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By Mr. Bailey:

CROSS EXAMINATION OF ESTHER HOUK

e TTERREE T IR ———

THE CQURT: Please prcceed,
counselor.

Q Mrs. Houk, when did you first meet Doctor and Mrs.
. Sam Sheppard? ‘

A I first saw Sam at the hospital. I den't recall when

we first met. |

Q Do you remember the year?

A I believe it was 1952,

Q Is that when they moved in, if you knou?

A I believe it was.

Q  Were you living in the neighborhood pefore the

Sheppards?

A ~ Yes.

Q Would you from time tc time in the course of ycur

acquaintanceship vigit with them sccially?

Yes,

Did you have meals tcgether scmetimes?
Yes.

Cocktalls, and sc fcrth?

Yes.

o > o » o »

Was it your custcm when visiting the Sheppards toc walk
back and fcrth betuween the houses?

A Yes.
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(S From time tc tinme?
A Cn occasion.
Q Had you on scme occasions walked the back way behi

the houses, that is tc say, between the beach and the ho

acrcss the Bracino!s and the Schuele!s?

A Kot the back way.

Q You had never dcne that?

A Along the lake, but net thrcugh the yards.

Q Ylhen you say alcag the lake, do you mean alcng the
beach?
LA Yes.

Q Was it pcssible to walk frem the beach direétly

behind ycur home to the Sheppard beach and stay on the

sand?

A Yes.

Q This is doun right at the water level, I take 1t?
A Right.

Q Were you familiay with the Sheppard steps and

beachhouse docun by the lake in 19542

ndé

uses

A Yes.

Q@ Do you recall a platform in frent of the beachhcuse?

A Yes.

Q And a set of stalrs that went off tc the east from the

platform to the sand?

A Yes.
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Q Were those the cnly stairs in existence at that time

that ycu can remember, leading from the platform tc the

sand?
A Yes.
Q Now, you knew the flcor plan cf the Sheppard house

rather well?

A . The first flcor.

Q- Had you ever been cn the second floor before the

morning of July Lth?

A Not that I recall.

Q You had never been there?

A Ne.

Q sc that the morning that you “uent cver in respoase to

the call of Doctor Sham Sheppard was the first time that
you had gene up tec the second flocr, is that right?

A - Right.

Q I take it you had nc familiarity with the layout of
the rooms on the second flcor?

A No.

Q That 1s to say, ycu didn't knocw which rooms were used

for bedrooms?

A No, well, there were bedrcoms on the seccnd flcor.
Q But you had never seen them?
R, SPELLACY: Keep your voice up;

we can't hear ycu.
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Q We don't hear you, Mrs. Houk,
A I didn't understand ycur question.
Q I am sorry, I will repeat it. You had never seen any

of the bedrcoms up there?

A Not that I can recall,
' Q You knew there were Just three members in the family,

Doctor and Mrs. Sheppard and thelr ycung son?

A Yes.

Q But you didn't know where any of them slept?

A No.

Q On the night of July 3rd, you testified that the

televisicn was cn, with the mcvie "Strange Holiday™?

A Right.

Q And the radic for a time, with the ball game?
A Yes.

Q And that at scne point after nidnight everyecne

retired butiycu?

Yes.

And ycu were reading an article?

A story.

A story; this was in a magazine, I take it?
Right.

Do you recall whether it was ccld or warm that night?.

It was cccl.

o > O » O > o *

Ccol?
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A And windy, yes.

Q Of course, cutside the house when you were watching
the fireworks downtown, it was windy from the nerth or
northeast, was 1t?

A The north, but I den't knouw if it was the northeast.

Q Was 1t chilly cnough sc that you had to wear g Jacket

cf scme kind?
Possibly.

‘Do you have any reccllecticn?

No.

o » o ®

How abcut the intericr of the house that night, was

t chilly or was it ccmfortabvle?

|

CGCJ.-
It was cocl?
Yes.

© you happen to remember what you were reading?

No.

e o o o =

Did you have a fire going in the fireplace on the
morning of July 4th, if you can recall?

I believe we did.

