
the Cou·t. 

the prcr:pcc·ciYc:. jury r.i:i.nel, he.\Ting been previously 

sworn., ·wa:1 exo.:·.:ir:.c.;j on vc i r dir'<:;; _, c.s .follC111s : 

VOIR DIRE 3XAEI1!P.'::IO~l OF P..L.i :.N E. SZVERS 

B;,r MY- . Corl"i f~::..n : 

Q Mr . Severs., 1.Iill you kec~p your v oicG up s o that ova1·y-

body in t he cc~~t?cc2 c~n h0Qr you) and then certair.ly 

Counsel at the table '\'Jill c.ve no difficulty in hee.ring you:.· 

A Yes , sir. 

Q Your n~me is s9allcd S-e-v- e-r- s , i s t hat co~rGct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You liv-:: c.t 2592 1:~y:tield Read _, Cleireland Ifaig,."lts? 

A les _, sir . 

Q Respond to my lUGSticns with a verbal r esponse ra-:;her 

than a nod. 

How long have you lived at the,t address ., sir? 

A At the p1·e sz~1t :-.t! • _'(:oS about four years. 

Q Where did you live prior to living at this address on 

1-!ayi'ield Road? 

A In East Cle '"~lc..nd . 

Q And what ·w1s your add:::ess in East Clev.aland? 

A 1762 Wyi;1oi:'e • 
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'·Q How long diL ;;;ou live in East Cleveland? 

A Well, all my life e4ccpt the t 10 years that we lived 

in Arizona. I l ived "•Ji th my follts in Arizona • . 

Q, How old e.rc you.:i Hr .. Severs? 

A Thirty-eight . 

~ Thirty-eight? 

A Yes • . 

THE COlTRT : Counselor, will 

.-you fo:r;;iva 1"2e for the i nte::.·rupt ion? Mr. Scve!'z, 

you are going to have to keep :lf~our voice up. It 

tiay require a little effort on y ou1" behalf, but 

I cannot he<.:!.r you . Your back is to rae . 

2-1r . Rot1ito must repor t for the reccrd 

what your re~3po:"lscs are. So it is n~tural f'or 

you and :i\~ • . Co:i:ric;an ,, since you ar·e close togeth81', 

you don ° t i'mnt 'Co be shouti!.13 at him, but you keep 

you:r v oice a t a. h itrh pitch. 

· A I will try •. 

. THE COU1:1T: · Will you do that 

so w·~ can unde::.·ntand you . Thank you, s ir. . I am 

sorry, Counsclc:t •. 

By Mr. Corri{'.'.a.n : 

Q. Mr •. Severs, I ·cake· it that you htf: cnd...::d school in the 

~reater Clevel and area? 

A Yes, si:r. 



Q 'What high school did you to? 

A Well;i I d id no·~ eo ·co h i gh s chool. 

Q . You left schccl be.fore you w0nt to high ochcol, i s 

that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What g:rada cchccl did you attend? 

A J:>a.trick H8n:ry Junie :..• IUc;h. 

Q That is locate:1 i n the city of Cleveland , is it no·;;? 

A 'Yes. 

Q Presently you arG eraploye ' a t the Eberhard Hanufacturi1"'.3 · 

Company? 

A Ri(;ht. 

Q What product do "\;hey menufacture? 

A They t1ake truck handles . 

TID COURT : Keep your voice up . 

A Th~y ma...l(e truck. h:-,ncUes and other thin~s · for scmi-

trucks. 

Q, What is your speci fic job at the Ebe!'hard ?~anufacturinq 

Company? 

A Order fille~ . 

Q You are an crcer :filler? 

A Yes. 

Q How long haYe you been 6mploycd with that cc:-:ipahy? 
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A Let's sGe o Di-1Toc Co:cporD..tio~. 

Q Wha t i s tb.e p:.·cdi.;.ct er the busir~ess of t ha t corpo::.·ation' 

A They m<:!.kc tl i.., Contn.c :.:.~:;i ·;; -· . It looks like taood,, f or 

cars. 

Q Ho~·J long we1·e y~;u e;;:plo~·i;;d ·with tha t firm? 

A /\.bout t"i.-1 0 yea.rs. 

Q, lJh.:i.t was your spccif:i.c job with t hat firm? 

A I ~~as a pr..::c3 helpe1~ o 

.. Q, Press operator? 

A Press 

Q. Prior to being e1-:i9loyod t-iith that firm, where 1·1ere you 

e r:'!ploycd? 

A I just can~ t :tcully thii."lk. now. 

Q we will get be.ck to that in 0. little while . 

Mr~ Sev~.rc, r ce:e by the s'1cet her e , tha t you are 

single; were you ever ma1·::ied , s:!.r? 

A No • 
.. 

Q ' Do you have any ~;!'l;y·sical oisabilitie .... t hat irnuld 

render it a hardship for ~rou to se:i.~ve on this jury if you 
. 

are so selected? 

A No. 

Q Do you k.."lo".J n:e, ~oh:1 Corr i g.::m , the Pros ecuting At t orne;v, 

or anybody connec ted i;ith the P1·cs~cuting Attorney' s Office? 

A No, I don ' t. 

Q. Do you kno·:·1 ~~. SpGllc.cy? 

i 
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A No, I dcnlt. 

counsel in this i'1Qtt.:;:;;.·? 

A No, I don't. 

Q Or the c1e£·endan·~ f.'.::.:n Shepp:i.rc:, d o you lmou him? 

A No, I c1on v ·c. Other ·chan his picture in the _.ape_·, 

that's all. 

