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ESTHER HOUK, having been flrst duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION OF ESTHER HOUK

BY DR. GERBER:

> O > £ P O » O

Q

You are the wife of the Mayor of the City of Bay Village?

A

> O

> O

> O > O P O

What 1s your name, pléase?
Esther Houk.

Just talk so he can hear jyou.
Esther Houk.

Where do you llfe?

20014 Lake Road.

Bay Village, Ohlo?

Bay Village. |

Will you speak up a little bit, he can't hear you.

Yos, I am.

How long have you been married?

Twenty years.

You have how many children?

Two.

What are thelr names, please?

Lawrence Houk and Linnette Houk.,

You are ascquainted with Dr. Sam Sheppard?
Yes,

Soclally?

Yes.
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Is he your family physiclan?

My mother-in-law'!s family physiclan.

Not yours personally?

I have had Dr. Sam as a physician.,

You were acqualnted with Marllyn Sheppard, his wife?
Yes.

How long have you been acquainted with her?

We became acquainted possibly eight or ten months

after they moved here, into thelr present home.

Q

Eight or ten months after they moved Iinto thelr

present home?

A Yes.

Q Where they now reside?

A Yes.,

Q How long ago did they move in?

A I believe they moved In in July or August of '51.
Q Can you recall where you were on July 3 of thls year,
that 1s Saturday, July 3¢9

A I was at home, to mﬁ recollection, all day and all
evening.

Q Did you go to any stores, make any purchases any-
place?

A It 1s possible, but I don't think so.

Q Did you visit with anyone?

A I don't remember. |
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Did you visit with Marilyn and Sam Sheppard on July S?j

Q .
A No. g
Q Did you talk to them by telephone? 5
A No. |
Q On July 3% | i
A No. | g
Q Do you recall what time your husband came home on ;
July 3%

A After work,

Q Is that --

A Possibly 6:30.

Q Is that the usual time for him to come home on a |
Saturday? |
A Yes. !

Q From 6:30 P. M. then could you recall what you and
your husband did?

A Well, he wafched the fight on televislon, and we
went down to the lake to watch the fireworks at Edgewatser
Park untll probably 10:30,

Q You say, who 1s we? ;
A My husband and I. }
Q I mean, to watch the fireworks? i
A Yes. ‘
Q | That is, the lake 1in the back, in the front of the

house or the back of the house?
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A We went down to the lake. We conslder it the back
of the house.

Q You were able to see the fireworks in Cleveland?

A Edgewater Park.

Q At Edgewater Park. Now, go ahead.

A We came up and my husband watched the ball gams.
Our daughter and son came home, and our son llstened to
the ball game with hls father and our daughter and I
watched the movie on television. They had the portable
radio in the living room for the ball game, and we watched
television at the same time.

Q How long did you listen to the radio and watch
televislon?

A I believe the ball gamewas over very shortly before
the movie was over, and I think it was probably between
12:30 or quarter of 1:00,

Q During that time did you have any telephons calls
from the Sheppard home?

A No.

Q Did you see the Sam Sheppards that night?

A No.
Q Across the lots?
A No.

You didn't talk to them?

> O

No.

o e ey

[V S U
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Q By telephone?

A No.

Q After watching the ball game and listening to the
ball game and watching the.television, what happened then
in your home?

A My husband asnd the children went to bed. I was not
sleepy, so I took a copy of a magazine I had saved to
read one story, and declided since I could sleep 1n Sunday
morning, I would resd that story at that time. So I
read the magazine,

Q Until about whet time?

A Until possibly 2:30.

Q Can you tell me approximately how many feet or

yards that you live from the Sheppard home?

A Probably, considering the lot sizes, we live 2C0 feet,

Q During her life dld you ever call back and forth
across lots?

A No.

Q Did you hear anything out of the ordinary at the
time that you were up until 2:;30 in the nelighborhood?
A No. |
Did you hear any nolses whatsoever?

No.

No shouting?

> O r O

No.
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Was anyone on the beach, did you hear anyone on the

beach?

O  OH b O O P O = O P&

ﬁo, not that night.

That night, I am talking about Saturday night now,
Yes. |

You went, then returned around 2:;30°?
No, i1t must have been about 3:00.
5:00%

Before 1 retired.

Your husband had previously retlired?
Yes.

And your mother-in-law?

Yes. |

For the record I neglected to get 1t, what is your

mother-in-law!s name?

&

Q

Pearl Houk.
How old is she?
Seventy-seven.

Your mother-in-law and your two children and your

husband had retired?

A

» o P O

Yes.
You were the only one up 1n your home?

Yes.

Did you receive any telephone calls during that time?

None that I recall.
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: Q Then you retired. What do you remember next?

A A phone call which in itself 1is not unusual at our
house. I heard my husband, the tone of my husband's
voice, which is probably what really awakened me.

Q What did you hear?

A I can't remember exactly the words.

