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LAWRENCE HOUK, having been filrst duly sworn,
was examined and testifled as follows:
EXANINATION OF LAWRENCE HOUK
BY DX. GERBER:
What 1s your name, pléase?
Larry Houk.
Larry Houk?

Yes.

Q

A

Q

A

Q How 01d are you?
A Sixteen.

Q Where do you llve?

A 29014 Lake Road, Bay Village.

Q Who is your mother and father?

A Esther Houk and Spencer Houk..

Q Spencer Houk is the Kayor of the City of Bay Village?
A Thatt's right. |
"] I want to t ake you back to July 3 of this year.

Now, did you see Dr. Sam Sheppard on July 32 That 1is

on a Saturday.

& No, I don't believe I did.

Q Did you see Mrs., Marllyn Sheppard?

A No, I didn't. |

Q Were you home at about 6;00 o'clock in the e vening

or thereabouts on Saturday?

A Yeos.




Did you have dinner with your family at that time?

Q

A Yes, I did.

Q Do you recall what you dld after you had your dinner?
A I had a date that night.

Q  You had a date that night?

A Yes. |

Q Who was the girl?

A Miss Sally Lease;

Q What time dld you return to your home?

A About a quarter to twelve.

Q What did you do then?

A Well, I imagine, after I hadisomething to eat I went
to bed.

Q Did you 1listen to the ballg ame or did you watch
television?

A Ch, wailt a minute, that, I watched a movie on T.V.
Q Do you recall the name of the movie?

A It was "Strange Holiday," I think wés on.,

Q "Strange Holiday"?

A Yes, something like that.

Q What time did you go to bed?

A Probably around 1:30. Aftef the movie was over,

Q Were there any telephone calls to your house during

the time you came home and 1:;30?

A

That would be hard to say. I don't think I can
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remember,

Q Do you recall any?

A No, I don't recali any at all.

Q Did you hear any, the teiephone ring, after 1:30
until the morning? |

A Just the ons that morning.

Q What time did you hear a telephone call?

A I don't remember at all. It wouldbe éround 6:00
because I wake upe very morning about 6:00, because that
Is when I go to work usually.

Q Was 1t daylight or daybreak?

A I don't recall what it was dut, I mean, I was just
sleeping and heeard the phone call,

Q Now, what did you heare?

A Just the phone ring was all,
Q D1d you hesar who answered it?
A No, it rang a couple of times and I was golng to

answer it, I was golng to get out of bed, and then it
stopped ringing.

Q Whet 1s the next that you recall?

A Well, then my father came home aﬂd camé up in my
bedroom and told me what had happened.

Q What did he tell you?

A Well, he came in and he was very, he was shaking then,

very vislbly, and he told me that a terrible thing had
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happened, that they thought Marilyn had been killéd, and
he came back to check to see 1If we were all right.

Q Do you know what time that was?

A Ko, I don't,

Q Was 1t daylight or dajbreak?

A It was daybreak then, just dusk, in the morning.

Q What did you do then?

A I remained in bed fof a while until he called me
dowvnstailrs.

Q How long did that take?

Well, it was probably about ten minutes.

A
Q Ten minutes?
A Yes. He had gone downstalrs and he callsed me down

to ask me to lock the doors, just to stay there, not to
stay theré, but he told me to lock the doors and just be
careful,

Q Vhat did you do?

A Well, my sister'came down then and I told her, and
then I went up and got dressed and went over there,

Q What tilme was this?

A well, I got over there I think it was just a little
before 7:00, but I am not posltlve of that time at all
because I dldn't bother to look.

Q And whet did you see when you got there?

A Well, I walked over and I saw my mom, and I am pretty
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sure the ambulance was there, and I think, I went; she told
me my father was down on the beach, so I walked down the
steps to the beach, and then just down to the bottom of

the steps, and they told me to go back.

Q Who told you to go back?

A My father. He was down on the pler at Huntington,
they were checkling the beach, I guess, snd he told me to

go back upstairs, so I went upstairs.

Q What else dld you see, who was there when you got
there?
A Chief EBaton was there. 0f course, my parents,

and I think Sergeant Hubach was thers.