Q You sn.i·J his picture in tha pa.per . Do you l<'..no'!: Judge 

Talty? 

Q. You do not. Nci-1, h<:i.ve you had occasion to tal!t about 

the Shepperd cace ~'iith anybody a;'- any time? 
i 

A Not other than -- ycu lmo-:·1 ~'!hat I m~a..V'l, not anymorG 

than e.nybcdy els3o Just ecncrelly. 

Q We don 1 t knc:·i d1C!.t 

A What I read in the p:;i,-per. 

Q. Other than 1·Jh~.:c ~·ou read in the paper, and you did 

read something a.bout i·c in the paper , is that correct? 

A Yes, that 1s true. 

Q. When did you rcud something e.bout it in the paper? 

A At the tir:'lo it v:as in the p<:,par, at the time it 

happened. 

Q That is in 199~, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

" ; Q ·Di: you :..~c <~~ :.t in JOl"e thQn one paper? 



A Maybe ths Plain Dc:::l.ls ::..~ or t he Press, I don't kno11. 

Either cne . 

Q I am not going 'co .::..s k you vihat you read, but I am coing 

to ask you, c a.."l ycu rec::;.11 what you rcc.d? 

A 

Q Did you fo_1 01: H :::a ther oxtensively in the pa pe rz? 

A No. 

Q, Did you ~c~d oz i t in any ~ag~zinco? 

:J' A : .~ 

Q Did you f'olloi.J i t on television or radio? 

A No . O"::hc r tha~1 he:;.:r ing it on the news , that 9 s all. 

Q, You reco.11 hc3.ri.!.1c; it en the rn~ws. As a i·esult of 

what you read o? ho'.l~'d , d i d you forr.mle.te any opinicn a s to 

the guilt or t he .innocznce of t he defendant? 

A No. 

Q, Did you ev2r cxp:e~s a ny opinion in ari:y discussion 

that you had 1·Jith --.'t'lycne e l s e? 

A No. 

Q Did D..'1Yone express any op~"lion to you? 

A I have hcar·d t his , yes. 

Q, ·You ha ~e h e.:i.1·d t h i s . Can you tell us h.ow many people 

e;cpressed an opinion to you? 

A Oh, maybe five or ten . 

Q Maybe .five or t en, and as a result of' them expressing 

an opinion, diCl you for .. ulo.tc an opinion? 
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A No. 

Q Did you dii::;c '~ ~::: 1·1ith tt.er.1 the opinion that they ha 

fori.nulated? 

A Well, I listcmc;d to wh.~;t they had to say . I c1 idn rt 

give any opinion on it. 

Q You did not ~eturn e.n opinion cf your own? 

A N9t 

Q mwe you ha C-"1Y c.scociution, do you know, with any-

body that might be . co»1:.'"actccl i·;ith this case, that is to s:;;y, 

any l aw enforce11ent n.:;enc:y, or anybody ·who might have inves­

tigated the case, c1~ i·Ji'th the defe!!da.n.t or with any rae~:1bers 

of' his family? 

A No. 

Q Or the victim of this hcmicice , or any member of her 

family? 

A Ho, not t h:-.t:t I '::.."lo1·r of. 

Q Have you had any connGct::_on t·;ith Bay Village Hos9ital? 

A Uc. 

Q. Do you knew 1•h:::;re BEly Village Hospital is located? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q. Any me:.-llbers of your fc.mily have any connection 't'lith 

~chis hospital? 

A No. 

Q With whcr:i do you live at your home? 

'A ?1y f~ther anu nothGr . 
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Q Do you h~va c.ny b?others or sisters? 

A .Yes, a sister. 

Q One sister? 

A One sister. 

Q. And how old is che? 

A Thirty-seven. 

Q I take it s'.:':.G i::; living away frcn. hor:ie? 

A She is ra11~r:.$d • 

Q, And doas she h:ive c f'.1i~ily? 

A . Yes. 

Q Hoi·1 nany child::£·en doe~ she have? 

A ~·10 children. 

Q What is he2'.' nar.m? 

A Now? 

Q Yes. 

A Her married nane? 

Q Yes. 

A Joan Nichol. 

Q. · Joan Nichol? 

A Joan Nichol. 

Q, What i s her husbo..nd 7 :::s occupation? 

A He is a dcctor, an eye docto:.c . 

Q He is an eyr:;; doctor? 

A Yes. 

Q Whe:i. .. e is hiG cfi'::.ce locc.t ed? 
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Q m"W.t is his fi:rst l!a.mG? 

A Russell. 

Q Did ycu hn.vo occasion to di:::cuss l-1ith Doctor Russel_ 

A· No. · 

Q Did you ho::..ve occo.~ ion to hi:.v0 him discuas l·1 ith you or 

indicate any 09inic:n that !1e mc.y !:v.ve formult:..ted in conn·.:.c-

tion with t h i s Jatter? 

A No. : 

Q Hoiti often co you see Doctor Nichol·? 

A Oh, . not too of'-en. Once a month, ma.ybe" or eve:..~y t1·10 

months. 

Q Before bzin::; s~;:-.<.monee. to t!1is room this morning, did 

you lmow whether or not ~rem ".·muld be a pl"Ospective juror 

for the Sheppard ca~0? 

A I thought there mic;ht be r:. chance. · I didn 1t knew for 

sure. · 

Q F...ad ·you d:tscunsed this cha~ce with anyone? 

A. no. · 
• 
Q Had anyone di;::;cucce d '\1ith ycu the possibility t hat 

you may ba a juror on this case? 

A No, no, $ir. 