Q What is the substance of 1t¢

A The substance was that something terrible had happened

I belleve he wanted Sam to repeat, because he couldn't
realize what Sam said,

Q Did you know he was talking to Sam Sheppard?

A No. He must have asked somethiné like, "What is
that again?™ or "Tell me again."

Q Well, did you know who he was talking to?

A Not until after he hung up and I asked him what the

trouble was.

Q Then what did he say?

A He said, I can't remember hls exact words.
Q But in substance?
A He sald something to the effect come qulck. Sam

said somebody tried to murder Marilyn,
Q What time was this?
I didn't look at the clock.

Do you have any ldea as to the time?

> O

I have gotten an idea since, but at that time I had

no
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idea.

Q
A

What time?

I gather the time was around 6:00. I thought I heard

gomeone say the pollice call had gone in at 6:05, but I

don't know that 1s where --

Q
A

Was it daylight or was it daybreak?

It was light enough so that I had no trouble dressing

or finding my way around. 1 don't recall looking at the

sky to see whether the sun was up or not.

Q You were up until around 35:00 otclock. What was the
weather?

A It was cool and very windy when I went to bed.

Q Were your windows up?

A Yes. |

Q You heard no out-of-the-ordinary noises?

A No.

Q Now -- did you have something --

A Well, the lake makes so much noise there.

Q Was 1t cool enough so that you had to wear a jacket?
A I bhad a fire in the fireplace that evening.

Q Now, after this conversation with your husband when

you were awakened by tl®» telephone call, will you relate

just what you did without me interrupting, just go ahead

and relate it?

A

Well, I grabbed a pair of slacks and & tee shirt that

:
H
i
i
}
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were on the chair, ran downstalrs and asked my husband 1if
we would walk or drive, and he said, "Drive, that will be
faster." We got into the car and drove over.

Q Just go on.

A We both got to the doof at the same time. He opened
the door.

Q Which door was that?

A I belleve they calllit the back door, the one facing
Lake Road.

Q The one on Lake Road?

4 Yes. We went in and immedlately saw the mediclne
case upturned in the hall, We heard Sam's volce in the
study and went in there. My husband asked what had
heppened. Of course, I can't be sure of hls exact words
now.

Q What was the substance of 1t?2

A He said, "I don't know." |

Q Who said this?

A Sam, "I don't‘know. I can't think."™ He mentioned
Marilyn's name, and I lmmedlately ran upstairs.

) Then what did you do?

A I saw her, her arms out, so I put my hand for her
pulse. I felt none, but dldn't know whether I would under
the clrcumstances or not., So I lmmedlately rushed down-

stairs and told my husband to call the pollce, the
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ambulance, and everybody.

Q When you heard Sam's volce, who was he talking to?
A He wasn't talking, I don't believe, he just made a
sound of some kind.

Q Where was he when this happened?

A In the study. |

Q What sort of a sound?

A I don't recsall. 1 ﬁrobably assume he made a sound
because we went right to the study knowing that he was
there.

Q You heard this sound when you first came into the
door? |

A Yes.

Q When you first came 1Into the door. He didn't call
you?

A No. He probably heard us come in the door when

we opened the door.

Q Well, did he moan or did he groan or did he mention
your names?

A I donft recall.

Q Can you imitate the sound?

A No, I don't recall whethef, I don't recall what
asttracted us to the study.

Q Did he make &a nolse?

A He must havebecause we walked right into the study.
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Q
A
Q
A

desk.

of the chair,

his neck.

When

face.

dldn!

You went right to the study?

Yes.

What did you see in the study?

I saw Sam sitting in the chaif to the north of his

The upper part of his body was bent over the arm

Spen spoke to him, he ralsed hlis head and I saw his
Then I realized, I was half asleep, I probably

t gresp the whole thing, but having seen his face

and mentioned Marllyn, I lmmedlately went upstalrs.

Q

A

b2

O

> O » O

How was he attired?

I only saw & pslr of pants.

Did he have his shoes and stockings on?
I didn't notice. |
He had no clothes on ebove his waist?
No.

Were the pants wet?

I didn't notice thé pants beling wet.
Did you tough him?

Later I touched his shoulder,

How much later?

I had been upstalrs, came down, he complained of a

terrible pain in his neck and said he couldn't think.

So I

went to the kitchen and got some whiskey, feeling

and he had hils two hands around the back of

His head was hanging over the arm of the chailr

|
]

¢

!
i
i
i

!
!
|
i
{
i
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gomeone had to think or do something. I came back in
and offered it to him and he refused 1t, saying that that
wouldn't help because he had to think. At that point I
put my hand on hils shoulder, as you would an upset chillg,
and I rubbed his shoulder and told him not to try at that
time.

Q Was hls shoulder dry?

A To my knowledge 1t was dry.

Q Was his halr dry or wet?

A I don't know. I didn't notice his halr,

Q Was the chair in which he was sitting In dry or wet?
A I didn't notice the chair.

Q Now, what dld you see when you went upstalrs?