Q Did you see Dr. Sam Sheppard?

A No, 1 didn't.

Q Did you see Dr. Richard Sheppard?

& He came, 1 guess he had left and he c ams back agaln.
I saw him when he came back.

a Wihat time was thet?

A It was probably somewhere around 8:;00. I am not
too sure, because I hed been there for quite a while
before he came back.

Q Where had he beer, do you Know?

A I don't kiow. 1 assume that ﬁe had taken Sam to
the hospital. I knew Sam had gone down. But I dldn't %

ask him.
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Q Then you think he arrived, came back t o Sam!'s house

about £8:00 ot'clock or thereabouts?
Thereabouts, yes.

Where was Stephen Sheppard?
He came back with Richard.

When they came back what dld they do?

» O bk O P

Well, they came in the house and they stood by the

door to the living room, and they were walking, and they

went upstalrs again.

Q They came in the house?

& Yes.

Q Which door dld they come in?

A The one, the front one.

& Which do you call the front one?

A The one that goes by the kitchen, where the hallway,

where the den is, and the kitchen,

Q The door on the road slde or the lake side?

A On the road slde.

Q@ The road side. And what did they do then?

A Well, I remember they came, they stood by the
entrance of the living room and they were talking.

Q Who with?

A I think it was one of the policemen, but I can't
remember who 1% was. My mother was there,

Q Did you hear the conversation?
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A I was standing right there, but I can't remeﬁber
anything that was saild.

Q Did you hear any part of it?

A Oh, yes, I heard the conversation.
Q What was it, can you recall anything that was said?
A Well, I think Steve mentioned once, asked about Sam's

neck, and Steve mentloned something about, I can't,

some thing about that he thought a vertebras or something
in the back had been busted, I can't remember.

Q This was at 8:;00 otclock in the morning?

A Well, when they came, now, I think 1t wés 8:00
otclock, but I am not sure, because I have no recolle ction
of time at all.

Q Was I there when they came?

A No, you weren't there.

Q Do you know what time I got there?

A I thought you got there around 8:30, but I wasn't
sure.

Q Whet else was said in thet conversation? Did he

go into any details about this vertebrae?

A No, he didn't. I just asked him, my mother had
told me that Sam when I asked her, she sald Sam was
holding his neck, was having trouble with hils neck, and
then I asked Steve what the trouble was, and he just sald

he thought it was a broken vertebrae.
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Was there any dilscussion as to how it happenéd?
Not that I recall.

What else did they talk about?

= O = O

That 1s the only thing that I can remember.

Q@  Did they talk about Chip?

A I think that, I am not sﬁre whether ' mentioned him
or not, but I recall hearing that Chip had been t aken from %
the room and was taken down to Richard!'s.

Q Did they ss&y anything about the dog?

vt Not that I remember. |

Q Did you see the dog*?

A No, I didn't. |

Q Do you know where the dog was when you got there?
A Not when I got there. I heard later that he was
out in the yard or over at the next door neighbor's,
but I did not know where he was when I got there.

Q Did you see the dog?

A No.

Q You didn't that morning?

A No, not that morning.

Q Not in the house? Did you see him either in the
house or on the outside?

A No.
Q What did you notice when you got into the house?

A Well, there was, I noticed the drawers in the lilving
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room were pulled out, and in the den, I went in ﬁhe

den and I noticed those were out.

Q Did you touch anything or handle anything during the
time you were in the house?

A I tried not to. I may have, but I don't believe I

did.
Q You tried not to. Dld somebody instruct you not to?
A I don't r emember, I Jjust, I think one of the

policemen told us, told me not to touch anything at all.
Q Was Sam Sheppard still at home when you got there
or had he been =--

A He had been taken.

Q He had been taken away?

A Yes.,

Q Did Richard and Steve say where they had taken him
to?

A I think they mentioned taking him down to the hospi-
tal.

Q No. Did they say where they had taken him to?

A (No response.)

Q What do you mean by they must have taken him down
to the hospltal, dld they mention 1t¢?

A Well, I am not sure of this, but I think that I

asked them and .they said he was taken down to the hospltal.