Q If you :::.:e s~l ""'C t e ' as a jt:ror in this · case, Nr . Sever s , 

and if' the Com.··: i:.::"'..: :cuctc you t hat penalty sl1all ·c; no 
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concern of you:::;self :> but sclel~l ~ p:ecroga.tive of the Court:;, 

that you i·i :l.ll not b8 concerned 1·1ith .the quection of f(ma_ty, 

would you accept thz;).t innt:euction? 

A I don't be1:!.c7c I u:1:::erstcr1d you . 

Q If you are selected a3 a j~~or, and if the Court tGlls 

yo.u that it is not your funct ion to be concerned with pu..ri.ish 

ment or p~nal ty, i·iill you a.ccept •·ho.t instruction? 

A . Do you ri12an C2'.;.)it(l.l Punishrent? 

Q. ' Mo, sir. I am s1)::aking of penalty 01· punishr.1ent. 

A .No. 

Q, You will not .'.!.ccapt the in3t:ructions of the Court? 

A Oh, I nc=:an I i·?on 3 t g :::; agains t it, no. 

Q You will ~ccopt t~e . instructicns of the Court? 

A I ·would o.ccept it, yes . 

Q He.ve you ever b:en invol ved , sir :;, in a criminal cuse 

your::;alf as a ·witness c:r o.a a victim or in any manner 1·1hat-

evar? 

A .No • 

. Q ·Has any I:LleT:J.b2r of your far.iily been imrol ved in a 

criminal · ca~e in ar2y r.1<.:.n~er that you knoi·i of? 

A . ~ro, net thc::.t I kno·l·? of'. 

Q If you v.1·e sele.c t ed as a jur or,· and if the time c ones 

i1hen you ·will deliberate on t he facts of this case , would 

you join with your i'ellc-;.1 juro:;.·s in a :full e..nd co1~ple'tc I 
deJ.1beration wit\1 tlle vie'1 in 1:1i11d of arriving at a fair+ 



and :l:i."'lpartial and oDjectivc verdict? 

A I 't·1oulc1 _, ye-::. • 

. · Q. Would you do th2.t, sir? 

A Yes. 

Q And if t he Court insti·ucts you that your opinion, 

your Verdict_, l;culd. be pr.:;d icc.tcd solely upon the evi dence 

adduced in this court:::oom, i-1ould you accept that instructio!1·1 

A Yes. 

Q. ·· No't'J, in evD.luo..tinG the testi:!;or.y of witnesses_, will 

you use your every C.c.y coi:n~1 ;:,~ o:rdina.ry sense 1n deter::iinin,s 

how much believ.::i..b:l.lity to give to one ·wi~ness or a..11.othe:r 

regardless '·;ho he 1:J.Q.y be, IilG2vSUre him like you mea.sure 

anybody else you nc0t on the st:-reet? 

A You have to go by facts . 

Q So that uhon you are listening to a witnes~, will you 

employ your evc::."y duy cor.B"1cn c nse to detern ine whet.her he 

is telling t he truth or not? 

A Rie;ht, righ·c. 

How, you hn.v0 i.1dicated that you have read something · ~·· 
\ 

in .the ne1·;spa.pcre at the tirr.c this matter occurred. ' 

Have you rG~· anything in the newsp~pers in recent 

days relative to this case? 

A No, I have not . 
' \ 

Q When was the l::.nt tir.!~, 2.S bes t you can tell us, tha.t · \' 

you r eo.d sc=.1·~thing about t.1is in the; nevrn9a.per? 
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A I think ~bout a y·co.,r c.go. 

Q, .Jl ... 11d again, 1·:i th cut tellin,z !:le 1·1h:1 t you read , do you 

A Not wo:;.~d for ·Noru. o·;;he1· th.::m tl:.ey ·were goinr; to 

have a new tr in.1. 

Q Don't tell r:1,~ ~:ho.:c you reu.d, b~t do you recall wh2..t 

ycu road? 

A Mo. 

Q. You do net r3c~ll? 

A No. 

Q Did that which ;you reo.d about a year azo cau::ie ycu to 

formulate an opinion in this matter? . 

A I cculcn't forrJ~late an 09inion because I just dicnttq 

I don't knoi·1, I den~ t k~.01·1 uhethcr, one i·1ay or the cthe1·. 

Q You have by 1~cspc1'!d ing to J'ude;e Talty, as did ?!;any of 

the other jurors, I t a!\.a it you have not had any p1--io? jury 

service? 

Q. Nc·N, let us i;o back to th~ eruployinent that you 11.:ld, 

and. let's sp0cifico.lJ..y go bo..ck t o 1954; 1·Jhat 1:1as your e~ploy~ 

ment at that tit1e? 

A Then I "t"101':\.ed for ~!3.rquette £.fetal Pl"cducts. 

Q ld:l.rquette Hetal Products? 

A Yes. 

Q lfnere arc e·wy lcco. t e:d? 
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A 'l1hey a:ce 1oca·~c;d on 140th u.nd St. Clair, I think it i 3. 

Q; Fn~t was the p:rcr.:uc·c t he.t t he:t. firm produced? 

A It m1s a ~i:whine: i:fr:.op ~ prccucticn. work. 

Q. Hhat wa.s you? o.::')ec:lfic job 1vit'1 t h.at i'irm? 

A I worked i n a drill p1•ess there , ch~ill pr ess operator . 

A Oh, abcut a yea~~ 

Q ' At that ti.1'1e , did you have occa sion to dis c uss this 

A I tal lted about it but I d idn 1 t give m:y opinion, no. 