Do you remember uwhat you were burniﬁg in there?
We used cannel ccal.

I can't hear you?

I am secrry. Ue always used cannel ccal,

o > © > o P

Pardon ma?
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Cannel ccal.

I don't understand you.

We used cocal.

'ng.burned coal in the fireplace?

Yes.

What kind of coal?
Cannel cozal.

Cannel ccal?

‘_Yes “

I am not femiliar with the term; can you tell me what

is.is?-

A

Well, 1t is a particular type of coal that people use

in fireplaces, -because it ignites easily, and it burns --

Q

A

CGo ahead.

== 1t burns brightly with flames, and it is, well,

really more attractive than waming.

Q

A

Q
A

This 1s not like charceal, then, I take 1it?
No.

Does it come in logs or brickets or what form?

It comes in chunks. ¥You can buy it by the basket or‘

I believe you can buy it wrapped.

Q

Do you have some grate in the fireplace that would hold .

this cannel ccal?

A
Q
nisht?

Yes.

And can you recall 'that is what you were burning that

'

L e
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A It probably was.

Q . I believe you testified that you retired at about 2:30,

at least tc the extent cf going tc the second floor?

A Yes.

Q Ybuf bedrocm is clcsest to the lake, is that right?
A Yes.

Q Mr. Houk had retired earlier?

A Yes,

Q ;And was he using the same bedrocm as ycu on this
ccecasicn?

A Tjo.

Q .Bid ycu happen tc look in on him befecre you went tc
bgd?

A To.

Q You tcook scume time in preparing for bed and finally got

intc bed about 3:00 a.m., is that ccrrect?

A Possibly.

Q Did anything awaken you during the course of the night
L u
prior toc the call frem Doctor Sam Sheppard?

AT s
Q Where was the telephone located that rang when Dector

Sheppard called?

A Right next to ry husband's bed, cn the night stand.
Q How far distant from your rcom is the rcem of your

husband?
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g Right adjcining.

Q Well, do they beth lead off the same haliway cr is
there actually a docr ccanceceting then?

A o, they lead off the sawe hallway. The doors were
practically right next tc cach cther.

Q . So that in crder to go from ycur bedroom tc his, cne

weuld have to go cut your deer and in his?

A Yes.
Q ¢ Uhen ycu uwent to bed that night, did you notice

whether his deecr was open or closed?

A Nobedy closed doors. It was probably cpen.

Q . I take it from that that ycurs was not closed either?
. A No, I dentt believe so.

Q Does the ringing of the phone ordin@rily avaken you,

even though it is in his rocn?
A Yes.

Q And on this cccasicn you heard the phone ring, do you

have a recollection of the ringing itself?

A Yes.
-Q Is that what awakened you?
. A Yes.
”Q Prior to the time that the phcne actually rang, ycu

were asleep?
A Right.

Q Vhen the phene reng did you hear someone plck it up?
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I wouldn't hear him pick it wp.
You heard the ringing stop, I take it?

Yes.

o » o »

Frcom the manuer in which it stopped did you gather
that it had been lifted from the receiver?
It was answered, yes.

A
Q And you heard your husband's voiee?
A Right. .

Q

Of course, I take it you couldn't hear the other half
of ﬁhe conversaticn?
A To.
Q - I believe ycu said that your husband made an
exclamaticn; would you tell us what that was?
A As near as I can recall, he just said, "What?” or scmat
thing like that.
Q When yecu heard the exclamaticn or whatever it was,

what did you do?

> O B O

A I jumped ocut cof bed to see what was wrong.
Hou were you attired at that fime when the phone rang?
In night clothes.
Did ycu zc intc his room, or did he come intb yours?
I asked him what was urcng. I Imagine we met in the
hall.,
Q Do you recall where you were wvhen you asked him and

unere he uas?
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A
Q

lection of the actual confrontation at the time that you
asked him, "What is wrong?"

A
Q
3l

Q

that Sam had Just sald?

A

somebody tried to murder Marilyn."

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

phone, do you?

A

Q

Tt wis probably at his door.

I understand, probably, but do you have any recol-

No.
Did he tell yocu what was wrong?
He merely repecated what Sam had said.