Q You asked them, that ls what you think you recall,
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you asked them where he was and they told you they had

taken him to the hospltel, 1s that 1t?

A

Well, I am not sure whether I asked them or not,

but I knew he was down there. They probably told me.

It was one of them.

Q

> O i

> O

Did you go in the kiltchen?

Yos. |

Did you touch anything or disturb anything?
As I sald before, I tried not to. |
No, the kitchen I am talkling about now.

Well, 1t was the same in the whole house. I tried-

not to touch anything. I may have lald my hand on

something maybe, I might have touched the teble along

there.

Q The table?

A Not the table, but underneath the cupboards thers.
Q What room are you talkling about now?

A In the kitchen.

Q In the kitchen?

A Then I may havé touched the sink when I was in
there.

Q Did you go upstairs?

A Yes, I did. |

Q What did you see?

A Well, I went up,(I followed the doctors up, and I
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went down the hall. I don't know whether they were looking

for something, I don't recall just what they went up for,
just checking around.

Q They went upstalrs, the two of them, Dr. Steve and
Dr. Richard went upstairs?'

A Yes. |

Q At the time they came back you followed them up,

1s that the idea?

A Yes. |

Q Where did they go?

A Well, they went down the hall and they went into the
far room where Dr. Hoversten hed been sleeping down at the
other end.

Q They went down the hall and went Iinto the room

where Dr. Hoversten had been sleeping?

A Yes., |

Q Did you go with them?

A Yes.

Q Did they do anything in that room?

A No, they just looked around.

Q Did they handle anythirg or did they pick up anything?
A Not that I recall. |
Q 'Did they look in the closet 1n that room?

A I don't believe they did.

Q Did they look in the chest of drawers in that room?

i
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A I don't think so.

Q Was the light burning in the room when you went in
there?
A I don't believe there was.

Q What did you ses on the floor in that room and what

dld you see in that room?

A Well, the bed was unmade and the covers were back,

and I think there were some clothes on the floor.

Q Did you touch or handle anythling 1ln that room?

A No.
Q Did anyone touch or handle
in that particulsr room?

A I dont't belleve so.

Q Was there any conversation
room?
A I am not sure whether this

later, but we had mentloned the

anything 1n that room,

whlle you were 1in that

occurred in the room or

bed belng unmade, and

somebody said that Marilyn had refused to make the bed.

We were curious whether they had slept there or not.

Q Curilous as to who glept there?

A Dr. Hoversten.

Q Dr. Hoversten?

A Yes. |

Q What else was said?

A Well, somebody sald, i1t was at the time or later,
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that Marilyn had refused to make the bed for him,ffor some
reason, that she was tired of having him sleep there or
something like that, and she wouldn't make the bed for
him., But I don't remember whether it was said in the
room or mentioned later.

Q Was there any other conversation that related to
that particular room?

A Not that I remember.

Q Did anyone open the grip that was in that room, the
medlcal grip?

A I couldﬁ't say. I don't believe so,

Q Did anyone go into the closet in that room?

A Somebody may have, but I am not positive on that
elther, I am trying to think where the closet was.

Q Isn't the closet on the right-hand side where you go
in next to the bed?

A wWell, it would have to be thers.

- Just about one or two steps away from the door jamb
as you walk in on the right?

A I can't recall the closet door at all, I mean, if
somebody may have opened it, I am not sure whether I saw
somebody looking in, I was thinking i1t was over on the
left or straight ahead on the left when you walk in.

qQ D1ld anyone touch anything in the room that leads

into this Dr. Hoversten's room%
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A I don't believe so.

Q Where did you go after you left that room, you and
the two Dr. Sheppards?

A Well, my mother Qas with us, too, and I think thers
was somebody else, but I can't recall that either. We
went back down the hall and then we went into the room
where Marllyn was.

Q All of you?

A Well, I stood right at the door, and the two doctor
went in.

What did they do in that room?

O

A They were dlscusslng something. I can't remember
just what 1t was.

Q Was your mother in there at that time?

A No, I think she remained out in the hall,

& Who else was with you at that time, do you receall,
was 1t a policeman or filreman or some other citizen?