A I saw only Marilyn on the bed.

Q Did you go through the kiltchen to go upstairs?

A Yes.

Q Did you observe anything unusual in the klichen?

A No.
Q Can you recall what you saw when you went into the
bedroom?

A I saw nothing other than the bed and Marilyn. I was
half asleep and I didn't feel that I clearly woke up all
daye. I saw only what was before my eyes at that moment.
Q Do you recall what you ssw on the bed?

A Yes.
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Q What did you see on the bed, just describe it for us?
A Marllyn was covered to almost the walst with a sheet.
Well, I don't know how to describe what I saw.

Q Where was the head and what did you sese?

A The head was not in tﬁe position of the pilllow,

Q Did you smee blood?

A She was partly --‘naturally.

Q Well, just tell me. I am just trying to help you.
Did you see blood?

vy I saw blood.

Q Was her head, was there blood on the bed, was there
blood on her face?

4 Yes.

Q Was there blood on her hair?

A Yes.

Q Was there blood on the plllow?

A 1 don't remember seeing a pillow.

Q Was Mrs. Sheppard in a naturel poslitlion in bed?

A Well, she looked llke she was:just lylng back. Her
head was not up at the top of the bed, so it wasn't
natural, but I don't recall having seen her feet or legs
because the sheet covered her.

Q How far into the room did you go?

A I went iIn far enough to put my h#nd on her arm.

Q Which arm¢?
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A Right arm.

Q I am going to show you & plcture and maybe this will

help you recall, and you can tell me whether or not this

is what you saw 1n the bedroom.

A It seems, 1 didn't see this from this position.

it only from the position of possibly three feet in the

room,

Q Does that help you recall what you saw?

A No, because this shows more than what I saw.

Q Did your hands get bloody?

A No. |

Q Did you get any blood on your hands at all?

A No. Had it been necessary to touch more.than her

wrist in that position I doubt if I would have.
Q Did you notice blood on the bed and on her
on her hair?

A Yes, as the plcture showed. I don't know
ward I sald call the ambulance unless I refused
at the moment I couldn't accept what I saw, but

have realized when the ambulance came and I saw

face and i

why aft

I must

the two

men take the stretcher out, I said, "I don't think that

will do any good, but if you are golng to take 1t up

you cantt get it through the kitchen I don't think,"

Q Now, when you walked up the steps leading to the

second floor, did you notice anything on the steps?

I savw

er-
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A Whether the first or second time I went up to asee
Chip, I did notice what looked like wet footprints on the
steps golng upstairs.

Q Golng upstalirs. Did you notice any other wet or
molist spots in the house?

A Not iIn the house,

Q Where did you notice?

A I noticed water later on the porch leading to the
lake.

Q Where dld you notice this water?

A There seemed to be an area of wéter Just off the
step on the porch.

Q That 1s the porch that leads from the living room

out to the lawn or back lawn?

A Yes.

Q Now, could you descrlibe 1n more detall this area of
water?

A No. I have & recollect ion of water and thatt's all.
Q was it a puddle of water, or was it drippings?

A My lmpression of the water on the stalirway was foot-

prints. My lmpression of the water on the porch was a
puddle.

Q Was this 1n the center of the porch?

A No. |

Q Or toward the screen door on the porch?
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Toward the step that led from the lawn.
It would ve closer to the lawn?
It would be closer to the lawn than the door.

Did you just notlce this in one place?

>0 > O >

Yes.
Q Or in more places?

A Just one. :
Q Did you notlice any water or molsture on the carpet %
in the living room? '
A Noe. | i
Q Did you notice any water or moisture on the carpet i
in the bedroom? :
A No. I don't recall looking at the floor at all.
I didn't even see the bedroom door until later when I
closed it to take, before I took Chip out.

Q You went into Chipts room?

A After 1 came down and sométime very shortly after
I arrived Sam mentioned Chip, wondering if Chip was all

right. So I immedlately went back upstairs to see how

Chip was.
Q Was the door closed or open? :
A Open. ;

Q Was he in bed in & natural poslition for him? ’
A I looked in the room and he seemed to be curled up

on hils right side. Hls back was toward me. Bute verything




47

N SN

{
i

!

looked so normal and I believe I heard the siren then and
came downstairs 1lmmedlately.

Q Was he aslesp or awake?

A Chip was asleep. |

Q How long in minutes aéproximately after you got thers
that you went upstalrs to look in Chip's room?

A Time --

Q Maybe I can help you.

A I can't flgure anything in relationshlp to minutes
that morning. I felt half asleep and had to do something
and just kept moving. I know pretty much what I did,

in fair relationship, but I don't know whether I offered
that shot for Sam before I went up to see Chip, or whether
I went up after.

Q Pardon me. You went upstalrs to see Marllyn soon
after you came in fhe house, you offered Dr. Sheppard a
drink of whiskey, and then after that you went upstairs
to gsee larilyn, is that right?

A No, i went up to see Marilyn first.