Q, You say you did~1q"t i:;ive an opinion . Did you ho.v.a an 

op inion , sil~? 

one we.y or the oth~r. 

Pass f or cause , 

your Eonor. 

T~-L.E COUTT: Counselor Bailey 

or She1~nan? 

BV lft..r. Pailc:y: 

Q. Mr . SGve:co ~ r think you said at one t ime you ·i'io1·kcd 

for Di-Noc Corpo_·11tion? 

A Yes ~ I did . 
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Q Io t'mt tl:.e c oY.ipri.~1y th:it ic;a.s o·vn ·d by :Mr . 'It~orr.as Rae:se,, 

if you knm·i? 

A I believG EO, yes. 

Q. Do you lmo-:·; i·1l o Tl c!:lc..~ Reese is, 't~ith refel"Gncc to thi:: 

case? 

A No . 

Q Do you k .. "1011 i' ho l'·~J..1':5.lyn Sheppard was? 

A Yes, six. 

Q ' Who? 

A Sam Sheppard 's c.h::.ugi-;.tcr -- or, his wife . 

Q, Do you b1m·1 he1"' fath~1· 's nm1e? 

A No. 

Q Did ycu ever meet Ttc~as ReGse? 

A :r:ro , I con 1 t i:l~liGv2 I did. 

Q Did you ever· h~ar o.ey of your fellow employees at 

Di-Ucc talk about hirJ i:iith respect to this case? 

A Ho, sir. 

Q In 1951-~,, did you sub;;;c:dbe i : i·~gularly to an:y newsp.:ip:;:r? 

A No, 't·Je didn •·c nubscr ibe to it. We just bought it at 

the corner orug stcre . 

Q, Did you custo::n3.:•ily and f'1·o:n de..y to day buy a ce-·tain 

newspaper or nern:;p:.l~~rs in order to keep up with things 

generally? 

A Y:.:s, g.~:1 13rc.lly. 

Q Uhat pn.pc;.•c i';0:.:e y ou rco.dir:. .:; in 1951.!-? 
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A Pla in Dealer. Press • 

. Q Did you ordin.:~rily z-ead bot •. i n t he course of a day? 

A No. 

Q Did you read one one day e.nd one the next; or how did 

you break it ~p? 

A Sc-.rnethinz li!tc that ~ 

Q In othe:·.· 1·;orcs, ci·'.;her newnpaper "-~s catis:factory? 

A Yes. 

Q ' But you l1ould :r0ad a Cleveland news:papsr, one of the 

t wo you designated most; every day, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q A.11.d in J"uly . c i' 1954 you i:Jere reading these n ei-rnpn.pe:rs? 

A Right. 

Q And for th13 n•:::xt; s:lx months , and this 't'ias a daily 

occurrence, your pcrusc.1 of a Cle1rnland n e1·rnpaper? 

A Yes. 

Q Mr. Severs, did you 1~ead CO:!:Gthing in either of these 

papers abou·c this cacc? 

A Ns. turally, it ";·;as in there at the time, you couldl"' 1 t 

miss it. 

Q, · What do you recall of' the details of' the cc.se that 

you read about ? 

r.m . CORRIG.Al : 

TE:C COu:RT: 

Q You may o.nm·1cr . 

Objection. 

Overruled. 
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.A Do I r cmc:::ber th.2 ci~t'-:.ils ? 

Q Hhat c1o you r·Gcall thc.:t you read in the ne~1spa.pe:r.., 

about thin c ase Gi;.:~:ins the s il: r.ionth pericd follm«ing July 4t 1? 

A Other tl~'1 i:hr:l.lyn killed_, the. t rs 0,11 I 

knew about it. 

Q Did you acce9t 2.s :::\::i,ct t .at h::;r· ceath wa.s a ho!nicide_, 

that someone h~d killej her? 

A 

Q, 

:ro. tu:rally :> 

Al, .,,..1 o ·'h.·'­... •-o-•l-:i 

A Yes. 

ar..d you bol iev0 that todc-.y? 

Q, So 'Chat even if :10 evid~nce is p:r0~cnted by t .::: Stc.te 

th t she aied e..s ~ :!."c:ult of homic ide, you uculd ::;till 

believe ·thct s.w '\·ms TiUl'c1e ::.~~::'l , \:Jo1.:ld you not? 

Object.ion . 

T.ffE COURT : Sustained . 

Q \·Jhat did ycu rG~d <:~b out the defend:mt So.m Sheppard? 

A Other than t h.:::.t he 't"Ja:3 a dcctor, that's all. 

Q, Did you l earn the: or a t any tine what kind of doctor 

he was? .. .. . ·~"' . . 

A Yes$ · 

Q t-rna t kind? 

A Is it osteopath? 

Q Yes. Do you ho.ve a fru.1ily phys ician? 

A Yes. 

Q Is _he an osteo,:::::i:thic physician? 
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Do you k.."iot'l i'lh2:c c.n c:.::toop-::.tL is? 

He is n~:/c a r egulq.::.n !l:.D. , is it? I don 't think so. 

You say that ycur juc1g11ent is he is not a r egular M.D.? 

Rie,:.11. t • 

Q Also, if' ;.::edie;al testimony i·~cra given in the cour:;:e 

of' this trial by un ostco_:.,:J:th, and contradicted by one 

describing hir.molf a~ an I1!.D., i:ould y cu be inclined to give: 

more 1·Jei,sht to tha tc::ti.I'!o_1y of the H .D . as a doctor? 

Hn . CO:RICC:AN: 

TEE COURT : 

Objection. 

Sustained. 