A I think there was somebody, I think there was more
than the four of us, but I can't remember who it was.

qQ Did you go up there, all of you, for any partlcular
reason?

A I'don't know what they went up there for, they
started up for some reason, to look arournd, and I Jjust

followed them up.

Q Did you go into Chip's room, or did you look into

8




88

Chip's room?

A

<

I looked into Chip's room, but I didn't go in.

Did you go into the room where Nrs. Sheppard was

killed, did you go in there?

A

I stood iIn the doorway, maybe just partially through,

but I didn't go all the way in.

Q

A

Q

But the two Dr. Sheppards were 1iIn that room?
Yes.

D1id they do anything in that room, touch anything,

handle anything in that room?

A

I don't think they d4id. I think they just stood

there. They didn't move around in the room. They just

went in and just stood there.

Q

A

o o L0 O

.

Q

The body was still there?

Yes.

Did they pilck up any clothes?

No.

Did they handle any chalrs?

No, I don't believe they did.

Did they pick up anything on the chest of drawers?
I don't believe they did, but I couldn't say.

Did anyone sit down on the other bed?

No. |

Did anyone handle anything on the night stand between

the beds?
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A No. Nobody went over that far. Just stood there

by the door.

Q Did anyone go into the bathroom?

A I don't believe so.

Q Were you up there ast ény time alone?

A No.

Q Did you notice the couch in the living room alongside

the s tairway?

A Yes, I did.

<@ How early in the morning did you notice that?

A Well, the time I had gons, wait a minute, maybe,
well, I would have noticed 1t when I went, when I went
upstairs, because thet 1s the only time I was in that part
of the living room.

Q Did you go upstalirs through the living room and not
through the kitchen?

A I think I went up through the kltchen,

Q Did you notlce the couch whether it was disarrayed

or dlsordersd or anything?

A No.

O

Did you notlce this jacket, corduroy jacket?
A No, I dldn't.
You dldn't see a corduroy jacket?

No.

O > O

Did you notice anything, any wef footprints or
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anything?

A No. I remember looking for them, too, and I didn't
see any.

Q Did you notlice any sand in the upholstered chair, the

leather upholstered chair ih the study?

A No.
Q Did you notice any water?
A No.

Q When you were making this trip, this tour, wlth the
doctors Sheppard, where else dld you go? As I got 1%,
you went upstalrs, you went to where Mafilyn was on the
bed, you went into the room adjacent to where Dr. Hoversten
was sleeping --

A Well, first we went down through that to Dr. Hover-
sten's room, and thenwe came back in the room.

Q You can only get into Dr. Hoversten's room by going
through the other one, 1s that right?

A Yes.

Q You went through this room, that 1s on the right-
hand side, on the road side of the house, is that right?

A That's right,

Q You went into that room?
A Yes.,
Q Did you notice how many pleces of furniture were in

that room?
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A The first room?

Q Yes, |

A I thought it was empty, but I am not sure. There
might have been a chair or somethlng there.

Q Did you notice the chést of drawers against the wall?
A Against the west wall?

Q Against the east wall;

A Is 1t the east wall? No, I didn't notice.

Q@ Did you notice & desk on the south slde of the room
on the road side?

A No.

Q Did you notice the lamp?

A No. |

Q Did you notice the chair?

A I said, I might have, my.impression was 1t wasn't
completely empty, but I always thought of it as having a
bed in 1it.

Q@ You mean otherﬁise because it didn't have a bed in
it 1t was empty, 1ls that 1it?

A That was my impression; It wasn't completely
empty, I don't belleve,. I did recall a chair 1In 1i%t.

Q You went through the door into Hoverstents room, all
of you went 1in, thet is at least the four of you, is that
the 1ldea?

A Yes.

el e e e et e e e e o e
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Q Then you came back out through this room that you
entered first into the hallway, and then you went into

Marilyn's room?

A Correct.

Q Now, who went into Mafilyn‘s room, the two Dr.
Sheppards?

A Yes.,

Q Your mother went downstalrs?

A I don't remember just what my mother did,

Q Did she leave or did she stand there at the doorway
the way you sald you were standing?