Q First, and then you offered Dr. Sheppard a drink of
whiskey?

A I ém not sure whether I went up to see Chilip then
before I offered him the whiskey or immediately after.

Q Well, how long would all‘of these acts take?

A I don't know. I moved very fast.

et o e e n % e e o e . i e £2m @ s 4 i e ek e e ant
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Q How long did you stay in Marilyn's room?

A Very short. Only long enough to put my fingers on
her wrist.

Q Then you came out?

A I came immediatelj downstalrs.

Q Then you dld these other things?

A Yes. “

Q So how long do you think 1t took you to 'get up to
Chip's room?

A I can'ﬁ even guess.

Q Did Dr., Sam Sheppard explaln what happened?

A Not --

Q Anything, dld he tell you anything?

4 I recall certain things he said,

Q

What do you recall?

4 I was in and out of the study.

Q What do you recall?

A He sald nothling that made & sequence, a plcture of
what happened at that time.

Q Just what did he say, though, regardless of how it

gsounded?
A He complalned of a terrible paln in his neck and
said he thought 1% was broken. At one time he sald,

"I kidded Steve for locking his house up so tight."

He asked about Chip. He complalined because he was tryling
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to think and couldn't think, and I believe he repeated

that several times., I can't recall hearing anything else.
| Q Did he tell you what happened?

LA I don't think he did. I think we, from what he
told Spen on the phone and.what we saw, the doors open,
his face, I think, I assumed.

Q Did you hear your husband call Dr. Richard Sheppard?

A No.
Q You weren't in the room?
A When he went to the phone to call the police I went

out to the kitchen, at that point I remember, to pour the
whiskey. I didn't know he had called Dr. Richard.

Q You knew he had called the police?

& Yes.

Q& Did you hear him call the police?

A No.

Q Were you there when Dr. Richard Sheppard got there?
A Yes.

Q Can you evaluate the time?

A Only in sequence of events. The police came. The

ambulance came. I went out in the yard when they came,
Q They, who do you mean by they?

A The police and the ambulance. Went back in the
house. I dont't know what I could have done. But I

remember next seeing Richard's face at the door.
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Q
A
Q
A

slde

call it just the opposlte.

Which door?

They call it the back door.

That i1s the door fronting on the lake?
No. That is where I get confused. ’I

the back slde, and Lake Road the front.

front, and the Lake Road side the back.

call the lake

And they

They call the lake side the

Q Then what did Dr. Richard Sheppard do, did you talk
to him?

A I.didn!t talk to him, but he went Immedlately in to
Sam.

Q Did anyone talk to him?

A I don't know.

qQ Did you ses the police talk to him?

A Later --

Q No, just then at that time.

A Not then, no.

2 Did you see the flremen talk to him?

A Not then, no.

O

> O b O

Did the liayor talk to him?

I don't know.

You didn't see 1t?

No. |

He came in the hall and right into the

Yes,

study?
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Q What did he do 1n there?

A I presume he talked to Sam.

Q What did you see?

A I didn't see, I éaw him go in the room.
Q What d4id you hear?

A I didn't hear him;

Q Then what did you do?

A He must have gone 1lmmediately upstalrs because Sam
again mentioned Chlp, and I realized that I hadn't really
checked thoroughly to make sure Chip was o.k. I had
only assumed. So I went upstalrs again to see Chilp,

and saw Richard 1n the bedroom with hls stethoscope at
Marilynt's heart, I wont on into Chip's room, realized
that Chip should be gotten out of there immedlately, and
hearing Richard's, Richard coming out of the room, I

went lmmediately to him and asked him 1f I should take
Chip over to our house. And he said, "No, put some
clothes together and take him to our house." So we

both went back iInto Chip's room.

Q What was the condition of the room, Chlp's room?

A It didn't seem disturbed, but I only seemed to see
what I was looking for that morning.

Q Did they immediately take Chip out of the house?

A Yes. We got his clothes together and spent a moment

or two trylng to get hls orthodontic chin brace off.
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Q He had that on when you found him?

A Yes. We had a little trouble trying to get off and
didn't want to startle or arouse Chip any more than neces-
sary.

Q He was awake?

A No.

Q When you plcked him up was he awake? !
A He was still half asleep. He was Qtill half asleep ‘
when I walked out in the yard.

Q These esvents all occurred in succession?

A He got hls clothes together., Richard started to lead .

'
|
|
i
i
i
i
'
i
;
|
i
i
1
H
i

him downstalirg, and I belleve somebody asked a questlon
of Richard, because I immediately took Chip's hand and |
proceeded to take him out to the car.

Q vas Dr. Sam Sheppard still in the house?

A When I put Chip iIn Rlichard!'s car I notiéed Sam
sitting in Steve's car at that moment,

Q Sitting in Steve's car?

A At that moment.

Q Did you know that Dr. Steve Sheppard had arrived?
A I saw him 1 believe at the door. I saw him go in
and I saw his wife standing outslde.