Q ·when :you se.y t!.:.2..t an osteopath is not an M.D., not the 

same as an M.D., co you know how he differs from ~n M.D.? 

Objection.. 

He may ans1·Jer 

if he k_vi01vn. Do you undcrstc-.nd t he question , 

Mr. Severs? 

Yes, I under-

star..d it, but~ lc·c me think , I think it is 

something like a chiropractor, something like 

that, along that J.in3 . 

T~C COUR'I1: Pursue anothe r 

line of inquiry, Counselor. 

KR. B..ULEY: Excuse me, your 

Honor? 
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Please pursue 

another line of i~quiry. 

Q Mr. Severs,, did you read anything about the !)ersonal 

life of the defendant a:i; the time o:f the trial? 

A A little now and then . 

Q What do ycu T8C::lll about his personal life that you 

learned through the news media? 

A Well,, othei~ than that Marilyn Shippard '\~as his wife, 

and that she had b:.:;en kill<::d. Thc:.tts about all I know. 

Q Do you recall reading anything about his ac tivities 

other than as con .. YJ.ect&d 't'J ith his profess ion o:f' be;ng an. 

osteopath? 

A No. 

Q Nothing 1:Jh~tscever o Do you recall reading b..nythin3 

about proceedings i this case which occurred prior to his 

1954 trial? 

A ·A little. You r::ze.n of 'l·Jhat happened? 

Q, Yes. 

A A little. 

Q Can you tell us,J juzt briefly what you remember about 
\ 

that? 

1-ffi • C ORRIG:l\N: Objection. 
. . , 

THE COURT: sustained. 

Q Do you rera0mbe:i."' anything in particular about the 

proceeding th~t you re~d about in 1954? 

,. 
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A Other than hs 1·:as a:r:rested and "l'las taken to tr:!.al. 

Q Nm'1.:. you say the..t ;you h..,G.rd others give you opinions 

from time to ti.:4e as the case p~ogressed ? 

A Right. 

Q You were t·1oxking et that til'.!le doing what, sir? 

A Let's sea, at 1.:a..1·quette ?.:etal Products at that t ime. 

Q As a press l:'.lc:;.~~ is that cc:::-rcct? 

A No. That is Di-i:foc. ?·Zarquette I.retal Products is a 

production_, mo.chine p::.~cduction cor.:_?any, production wo~k. , 

Q Did you wo::.~~< at ~i.:. piece.~ o:r. machinery :·~·1ith othe:r peop c 

around? 

A Right. 

Q And would you talk with the:-n from time to time during 

the course of the day? 

A Well, yes. 

Q And at coffc0 c!'Ga.ks, and so forth? 

A Well, 1'.le had co·~fce breaks, yes . 

Q No':'i, e.t the tine Doctor Sheppard 1:-JO.S arrested , did 

you talk 't-Jith these p-s:ople j,bout _1is arrest , do you recall? 

A Well, I di\.~n 9 t bring it out. You hear them t a l king 

about it. 

Q. Do I unda1·ste.nd 1·Jl:enaver people would talk about· the 

case or give opinions in the case, that ~'OU would r emain 

silent or withdra~·J :from the convers~tion? 

A Well, it isn • t 1·:ithcra1:1 . I just didn't want to ;give 

j, 
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an opinion bE;cause I d ic1n 1 t know . I would have to have 

f acts before I could 2;ive an opi n ion , whether anyone i s 

guilty ·or not. 

Q Do you r ecall hearing op i n ions? 

A Oh, sur 0, yes. 

Q, And did some of th.:.se opi nions come frcm people ·t·ihose 

jud@llent you re.spected, 1:1ithout naming anyone? 

A Well, generally s9eo .. king, respect for their opin ion 

like ' anyone e l se • . 

Q Mr4.Sevc?s , have you ever conversed about t h i s cese 

\'Jith _any member of '.:;he l egal profess ion, lawyer or judga? 

A No, I have not. 

Q, Then you nevar hea:rd any opi nions from any member of 

the profess i on about the guilt or innocence of SaCT Shepp~rd? 

A No, I haven~t. 

Q Now, you eay tbat .;rcu r oad s omething about the t r i a l z 

do you recall t he result of t hat tria l? 

A Other t han hE.: wc..s gi ven a life sentence. 

Q, This 'Nas as n. resul'c of t he fact that he was ccnvic tec? 

A Right. 

Q Now, t·1hen you heard the r esult of the trial, tha t i s , 

the jury verdict , did you accept it as the fact, in other 
·- . 

. \'lords, .- that Doctor Sheppard '"as guilty? 

·A . No. · 

Q · You did not? 



A No. 

Q I u.11derstan.d, then!) th~t despite the verdict of the 

jury there remained sorJe question in your mm mind? 

A Right . 

Q A..11d that you hc..d no time c1espite the verdict of the 

ju:ry settled u9on tl::.e zuilt or· innocence? 

A Right . 

Q New, from tir.1e to tine between 1954 and tcday, you 

have· read about the case!) I take it? 

A Yes . You coulanvt help i t., to a certain extent. 

Q And you 1-:;;:.tched television? 

A Yes. 

Q You heard cc:·~::-.1ent about it one way or the other? 

A Rig.'1t. 

Q Criticisn, accusations!) a..~d s o forth? 

A Right • 

. Q. Mo~-1!) did you hear anything that happened to Doctor 

Sheppard after tl1-e jury verdict Ce..L"'"le in '!:J ith respect to 

his sentence? 

A Mo. 

Q Did you hear --

A Other them going to jail, no. 