Would you tell us what it was that he said, claiming
As near as I can recall, Sam said, "My God, come quick,

“Soﬁebody tried to murder Marilyn"?

Yes.

Is that what Mr, Houk said to you?

Yes.

"Somebody tried to murder Marilyn"?

He quickly rcpeated what he heard over the phone,

Of course, you don't know what he heard over the

No, but it happened 80 --
You didn't hear Sam talk over the phone?

MR, SPELLACY: Objection. Let her
answer the question.

THE COURT: Sustained, Please put

a question, counselor,




MR, BAILEY: Yes.
Q But Mr. Houk told you what he said that Sam had said
over the phcney is that rignt? I
A I asked him what was wrong and he repeated.

Q Excuse me, Mrs. Houk. Mr. Houk told you that Sam had

said something, and then he told you what Sam had said?

A Yes.

Q And he said that he was repeating Sam, is that
correct?

A' Mo, he didn't csay that. Ee Jjust made the statement.

Q But he told you, "This is what Sam saild," in substance?
A | Yes.

Q And you understocd it to be a repetition of what San

Sheppard had told your husband a moment or so before?

A Yes.

Q And he said that Sam had told him, "Get over here

quick, somebody tried to murder Marilyn"?
A Yes.

Q Now, did you have any discussion with him at the time

about the nature c¢f this phone call, just yes or no?

A Yo.

Q You didn't discuss it at all?

A No.

Q Did he talk with you about what should be done?




‘A No.

Q He did not?

A No.

Q Did he tell you what he was going to do?

A No,.

Q Did you advise him what you thought ought to be

done?

A No.'

Q ;No discussicn at all?

A No, he Just started to get dressed and I did, too.
MR, SPELLACY: Pardon me?

Q IHe started to get dressed?

A He started to get dressed and I did, too.

Q Mrs, Houlk, as a result of the infommation which you

recelved from your husband, Spencer Houk, did you believe

at that time that somsone had tried to murder Marilyn?

A I only thought sonmething horrible had happened, and

Sam called for help.

Q In other words, you didn't think for a minute that

it was a hoax, or anything, did you?

A No.

Q Then I take it you were apprehensive about some danger

in connection with a murder attempt at the Sheppard house?
MR, SPELLACY: Objection.

A No, I wasn't.
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THE CQOURT: .. Overruled., The .
answer may stand.
Q Well, did you consider whether or not whoever had

tried to murder Marilyn night still be at the Sheppard

house?
MR, CORRIGAN: Objection,
THE COURT: Sustained,
Q Were you apprehensive about going over there?
A No.
Q You were not?
A No.
Q Did you and lM», Houk have any conversation relative

to taking a weapon with you?

A No.

Q Did you have any conversation relativé to calling
the police?

A No.

Q Was there any reascn why you did not choose to call

the police at that Time?

A Sam called for help. He could call the police.
Q But was there a recason you decided not to call the
police?

MR, SPELLACY: Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained.

Q You say that your hushand got dresgsed and you got




dressed at the same time?

A Yes.,

Q Which of you left the house first, if either left
first?

A He probably went out the door first,

Q ~VWere you right behind him -

A Yes.

Q -= Oor weres you & few moments behind him?

A Quite close behind him,

Q In other words, was he .within your view all the

time you were leaving the house and going toward the car?

A Yes.
Q He was?
A Yes.
Q Can you recall how he was dressed as he left the
nouse that morning?
A He 'probably threw on a pair of wash slacks-énd a
T-shirt as I did.
As you did?

Yes.

How were you dressed when you left the house?

A Jersey.on?

Q
A
Q
A I Just had a pair of slacks and a jersey.
Q
A Yes,

Q

"When you went out to the automobile, where was it
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i gituated?
A Right in front of the dcor,
Q As I understand 1%, you said something to him

about, "Shall we walk or shall we drive?"

A (Witness nods.)

Q When the phones rang that morning, was 1t still
dark?

A No,-

Q , Would you say that 1t was full daylight or in betwesen?

A The sun wasn't up but it was daylight.