Q When was this in relation to the events that you
described, when was this that you saw him?

A In relationship to events, I can only say, I don't
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know whether I am thinkling of people as I saw them, I don'%t

know whether I saw hlim before I saw Pollce Chlef Eaton,
or after, But I just remember seeing different faces
come on the scene, but I don't remember --

Q Did you see Steve Sheﬁpard take Dr. Sam Sheppard
away, or how was he taken away? |

A I saw Steve back his car aut with Sam in the front
seat. He had to get out before Richard could take Chilp
out, because of the way their cars were parked.

@ Did they both ls ave about the same time?

A I believe they did.

Q What happened to the ambulance then, did you see 1t

go away?
A I don't remember seeing the ambulance leave at all,
Q In relation to time, and these two automoblles, was

the ambulance still there?

A It had to be because they couldn't get out before
Steve backed out.

Q What was the condition of the study other than the
bilg leather chair and Dr. Sam Sheppard, what was the
rest of the condition of the study?

A I notlced that the drawers haa been pulled out and
dumped on the floor. The only detalled recollection

I have of anything wam a trophy from the open bookcase

lying on the floor. That 1s the only thing that stood
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out from the jumbled mess I saw on the floor.,

Q What was the condition of the desk drawers?
A I took no detailed -- :
Q What was the condition of the top of the desk as you
recall?

A I.noticed nothing unusual. There are usually quite
a few things on the desk. I didn't notice whether the !
things on the top were disturbed or not.

Q Were there any other disturbances in this study
except what yout old me? B
A Not that I noticed;

Q You were acquainted with the study because of prior !

visits to the house? i
A Yes.

Q With the exceptlion of the desk and this trophy, the
drawers of the desk, and the trophy on the floor, did you %
notice any other disturbance? |
A No, I was thinking of people, not things, that morniné.

I didn't have occaslon, there was no necessity for me s

trying to evaluate what happened, and if I tried I still ?
had that feellng of being half awake and not belng able
to wake up.

Q What did you see in the llving room?

A The living room, the only thing I ndticed disturbed

there was the desk in the living room.
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Q When you say the desk, what do you mean?
A There was & desk in the living room.

Q Can you describe this desk or give us another name

for 1it?

A There is & name for that type, but I can't think of

it now. It opened, the top part opened out and laid
down for letter writing, and there were drawers beneath

it.

Q How many drawers beneath 1t, do you know?

A No. It seems to me I saw three opened. Whether the

desk had three or four drawers I don't know.

Q Were there any disturbances of these drawers that you

saw open?

A I didn't look in the drawers. The only disturbance

I noticed was a few things on the floor. Envelopes and

tax stamps was all that I recall seeing.

Q When the desk was open did you notlce any distur-
bance then on the top of that desk?

A I don't remember.

Q Did you notice arything else out of the ordinary

in that room?

A Well, the desk for that top to have been down, it
wasn't normally kept down. I had never seen 1t down

before. So that in itself was dlsturbance. I saw

nothing that registered as adding up to anything 1in my
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mind.

Q Did you notice anything, any window, any door that
might have been broken?

A The door to the lake was wide open and the screen
door from the porch to the.lake was also wide open, but
I saw nothing broken.

Q Did you then go into the other part of the living
room?

A I walked around.

Q Did you notice the couch?

A Yes.

Q You were familiar with that couch on previous occa-
sions?

A Yes.

Q Did you observe anything any different on this couch
at this particular time than you did on other occaslions?
A Nothing, other than Sam's jacket lying on it.

Q Was the couch out of order, was 1t mussed up?

A It didn't appear to be.

Was the jacket mussed up?

O

A I didn't appear to be.

Was it wet?

&£

I didn't notice.

>

Did you notice any other jackets in the room?

> O

No.
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Q can you describe this jacket that was on the couch?

I believe it was hls tan corduroy.

>

Was 1t folded?
Yes.

Neatly or otherwise?

> o P ©

I don't think 1 paid that much attention other than
observing 1it. It was lying there and folded.

Q When you say folded, what do you mean?

A Well, the shoulders were together and it was lying
from the shoulder to bottom, quartered.

Q Can you take my coat and show me how 1t was folded?
A Yes. It was folded this way (witness demonstrates).
Q Like that. Did you notice any other disturbance in
the room?

A No.

Q waes there any disturbance around the fireplace?

A 1 didn't notice.

&) Did you notice any dlsturbance in Marilyn's bedroom
except what was on her bed?

A No. 1 only went into the room once, and the second
time, I mean, well, I went 1n twice. The first time to
see if I could do something for Karilyn. The second
time it was necessary to go in to pull the door closed.

Q Did you notice any llghts burning when you went up-

stairs?
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A At first I didn't notice a light, but later I
noticed the lamp in the front room on a chest of drawers
burning. It was shortly after I got there I noticed it,
but I don't know exactly when, and I am sure 1t wasn't
the first time I went upstéirs.