Q Did you h~~- anything ~bout appeals in this case? 

A Appeals, yez. 

Q n::a you h~.:.:· .-:::y-'·' :!.!lg abcut appeals to the Fe::leral 

I 
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Court? 

A Yes, 1 heaTd that. 

Q P.ave you h.:=.:.::·d fu'J.YthinB abou t an appeal to the 

.United States Supr~~a CouTt? 

A Yes. 

Q And did you ree..d about the result o:f' that aJ_)pea.l? 

Q What cid you he~r t hat t he Supre~e Court had said 

about the original t~ial? 

Objection. 

A I don 1 t knc"Ji what they said about it. 

Q. Did you und e:s.·s·~and that the original trial had bGen 

decreed a :: nullity by the highest court in the country? 

A What do you mean by· nullity? 

Q That it had beGn decresd void , as if it had never 

taken place, because it t-as defect ive, did you understand 

th2.t? 

, A Yes.· 

Q 4ore importantly~ do you accept that as the p?oper 

ruling? 

l'.R . CORRIGftJ~: Objection • . 

l·ffi • SP~LLACY: Objection. 

THE CO'URT : Sustained. 

Q Do you un ersta .. i.d er did you l earn that Doctor 

Sheppard uas re:l:-~s:;d frc:".1 his o::.· ir;inal s entence be:ca se 
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of the ruling I 1ure just refarred to? 

Objection. 

TEE COlr ... T: Sustained. 

I Q Have you at any time hea~d or e:~pxessed an opinion 
'I 

abo~t the recent proceedings in the so-called Sheppard 

case? 

A.::.., Very little. 

Q Mr. Seve~s, if the defendant Sam Sheppard permits 

you to sit as a ju?o~, are you satisfied that you can 

apply vigorously the instructions of law the Court will 

give to you, to only those fects that you learn in this 

courtroo!'.11? 

A Would you restate that again? 

Q Certainly. You understand that 't'lhen the evidence 

in this case , if you sit as a juror, is concluded, the 

Court will instruct you as to the law to be .applied? 

A YE?S• 

Q And then f'ron time to time as the evidence is being 

received, you may receive instructions from the Court as 

to the mode in which you will consider evidence? 

A Right. 

Q And you will be advised ,, as you were a short timG 

ago, as to the levGl of proof that is necessary before , 

you can co1ivict '(hm? 

A Right. 
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Q Now, do you have any pe:tsonal or conscientious 

disagreement with, for instance, the burden of proof 

being on the state of Ohio rather than on the defendant , 

do you think that is unfair? 

THE C01JRT: Counselor, I 

may interpose here . Mr . Severs , would you 

accept the Court's instructions of l aw given 

to you th!lt the burden of proof of the guilt 

cf the c~fendant beyond a reasonabl e doubt 

is a burden on the State, would you accept 

. that :: if tho Court so charges you as an in-

struction of law? 

lvffi • SZJERS : That it would 

be a burden on the State? 

THE COU?.'I': That the bur-

den i s on the State cf Ohio to pro'!e the defen-
} 

dant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, if the 

Court so instructs you, will you follow that 

i ~ 
'f \~\ 

I.\ 
\ 

instruction? 

Right. 

THE COURT: Please proceed, 

Counselor. 

Q Mr. Severs , do you f eGl, the fact that the defendant 

is here in this courtroom and has been indicted, is any 

indication to you as a layman that he has done s ot'lethLrig 
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wrong? 

ER • CORRIGAN~ Objection. 

TP.E C OU.t1'J; : Sustained. 

Q Mr. Severs, if the State of Ohio through its counsel 

should present ce:-."t~in evidence to you, and the defendant 

did net respond to tha t e7idence, did not present any 

admission on his pa:c-C t hat he had something to hide? 

MR . CORRIG.4.1~ : Objection. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

A I believe, no --

TEE COURT: Sustained. 

When an objection is sustained , Mr . Severs , 

do not renpond. 

Thanl.:: you, sir. 

Q. If the dGfenoant in this case, Mr; Severs, does not 

testify, would you feel that an indication that he had 

something to hide? 

~-ffi . CORRIGF .. N: Objection. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

May I sc~ Counsel: please? 

(Thereupon Court and Counsel conferred at the 

Court's b ·nch.) 

The Court is 

going to rev~rse its ruling and permit the 



question£:. 

Ple~s ·~ p:?.·oceed.ii Counselor. 

Q. Mr . SevGrz , if" at the cor:clusion of such evidence 

as the Stc.te may "tt;i3h to present to you, if you are 

selected . as a ju~or, the defense says noth ing und presents 

nothing., would you cor..sice1" this to be an indicat ion that 

the defense h~d Eom~thinQ to hide? 

A No. 

Q And if at the ccnclusion of the case by the prose-

cut or, 1,!r. Corrig2.n, the d0fendant Sam Sheppard gave no 

testir:iony, 8.nd no ·explanat ion to you as a juror as to his 

side of the story, 'i:JOuld thc:.t be an indication to you that 

he had scmethins; to hide? 

. A No. 

Q, Now, you ssy that you have never formulat ed an 

opinion about this ca.se? 

A 

Q But you have rGad and heard about it? 

A Yes . 

Q Ji .. "'ld you }.: ·=~!'d soi:1e t alk about it. You have heard 

the Court i nstruct you tho.t the defendant is presumed at 

this point, to be innocGnt? 

A Risht. 

Q Are you able to presume him innocent in the face 

. : . 
' ' ., 

/ .-.. . \ 

of what you h:::..v8 :tead and h ea1·d , presumed that he did not 
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kill his wif'e? 