A She mlight have been behind me; but I don't remember
whether she was there, I don't recall.

Q Where was this other person who was wlith you?

A I #m not positive there was another person. I
thought there was somsbody else went up with us.,.

Q At that particular time there were only two people
in MYarilyn's bedroom when her body was on the bed, and
that is the two Dr. Sheppards?

As I recall.

Steve and Richard?

Yes.

Now, where did you go?

Well, I left and went downstairs.

O B O » o »

They stayed up, you came down &alone?
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A Yes.

Q I don't want to put words in your mouth. You came
down alone?

A Yes, i did. I came down first by myself.

Q And who remained up tﬁere then? Where was your
mother at this time? |

A She might have still been upstairs, I don't remember,
but I went out to the car then and sat down, and they came
out afterwards.

Q Did you notice the Dr. Sheppards come down?

A No. |

Q Did you notice what happened to the Dr. Sheppards
after that?

4 No, I don't remember,

Q You say you went out to the car?
A Yes.

Q Then what did you do?

A I sat down.

Q You sat down in the car?

A Yes. |

Q Whose car is this?

A Our car, our station wagon.

Q Your own car?

A Yes. |

Q The Houk car, ls that the idea?
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A

Q

A

Yes.
Then how long did you stay there?

I must have remained there for maybe a half hour,

Thelr paper was dellvered thers.

Q
A

The ir paper was delivered then?

Yes, by the tims I got in the car and I was reading

theilr paper.

Q Who dellvered, who dellvers their paper?

A I think 1t was a boy by the name of Frifz up the
street.

Q Fritz, last name?

A Yes.

Q What 1s his last name?

A That 1s his last name.

Q Fritz 1s his last name?

& Yes. |

Q Liow, I want to try and refresh your memory. If I

tell you that I arrived at 8:00 ot'clock, what would be

the relationship to the time that Dr. Steve and Dr.

Richard came back to the house?

A

Well, as I remember, I thought 1t took you quite a

while getting there.

Q

I am telling you I arrlived at 8:;00 ofclock, I know

that definltely.

A

Then they probably got there around 7:30.
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Q They were there at least a half hour before Irgot therel
is that the 1ldea?

A Yes,

Q When I arrived there they were not thers,. What
happened to them?

A Well, they may have left by then.

Q Did you know Chip?

A Yes.

Q What kind of a chilld was Chip?

A Well, he was, what do you meaﬁ by what kind of a
child?

Q Well, was he a well-behaved, well-mannered child?

b
'
!
i
i
i
{
!
1

A Yes, very well., He was very well brought up, I would]
say, I mean, he 1s very courteous and has manners. E
G Did he do the ordinary things that any other child
his age that you noticed would do, play the same way,

act the same way?

A Yes, he seeﬁed perfectly normal, He played indians
all the time, He was very fond of 1ndians.

< Who did he play wilth? ;
A He didn't have too many friends on that slide of the |
road, because 1t was hard for any friends to come down
and cross Lake Road to him. He usually played by him- i
self 1In the yard.

Q He played by himself. Did he appear frightened?
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A
Q

How do you mean

At any time did

of people?

= O = O

O

A

No, ﬁot at all.
Dld you ever go
Quite often.
Did you ever go
Yes.

Who else was in

Well, there was

frightened?

he appear afrald of people, frightened
water ékiing?

water skling with the Sheppards?

the party when you went water skling?

gqulte a few boys that were there.

Jim Redlinger, Stan Feely. Tom Gustason. Alex Bursilno.

<
A
Q
A

O

Q
Q
A

What about girls, women?

The girl across

Anyone else?

the street, Jean Dino.

Well, there wasn't any younger girls,

1 am talking about older gilrls.

The Sheppards had friends come down.

vWho were these frilends®?

The Aherns were

there. The Grahams. He had, I

didnt't noticd them this year, but last summer he had =

couple of friends come out from Cleveland.

Q

A

Q

A

Were there any single girls?

(No response, )

Do you know Sue

Hayes?

I have seen her, but I never met her personally.
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Q Where did you see her?