Q Had you been in thelr bedroom prior to her death?

A I was through the upstairs at the time they had a
fire. I don't recall having been upstairs in that house
at any other time. |

-~ How long before the death was the filre?

A That was a year ago in NMarch, I believé.

Q What kind of a bed would you call this, would you
call it an antique bed?

A Oh, four poster bed.

~ Are you acquainted, do you know whether or not there
was any broken parts to this bed?

A 1 don't know, I would have no occasion to know.

Q How long had you been in the house approximately
when you noticed the jacket?

A I don't know. 1t must have been quite a blt later,
because 1 was busy doing everything I could do, as
anybody mentioned something, I wouldn't have just walked
around trylng to gresp what happened until later.

Q Was 1t before Sam left wlth his brother, or after-

wards?
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A I have no 1ldea whether 1t was or not.

Q Who was in the house when you noticed 1t?

A I don't even know. I cant't remember whén I noticed
it. Certain things, I was trying to see so much, and

certaln things I saw and ofher things just didn't reglster.
Q In relation to the events that occurred, of people
coming and going, do you have any idea as to when you
notlced 1t?

A It must have been quite a blt later.

Q You noticed water on the steps, wet footprints on
the steps?
A Yes.

Q Did you notice it then, did you notice the couch

at that time? |

A I don't; no, I couldn't have noticed 1t at that time,
because I went through the kitchen upstalrs. It wasn't
until later that I wandered around outside and through
the living room and that was probably --

Q Now, you noticed water on the porch, & puddle of
water on the porch, and you noticed the desk or secretary
out of order belng dilsturbed?

A Yes. |

Q Did you notice the couch at that time?

A I don't think so. All that I could sée from the

hall between the study and the kitchen.,
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Q Do you recall golng into that part of the living room
when you first went in there In the morning?
A No.
Q How long do you think you were there before you went
up, were you there a half hour or en hour or two hours
before you noticed that?
A Well, I got home at 10:30, which was my filrst
recollection of time. I left because 1t became obvious
there was nothing more I could do. Possglbly I saw that,
in relationship to time, an hour and possibly two hours
before I left. That is my only way of relating.
Q The things that you recall are the things that were
out of order or out of place or dlsturbed?
A Not necessarily.
Q Do you recall other things that you saw in those
rooms that were not out of order, not out of place, or
not disturbed?
A Anything that looked in 1its right place I just, well,
how could I explain it, you walk into a room you are used
to seeing, you don't notlce =--
MR. DANANCEAU: You mean passged
unnoticed?
A Pardon?
| MR, DANACEAU: Passed unnotlced?

A What do you mean, passed unnotlced? I walked 1in a
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room that I am used to seelng, and the only thlngs that

|
would attract my attention was something that didn't look -i
|
Q Hadn't existed previously, out of order, 1s that what |

!

you want to say? ;
A Not existed previouslj, just wasn't in the same order |
that I was accustomed to seeling 1it.
Q ﬁid you go down towards the beach? ‘
A No.

Q Did you go down to the head of the s tairs that lead
down to the beach?

A I think I did.

Q Did you see any wet foot marks out there?

A No, I didn't notice, I dldn't go as far as the stepsi

i
!
Q How large or how bilg were these foot steps, the :

wet foot steps that you saw on the s teps leading upstairs?l
A I merely have an ilmpression of wet foot steps. I
have no conception of slze, i
Q Do you recall anything else that Dr. Sam may have
said to you that you haven!t related here?

A No, I can't think of anything that I haven't related g
here, or 1f forgotten now that I didn't relate in my
flrst statement.

Q Now, you and Marilyn were socially acquainted?

A Yes. |

Q Dld she come over to see you frequently, or you go
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over to sese her frequently?

A No,.not as neighbors during the day. She did several
times, I wouldn't say frequently, I wouldn't even say

it was as much as once a week. There were some weeks,
possibly a year or so, befére she became interested in
golf and bowling and so many activities of the Junior
Women's group. She would come over occasionally,

possibly with a question, as to posslibly to borrow some-
thing or to return something, or with a questlion as to
what to do ebout some small thing In the house. 1 remem-
ber she wondered 1f something was wrong with something,
and I am slightly more mechanical minded at fixling things
than she was, so she would ask questlons on occasions,.

But thaet was more & year ago than recently.

Q Did she ever become confldential with you?

A No. |

Q Did she ever tell you any of her 1nﬁermost secrets?
A No.

Q You were present on occasions when her husband and

other people were around?
A Yes.

Q In parties?

A Yes. |

Q Did you ever notice any dlsagreements or difficultiles

or hear of any?
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A Not of any, shall I say, unusual nature.

Q Well, what did you hear, could you tell us?

A Well, 1t was such things as, oh, what can I use for
an example, very trivial or ordlnary.

Q What do you mean by tfivial?

A Well, he wanted her to make a couple of cherry ples
and she didn't want to, and he couldn't see why 1t would
hurt her to make a couple of ples, and she flnally baked
the ples. It was nothlng, just ordinary.