A Right. 

Q You have indicat:::d thc.t a nu!':J.ber o-J: people talkGd 

about the case in ~,roui· p1•e;::;cnc e and expressed opinions? 

A Right. 

Q And thene w:e:re people g0r:.erally from the Cleveland 

A Yes, an fer ae ! lu.01,7, yes. 

Q ' Without gi7ing us the natu.·.::: of the opinions that 

you heard, elm you tell ue uhether 01· not they 1.-iere mixed 

01· whether they all tended to go in cne direction? 

A I ivould sa.y r.ii::ced • 

Q They we1·e nixed? 

A Mixed. 

· Q Some people felt one 't':o.y , and some another, a."lld 

those are the opinions that ycu hea..rd? 

A Yes. 

Q Mr• . SGvers,, if you c..l"e sele(!ted as a juror, and t he 

defendant Su:~ Shc99Qrd p~sses you c.nd permits you to sit 

en this jury, do you fe·::::l that you can exclude from your 

mind totally a':l.y il'lfori.."1ation,, no matter what, whic h does 

not pass fror:i t:i.at witn3ss stD..nd 'Ni th his Honor's approval 

as evidence? 

A Will jTCU :;:-e::>::a~ your question? 

Q Certo.il::!..y o A-z -.; ;e h~ve C.?.rlier dis cussed, you hc:ve 
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read ct heard in:fo:::''"1c:.tion about this c ase? 

Q So:.ne niscall2.ncous facts b8e.;:-ing on it . 

cou1~se o:f the tr:i.c,1 t.J::a f3.ct2 or ncme of thera co net 

appear az evidznca, do ycu feel '!;hat you i·Jill be able to 

· completely dincha:;.·,:;~ frcr.1 your mind that information, 

wh~tcver it is, that c1iC. not come from him as evidence_, 

o.nd decid e t'l':.e c2..~c t'Ji'G •• out ref'e::ccncc to it? 

A Yes~ 

Q, And do you fe8l that you could c::.nd would refrain 

from mention i ng to othe~ jurors anything that you heard 

ether than in this court:..~ccm with the jurors? 

A Right . 

Q 1·1r~ S8v.::2·s, do you fe&l that you might be subject 

to a."lY critic is;-a if you wer e 'a member of a jury panol 

t·ihich acquitted Doctor · Sheppa.:td? 

A 1"?<~11, I r:iey, but it uculdn ° t make any difference 

to me.· 

Q, · All risht, that's the qu~sfion. · Would . ~t. ;.bother 

· ycu at all? .·· ·· :·.· 

A· No. · 

Q. NcN, just prim:· to bcine; co.lled to come in here 

with the othe:.." t~·::::mty-three rncn~be:rs c 6f :_ the ·.:·pl:'ospect i ve 

panel, you •. c.vc bc:Jn kept scmo~·;h:::re in the cou:-thcuse, 

' 
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had you? 

A Right. 

Q And had t .c?c be~n a..~y discuss ion of the case 

among the r:1emb0rs of ths pru'!el? 

A !-Io, no discussion. 

Q. Any discu::;sion about tha fact that you were about 

to be que:'lticr..cd in co·mection ,,.Jith a f'~ou3 ca~e? 

A Only r;-.c:nt ioned t he Judge's no.me, some woma:i r.10nt ione · 

that it \'las the . Si.'!eppar·o base. 

Q Mr. s~ve:r-s 

A Othei th3.n tha.t, nothing. 

Q Do you hs.vc c.ny hesitaticn at all about serving in 

this case end rcndc~ing a ve?dict without regard to th 

way people mo.y :fe~l c..bout it? 

A Restate th::..t, :1ill you sey the question again? 

Q. Yes. Do you ha\~'3 any reason that you. \-Jould pre:fe1· 

not to be a ju:::-c:: in t. is cu:Je here, the retrial of 

Doctor Shepp~rd? 

A Tho only thing I can say is tha.t I don't believe 

in capital puni::::1rucnt ·, that~ s all$ 

Q. The Cou:ct will instruct you that is not the issue. 

You undcr::::tun , 1,!r. Severs , that capital punishment 

is not a part of t his cnsc, do you understand that? 

A Well, you k.11.0<,·i, th:it cc11:::s v.ith the trial 

----r-----~--
. .. 
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'l'L-.S C CiURT : Capital 

inst=cuction, c..nd thz Court n6i1 so instructs 

J .. .you, th2t i~ you sit as a juror .in this case , 

if you CVGl' 1·e::..ch the point of punishment in 

this can0, yot-1 '.Jill not ho.ve to concern your-

self \'.i·ch the crt.:esticn of cn.pital punish=uent; 

S~\:-zRS: Yen . 

COUHT: You accept 

t hat ins~ruct ion? 

~.m • S31lERS : Yes • . 

TI-IB COU:.\T: Please proceed , 

Coun~8lc:c. 

if o.t the conclus ion of all the evidence 

a nd the otr..0r p!'oc:;cc1L"1Ss , you retiria with · your i'elloi'z 

jurors· to delibero.te a verdict, a.rid you feel tha t the 

defendant · is ·wcb:J.bly guilty, but nonethel ess you have 

some doubt 1·1it'1 a :·ea.son behind it , could you c om8 back 

to this courtroom and · fL~d him not guilty, could you do 

that? 
.'. 

1:n .. co:m.ua..tN': Objection. 

?IC COU3'1': Sus tained. 

