Q And does that picture fairly represent the scene as it 

appeared to you that morning? 

A Yes, it doea. 

Q I see certain circle• on these steps. What does that 

represent, sir? 

A Those circles represent the areas that were tested with 

the benzidine solution. 

Q And who put those circles on the steps? 

A They were put there by me or Detective Ruble in my presence. 

We were both working together at that time. 

Q What substance did you use to make those circles? 

A Just ordinary chalk. 

Q Now, how many spots did you say there were on those base-

ment stairs, suapected blood spots, that is? 

A Nine. 

Q And are all those nine shown in this picture? 

A Ho, not all nine are shown in this picture. 

Q How many are? 

A Seven are shown, and there is one that is not circled, 

but it shows as a white spot bere on the third step, which 

is the spot fro• which we had reaoved a sample of the 

suspected spot. 

Q And was there another spot other than that somewhere? 

A Yea. There's another spot somewhere here. The shot of 
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the picture, tbe angle, doesn't show it aost likely. 

Now, does this picture show, referring to State's Exhibit 

No. 60, show the spot that you have described a moment ago 

as the larger area or what appeared to be blood? 

Yes, it does. 

And on what step ia that, please? 

That is on the third step from the bottom. 

MR. PARRDIO: I wish to ofter 

State's Exhibit No. 60 at this time, your 

Honor. 

MR. GARJIONE: No objection. 

THE COURT: It will be received. 

MR. PARRIKO: 

(State's Exhibit 60 was 
received in evidence.) 

Will you step 

down here Juat a second, officer? 

(Witness leaves witness stand.) 

MR. CORRIOAR: Running from the 

top, la that step number six? 

THI WI'l'DSS: The a1xth fro• 

the top, yea, air. 

MR. CORRIQAlf: The sixth :f'rom 

the top? 

THE WITlfESS: Yea, sir. 

MR. PARRIHO: Take the back of 

this pencil, please, and show the Jury the spot 



that you are referring to. 

- THE WITNESS: The white spot 

appearing here near the edge, like a square 

spot below the two white circles. 

MR. PARRINO: Just point to it, 

without speaking, down at this end, please. 

(Witness complies with request.) 

MR. PARRINO: May I show this 

to the Jury at this time, your Honor? 

TBE COURT: Yes. 

(State'• Exhibit 6o passed aaong the Jury.) 

Q Now, you say you did something relative to the spot that 

you round on the third stair rrom the bottom? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And what did you do? 

A We took a clean knite blade and cut out the piece of wood 

on which the blood spot was located, suspected blood spot 

was located. 

Q And what did you do With that piece or wood then? 

A That was caretully put into a vial and then talcie n to the 

poli.ce laboratoey. 

Q And by whoa was 1 t taken the re? 

A Taken by Jll1'Selt. 

- Q And what did you do with it when you got to the police 

laboratory? 
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A We entered it onto the books, record books, and then later 

on made a further exaaination or that spot. 

Q or that spot on the wood? 

A That's right, sir. 

Q And when did you make that further e.xaaination? 

A That was made some time atter August llth. 

Q Where did you make that examination? 

A In the police laboratory. 

Q What examination did you make? 

A I made a precipitant test on that to determine --

Q Now, Just a ao .. nt, please. You say you made a precipitant 

teat? 

A Yes. 

Q How, Will ~ou generally state to the Jury what you mean by 

a precipitant teat? 

A It is possible to get a prepared extract or a serum that 

is specific ror hUll&D blood or any particular type of 

animal blood. The part1c\llar precipitant that we had in 

the laborato17 waa specific for b~ blood. 

Q How, Will you tell the Ju17 what the purpose 18 or making 

a precipitant teat? 

A It is to determine whether the bbod is bw:aan or not. 

Q And did you make such a teat~ 

A That's right, sir. 

Q Now, how clid :you make that teat? 
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A I made an extract of that stain 1n a physiological normal 

saline solution. 

Q And how did you do that? 

A I added a few cc's of saline solution to a test tube into 

which I dropped this wood including the suspected spot. 

Q Now, how large was this piece of wood that you took out 

A 

Q 

i 

I 
I 
I 

or the stair, about? 

It was approximately tnree-eighths or an inch square. 

And what did you place into the tube first, the saline 

solution or the wood with the suspected spot on it? 

A Tbe piece of wood with the suspected -spot. 

D. CORRIGAlf: Will you pardon 

m•? I didn't get the size of the pieaeor wood. 

TBB COUR!': Three-eighths or 

an inch. 

MR. PARRDIO: Three-eighths or 

an inch. 