Q D1d she ever complaln to you about his staying away
at night and not telllng her where he could be found?

A No. She, well, I don't know whether I can say she
was annoyed at his hours, well, for example, last fall
when there were football games and basketball games that
we both enjoyed so much, Sam had office hours, and I
gathered she would rather have gone with him, but went
with us 1nstead because he had office hours, and whether
she liked 1t or not 1t was something she had to accept.
There didn't seem to be any necessarily anger over 1t.
It was accepted as an annoyance.

8] Did you ever see Sam dlsplay any temper?

A No.

Q Did she ever complain to you of his dlsposition

or temper towards her?

A Not that I recall,
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Q Did she ever confide in you that she had triled to
reach him at the hospltal on occasions, and his office on
occasions, after he had told her that he could be found
there, and then she wasn't able to locate him in those
placeas, did she ever tell fou anything about that?

A Yes.

Q What did she tell you?

A But not of = ccnfidenfial nature, because I had been
told I could reach him a good many times and wasn't able
to reach him.

@ That 1s what she told you?

A No. She said something, I didn't know whether it

was the relaying of the call, the swltchboard at the

hospital, or his office asslstant not glving him the call,

that 1s the impression I had, that possibly that wasn't

as efficient as might be. But my calls were never of an

emergency nature. I don't think hers would be considered .

elther, So that in ltself made no lmpression on me at
all,

Q If I remember correctly, you stated that previous to
a year ago, about a year ago, she used to be a more fre-
quent visltor?

A Yes, |

'Q What happened in this last year?

A She became more active and became better acqualnted
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with a group in the Junior Women's Club, and they were
more nearly her age and had activitles and lnterests that
we weren't in.

Q Do you know who some of these friends may be, the
name s?

A Off hand, I know she played golf wlth Mrs. Corrigan.
She bowled with a group of, I don't know whether it was,
I think 1t was four teams which would twenty.

Q Where was this?

A At the bowling alley at the center,

Q At the center, where 1Is the center?

A At Wolf and Dover,

Q Do you know who some of her particular or speclal
friends were 1in this bowling group?

A No.

Q Do you know Mrs. Corrigan's flrst name, iMlss or Mrs.

Corrigan's first name?

A NOe

Q Does she live 1In Bay Village?

A Yes,

Q Do you know what street?

A I reaed in the paper yesterday 1t was Bradley Road.
Q Da you know or did you know of Susan Hayea?

A I had met her.

Q

How long ago?
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A At least a year ago.
Q Was she employed at Bay View Hospital at that time?

A I took my daughter In for a bood count and saw her

there, and I believe she took the blood count or assisted.

Q Who directed you to her?

A Dr. Sam.

Q Dr. Sam Sheppard directed you to her. He didn't
direct you to the laboratory, but directed you to her?
A No, he directed me to the laboratory.

Q Did you ever see Susan Hayes in the company of Dr.
Sam Sheppard?

A I saw her in a group which lncluded both.

Q Wwhere was Marilyn at that tlme?

A With us. We =-- she was wlth é doctor I understood
she was to be engaged to one day down at the lake.

Q Where was this?

A When we were water skilng.

Down et the lake, where do you mean at the lake?

&

h

Well, at the beach house.
At whose beach house?

The Sheppard!s.

Sam Sheppard!'s beach house?

Yes.

How many other people were there?

2 O Lo b &

I believe there was another couple, but I don't
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recall now who. I was introduced to four people I had
never met, and Sue was the only one who I had seen before
at the hospital.

You had seen her previously-at the hospital?

Yes.

Prior to this skiing party?

Yes.

Would you call that a skllng party?

> 80 O » O

No. On a hot summer day whenever there was time,
whenever Sam was home they usually went down either for
a swim or to ski 1f somebody would run the motor.

Q How long ago was this?

A It must have been last summer., It could have been
two summers ago.

Q That is eilther in the summer of 195 -=

A 152 or 153,

Q@  Can you tell us whet happened at this particular

gathering?

A e sat and made small talk, I assume, while different

people tried the water skis.

& Where was Marllyn at thils time?

A Right there. All of us were éither sitting on the
ral} or on a bench they have there.

Q Was Sue Hayes water skiing, is she a water skier?

A I don't recall her trying that day.
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Q Was there some other time when she did try?

& 1 don't remember ever having seen her ski. I don't
know whether she did or not. We weren't down there every
time they went skllng, and they weren't down every time
we took the boat out just fsr a rilde.

Q Do you know how many skl ropes were 1in possesslion of
the Sheppards?

A I think there was two. The last time we skled, the
last time we skled somebody sald something about a new one,
but whether they had gotten it between the last time we
skled and this event or not I don't know. I know there
were two old ropes, and it 1s possible they had a third
new one, but not necessarily.

Q This rod to which the skl ropes were attached,

can you describe 1t?