Let the l'cco1·d 
, . 

snm·1, e.n Counselor will proceed 

on ar.ct~~~ line cf L~quiry. 
·I 
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You i;'J :...11 b3 i nst:cucted if' you bcco::ne 

a member of this ~ancl, you uill be instructed 

with res pe c·i; to tha definition of the term 

reasonable doubt, and th9.t is the i..11.struction 

you would f'ollow c..s ::i. member cf this jury. 

Plc~~c proce0d , Counselor, to 

another lir:.e of inqui::-y. 

By Mr . na iJ.ey: 

Q ' If you a1·2 sel ec tcd as a juror, Mr . Severs, and 

. directed by the Cou::.·t :'lot t o expose you:rr; elf to any source· 

of inforr10..tion, ,.;het~1e1· they be friends or oth::::r people, 

o:r ne':.,rnpapers or 0-i:;!!.;1· ne:·:s media. , do you feel you can 

:f'olloi:1 thc.t im.:ti·ucticn? 

A Yes. 

Q And t urn m·::i.y a.11 effort s to give you info:cmation? 

A Yes. 

Q No quest:l.cn 1'!.~out it. Mr . Severs, if the Court were 

to instruct ycu as to Doctor S~eppard's occupation, and 

that instruction 1:;ei·a cliffe:cent than you presently con­

ceive his occupo..ticn to be , would you accept the Courtts 

instruction as the fact, and disr:::::Q;a.::cd the opinion you now 

hold? 

A Certainly. 

Q, You v1ould h.:i.ve no trouble d oing that? 

A No . 
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Q Mr. s~ '·c:rs.:; if in the cou:r·se of dc libe:i.·ating a 

verdict on ·i;his ct:.so, ycu foun:::'. t~1n.t othE)rs en the panal r 

disa greed 1Jit!-1 your ~ ic~1s .:> i·:m.ld y ou be inclined to a gree 

with the ~::J. j o!'ity.? (!°72!1 thoug. ycu c1 idn' t believe in t he 

truth of t heir opinio::s , or 1•iould you feel that you coul d 

adhere to yot::i~ mm opinions? 

A ! think I c ould ad!:1G:i."e to r.w O'tm opinions . 

Q, Mr. Scve::..~s ~ if I on beha l f of the de fend ant \ ·i1.3 r e to 

ch9.llcngc y o'..l ::o:..' cc..tue , ~u:d tl·.e Court overruled t h::1:c 

challenge o,nd :culsj tl at you wer~ qualified to sit, \'jOUld 

you be · able· t o i'orr:;ct or "Gtn•n o.:s i dc any :personal affront 

you . t1ight fc.;~1 at tho..t ch:i,l len3c , a nd not hold i t ·. a. c;2~ in;:; t 

the defcn::>c or '-1:~8 c.;;;f'enoant i n y ou1· consideration of the 

me~its of t : is c~sc, ccul d you do t hat? 

A I t hink r.;o, yo-:,. 

TE:C COURT : Excuse me, 

Counsel or. Tl:e Court he:."eby instructs you 

the..t thc:.t is the c~:::e:, that if you are challenged 

for cau:,8, c;x1.d i;-~ cht;.,l lcngc i s not gran.ted.., you 

are ir~s:tructGd by e i ther sid e if you are 

ch~llen_sed i'o!.' cause, you are instructed t hat 

you s ha.21 net bear t hat er p ermit it to ;.·1eigh 

in your ccter;.:ino,t icn in this co.se; do you 

unde~sta1d that? 
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Counsclc:;.,. 

113 • . B!tll.EY: 

I think so. 

Plee.se pr ccee:d _, 

cur c::::u:li :1:::.t;ion :; ycur Honor . We 1.Jill c hal le!'lg:.: 

for ca.use 0:1 cG:'lsrc.l expocuro . 

t he last pD.:ct o-Z your stat:.:::::1:'.)ffG? 

I cu~ sorry, 

your Eo .. c:::? 

T~i8 COURT: I heard your 

chal lemg;;; , but I c1 idn' t get. y our r eascn. 

The bas i s b.3in,s 

general expc.:m::.·s , not;hin3 tha.t thG p1~ospective 

juror h<:is s.::.id or any dc.nons t rable pa:rtia l ity, 

but sir:1ply ti1c fn.ct of gensral expocure to 

news mcdin. in the past as he has testified to. 

T!IE CO"i.JTI.T : Th.::i.nk. you, 

Counselor. The challeng~ f o:r ca use is over:;.·uled o 

!<tc. Sevarc , 'ltio uld you be kind enough 

to t ake this chair , number one cha ir in t he 

firs t r·c1;-1 . 

£.J\. SEVERS: Yes, sil·. 

T:-m C 01IB':L': 

will :irou call "t~e next p:rospec-<;ive juror? 
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tfG 1;ill go ur-til bJelve o~clock, 

gen:bl(;;lT.-:r~ , ;.;!lich is in about ceven. rrinutes. 

1-1::;;; . Uh:'.' in, would you be · ldnd 

enough to plcc,::;o ta~x.:; ·ch:i..s chair and :eelax 

and be ~t cQse , ~nd p~y attention to the 

quest5.ons as I ·l:..\"lcu you uill. 

?·l1'£l . U:.12•-1 '1, i:: that the correct 

prcnu;c1atio~ cf you~ nase? 

!:ffiS . !IT:;T.T:N UHPIR : Uhi.·in . 

TEE COURT: Hr z. • Uhr in, 

you ai·e u1!.d01" oc.th, you tzill b(;::.:.:;:• that i..11 

mind, o..s you r·2s::?ond to these questions. 

Counselor Spellacy or Corrigan? 