A Down at the hospital..

Q Did you ever see her at Sam Sheppard!'s house?

A I may have but I don't remember.

Q Did you ever noéice whéther or not Dr. Sam Sheppard
and Marilyn Sheppard argued or fought with each other?

A I had never seen them myself. I had heard once
that they had, but thet ls strictly rumor.

Q What did you hear?

A Well, one night aﬁ older boy, a brother of Jim
Redinger had seen Dr. Sheppard sitting down -- this is
gstrictly rumor now, this 1s what I heard.

Q Go ahead.

A That he had seen Dr. Sheppard sitting down on an
adjoining driveway to this older boy's girl friend,

he was just sitting there racing the motor and Tom
Redinger came out and asked him what the trouble was,

and he said he had an argument with hls wlfe, that he was
just sitting there racing the motor and swearing to him-
self, I don't know, just sltting there talking to himself,
Q Where was this in relationship to the Sheppard home?
A It was on Lake Road out on the east end. It 1s |
quite a ways, I would say, & mile or two anyhow from the
Sheppard home.

Q What 1s the boy's name?
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A Tom Redinger.

Q How do you spell that? ‘
A R-e~d-1-n-g-e-r. | ;
Q R-e-d-i-n-g-e-r¢ %
A Yes. | i
Q And he lives on Lake Road?

A Yes. He isn't home. He 1s away at camp now, I |
think,

Q When was this, this occasion that you were talking
about?

A it was qulte some time ago. I imagine it was last
summer,

Q Have you personally, have you observed or have you

not observed how Marilyn Sheppard and Dr. Sam Sheppard
got along?

A Iy opinion was they had gotten along very well.

I have seen them skling and things, and at night, more
or less telking. i
Q@ When you went over at night time was everybody happy |
and contented?

A Well, I hadn't gone over very often. Maybe a couple

of nights, me and the next door neighbor and I had gone

over and just sat and chewed the fat with him for a while.
Or I had gone over alone maybe a couple of times and talked

to him or see Sam about something.




99

Q Dild you ever see Sam Sheppard get angry?

A I had heard, he got angry st us one davahen we were
skiing. We had a little accident. And he was also
angry at us the time, well, we used to sleep In a house,
we have a group of fellows,.and we used to sleep in that
little couple of rooms over hls garage, and a few of the
boys had gotten in trouble one night and they were out
and had stolen some stuff, and they were coming back there
afterwards, see, very late. well, it was early in the
morning, and at that time Sam was rather surprised and

he told us that we wouldn't be able to use 1t any more.

Q How dld he display his anger?

A Well, he Jjust, well, you wouldn't say he was real

angry. He was kind of just sort of miffed that these boys

had done this to him.

Q Did you ever see him blow his top?

A lo. |

& Do you know what you meen by blowlng your top?
4 Yes. |
Q

Did you ever see him display temper?

g

No. He always imprcssed me as a rather even-tempered
sort of person, I mean, I never went off the handle as
some people would.

Q Is there anything that you could contrlbute that I

didn't ask you, that I may not have asked, anything that
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you can think of?
A Well, nothing more than I felt to myself that he

was a very even-tempered person, and that I had never

seen him -- we had givern him times when he was angry at
us through skiing over there and playing basketball and

such that he might have gotten mad, but very sensible about

€

it, using hils head.
Q How many skl ropes wsre In exlstence?
A Well, they varied at times. There was two that

I know of, and I think there were three, I thlnk the one
was busted.

Q When you say busted, what was busted about 1it?

A That I can't remember. It was a heavy rope, a
thicker rope, he may have just put 1t away because 1t
was a rather big ski rope.

Q vwias it the rope thet was broken or was 1t the hand- %
hold that was broken, what was 1it?
A Well, I don't remember, I reﬁember asking about it, !
and I think one of the boys said it was broken, or
something to that effect. I don't remember just what it
was. I know that it wasn't down there.

Q Who did these skl ropes belong to?

A Well, one belonged to me, and the-other two were
his.

Q His, who do you mean by hls?
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Sam.

DR. GERBER: That 1s all.

We will adjourn until 1:00 o'clock,