MR. MA!IOll: Three-eighths or 

an inch square. 

When you say tbree-eigbtha or an inch, you mean three-eighth 

in each direction? 

A That's right, yes, sir. 

Q You placed tbe wood into the tube, then the saline solution 

into the tube, 1a that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 
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Q Then what did you do? 

A I then let that soak for two days, keeping the rack with 

the test tube with the solution in it in the refrigerator. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

I 
I 
i 

I 
I 
I 
j 

I 
I 
I 

i 

And was the tube open or closed? 

No, it was covered. 

It was covered? 

Yes. 

With what did you cover the tube? 

I covered it with a glass beaker or a small beaker. 

Q And you say you placed all or that into a refrigerator? 

A Yea, air. 

Q You have those facilities in your depart ... nt, do you? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q And arter two days you did something else, 111 that correct? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q What did you do? 

A I then took the precipitant, dried aerwa, the anti-human 

precipitant serua, broke the vial -- it's in a sealed'4.al. 

Q Will you tell the Jury what anti-human serum is and 

where did you get it? 

A The particular serum that we used waa obtained Just 

several aontha betore tbis teat waa made from the Highland 

Laboratories, Los Angeles. It was bought there through 

the City Purchasing Depart•ent. And it has an expiration I 

date on it ot March 8, 1959. 
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And on what day was it that you were making this specific 

test? 

A It was approximately about the middle or August. 

Q Now, what did you do with this anti-hUll&ll serum? 

A I broke the vial -- also with the packet we get a vial 

containing distilled water -- I broke that vial and dissolved 
0 

the serua into the distilled water tbat is supplied with 

the serum tor that purpose, made a solution ot the serum. 

Q Yea. 

A I then took -- after the serum went completely in the 

solution, I took two-tenths or a cc or the serum and placed 

that into a teat tube, a small centrifu&• type tube. 

Q_ Now, you say you took two-tenths ot a cc ot thia solution 

that you had prepared with tbe anti-human serua, is that 

correct? 

A That's ri&bt, sir. 

Q And you took that and you placed it where? 

A And ran it into the bottoa or the teat tube. 

Q What teat tube do you refer to? 

A A clean freah teat tube that bad been cleaned. There waa 

nothing else in there. 

Q All right. 

A I did that with several other teat tubea. In other words, 

there waa tive teat tubes in all that I put that serum in. 

Q Then what did you do? 
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A Then I took out the solution of the suspected blood spot 

froa the refrigerator and pipetted off the clear portion 

from the top of that solution. 

Q What do you mean by that? 

A I have a very fine capillary pipette that we insert into 

the liquid, the tip of it into the liquid, and then draw 

out the solution fro• the test tube. 

Q This waa the test tube into which you had placed the wood? 

A That's right, the suspected spot. 

Q All right. Then what happened? 

A Then I added that to the top, gently flowed it over the 

serua, the teat tube that contained the serum, the 

anti-human serum. 

Q ~1rat you placed this anti-human serum into a test tube? 

A Yes. 

Q Then you took some of thia other solution that was in the 

tube with the wood in it, ia that correct? 

A That's right, sir. 

Q And you slowly placed tbis second solution into the anti-

buaan solution, ia that correct? 

A That 's right, sir. 

Q And what, if anything, occurred? 

A I gently flowed it on top so it would not mix but the two 

liquids would tora sort ot a line in between. 

Q Yea. 
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A And then I observed the test tube and noticed that in aoout 

five minutes there started to appear a white line in between 

the Junction of the two liquids in that test tube. 

Q Mow, when you say this white line appeared in between the 

Junction of the two liquids, exactly what do you mean by 

that? 

A I mean that the lower portion was the serum that was put 

in and the upper portion was the liquid froa the test tube 

that was gently flowed on to that, Just so that it wouldn't 

mix but Just Join together, one would be laying on top of 

the other. The serua being a heavier liquid, it would be 

at the bottom. 

Now, we observed that atter r1ve ainutea there would 

form what we call a precipitate, or precipitant, and this 

was observed by a white cloudy line appearing at that spot. 

Q Mow, had you perroraed that teat before, sir? 

A Yea, I have. 

Q And wbat did that precipitant reveal to you? 

A Well, it revealed that the blood -- that the liquid that 

I had added to the top or this aerwa contained hwnan blood. 

MR. PARIIHO: I think I can 

adJourn, your Honor. 

MR. DANACEAU: -- Ir the Court 

please, we have a witness that we intended 

to have this at"ternoon. He has Just arrived, 