A The one i1in partlcular I can, because my daughter

was trying to skl and had trouble holding 1%, It

]

at one time had been two pleces of wood with a hole through?

~

block necessary to hold onto. It was not as convenilent
as the wider hold. That is the only description I can
give.

Q This one that you just described, where were the two
ropes attached to 1t, 1In the center or on each end?

A No, there was only one -- I don't understand -- a

‘the center and somehow had doubled over to make one heavierg

:
!
|
!
|
1
!
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ski rope fastens on the back of the boat,

Q I am talking about the part that you hold.

A Oh, that comes from one rope. Comes to two pileces
and goes through the handle.

Q It 1s one handle but éttaches on both ends of 1t?

A The ropes go through that to the single rope which
attaches to the boat.

Q The plece you were talking about, were you talking
about the hand-hold?

A The hand.

Q Or were you talking about th; octher attachment?

A .That was the only thing other than a float, a wooden
float, at the joinlng of the two pleces and the one rope.
That 1s the only other piece to a skl rope.

Q How blg 1s the wooden float?

A Oh, the size of a, what do you call these things that
fishermen put on commercial nets? It is &a little round
wooden thing with a hole in it. Just possibly three or
four 1lnches.

Q A floater, in other words®?

A Yes.

Q Made out of bamboo or something like that?

A No, I think they picked a couple of those up on the

beach that had drifted in and had used them in making the

skl rope.




Q Is there anything else? Did you ever sese Marilyn ;
get angry or dlsplay temper with Dr. Sam?
A No.

Q When dld you find out that Marilyn Sheppard was

pregnant?

A She told us at a dlnner at the F.O0.P.A. dinner, I

belleve 1t was.

Q You mean the Fraternal Order of Pollce Assoclates?
A Yos. |
Q When was that?

A

It was a Thursday. I don't know whether 1t was,

around the 26th or ths 27th.

Q Of June?

A Of June.

Q Where was this dlnner?

A At Schlueter's, or what was Schlueter's, 1 don't knowé
the name of 1it. E

Q Now, who was there when she told you she was pregnant?
i
A No other person or acqualntance. i
1
{
Q No. Were you there alone? g

No, my husband and Sam and Marilyn and I.

A
Q Anyone else?
A Were together. At a table, I belleve, we were at a

table by ourselves or posslibly we werse stending 1in s,

our own group, in the hall.




71

> O > o

Q
A
Q

Dld Sam Sheppard know that she was pregnant?

I assume he did.

He heard her tell you she was pregnant?

Yes. |

Did she tell you anything at all about this pregnancy?
No.

Did she tell you when she expected 1t or how long she

had been pregnant?

A

Q
A

Q

Yes. I saild when wlll 1t be, and she said December.
December?

Yese.

D1d she tell you anything at all previous to realizingé

anything she had done previous to realizing that she was

pregnant, did she tell you who her doctor was?

A I don't think so,

Q Did she tell you who made an e xamination of her preg-
nancy? -

A I don't think I, I really don't remember whether she

ever did or not. I wouldn't have asked, with her father-

in-law and two brothers-in-law doctors, there would be no

point in me askilng.

Q

A

How did she happen to tell you she was pregnant?

I don't know how 1t came out, Her dress was, shse

kept complalning about her dress belng so tight. 1

don't know whether one of us, she sald something agealn
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about 1t belng tight, and one of us just looked at her,
from the tone or something, and she just laughed and saild.
"Yes,"™ and we were surprised, She complained several
times that evenlng of her dress being so tight, she could
hardly breathse,

Q Was she a metlculous woman?

A I would say so. |

Q She kept her house pretty well iIn order?

A Yes.

Q When you went 1lnto the bedroom, did you see anything
out of the ordinary e xcept that bed?

A No. 1 saw, 1 saw some clothesvon a chair there.

I didn't see what. To me, I have a hablt of throwing
slacks I work in on a chair, not better clothes, and to
me that didn't seem normal or abnormal.

Q Were the curtains disarrayed?

A I didn't notice. |

Wwere any chalrs turned over?

&

A I didn't notice.

&L

Was the chest of drawers disarrayed?

A I didn't notice that eilther. |

Q Was anything on the top of the chest of drawers
disarrayed?

A I didn't look.

Q was anything on the bed disarrayed?
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A

I noticed the bed was folded back neatly. I didn't

see the other bed.

Q

A

Q

Was anything on the bedside stand out of order?

Not that I noticed.

In this room where the light was, did you notice

anything out of order?

= O > o r» © » O P
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No, I didn't look.

In Chip's room did you notlice anything out of order?
No.

In the kitchen did you notice anything out of order?
No. |
Did you go in the basement?

No.

On the porch did you notice anything out of order?
No. |

When you first went upstelirs was the door to the

bedroom in which Mrs. Sheppard was in, was that open or

closed?

A Yes, open.

Q Wwhat about Chip's room, was thaet door open or closed?
A Open.

DR. GERBER: That will be all,

We will recall you 1f necessary.