Q You could see very easily then without artificiszl
!1ighting?

A Yes, very easily.

Q Was it necessary to put on any lights in the

roons in order to get dressed?

A No.

Q You got into the car and backed out of your driveway,
is that right?

No.

You did not?

No.

Was the car facing out?

We had z circular driveway.

o » © » © *

I see, iSo that you pulled out of the driveway and

drove east to the Sheppard residence?




A Yes.

Q Is it fair to say that is about a hundred yards east

of your home?

A Yes.

Q You pulled In Doctor Sheppard's driveway?

A Right.

Q As you pulled in the driveway, did you survey the

premises, visually?
A o,

Q Did you look around the front of the house to see: -
il anybody was there?

A No.

Q Did Mr, Houk say anything to you relative to his
conversation with Sam Sheppard sbout who was at the
Sheppard house beslides Sam?

A No.

Q Or how many?

A No,

Q Did you ever hear Mr. Houk ask Sam Sheppard one
questi;n that morning after he picked up that telephone
about the details of the scene that was being described?
A As soon &3 we walked in, the first thing he did was
ask Sam what happenszd.

Q No, I am sorry; when he picksd up the telephone in

your own home, on the morning of July 4th, a little before
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A

o » O

six -Q_was it?

Yes.

== you heard an exclamation —-

Yes.

- did_you hear I&r. Houk ask one single questicn of

San Sheppard?

A
Q
A
Q

No.

Over the telephone, ke did not?
‘ No.

Now, before going into-the front door of the house

did you do anything?

L P O > O =

No.
Did you have anything with you?
Ne.

VWhen you walked in you say you walked in togethexr?

Right.

In other words, the door was opened, and yeu both

stepped into the hall, is that right?

O P O P O >

It was unlocked but not open.

I say, the dcor wa

]

cpened by one of you?

Ch yes. I am sorry.

And, then you stepped toéether into the hall?
Right.

As you went in, as I understand it, you say you heard

a moan?
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‘A ﬁes.

Q At the time you heard the moan &id you have Sam
Sheppard in view?

A No.'

Q I take it from the moan alone you didn't know who

was meaning?

A Jell, no.

Q But you assumed, did you not, that it was Sam
Sheppard?

A Naturally.

Q Now, had your husband sald anything to you about

Sam claiming injury in his phone conversation earlier that

morning?
A Mo.
Q Put when you hezard the moan you assumed it was Sam

and twmed into the den?

A Right.

Q And you saw him sitting in the chair?’

A Right.

Q You observed whaat I believe you described as cord
trousers?

A Yes.

Q With a stain on one knee?

A On the leg, yesS.

THE CQURT: Pardon me, I did not
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get.that response.

A On the leg.

THE COURT: A stain on the leg?
A Yes, of the trousers,
Q I wonder, lrs, Houk, if you could indicate on ny

trousers the arca of the stain just so we can be clear on

it; could you do that, was 1t on this one?

A I don't remember which trouser leg but 1t was about
in this area here. {indicating)

Q All right. For the record you are indlcating about

two or three inches above my knsccaps on the thigh?

A Yes, 1 think co.
Q Xow, as Sam was sitting in his chair was he slumped

dovn a little bit?

A Yes,

Q ind were the trousers pullcd up to some degree,
do you recall?

A He had his legs tucked under the chair. I didn't

see his feet, He wac slumped,

Q He had his legs tucked under the chalr?
A . Right.
Q Did the chair have an cpen front under the seat porticn,

such as the cne you are sitting in?

A It was a desk chair, Yes.

Q Could you see his feet?
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A No.

Q . Did you nctice whether or nct he had shoes?

A 1 dldn't notice.

Q Did ‘'you at any subsequent time in the course of

that ﬁorning see whether or no% he had shoes?

A | 'Yes, when I saw him in the kitchen.

Q Could you tell wvhether or nct these trousers that he
was wearing were wet or dry, when' you arrived?

A ' :“mat I 33'..-}’ it looked dl"‘ .

Q It looked dry?

A : Yes, from the lnees -- the legs, which I observed,
looked dry.

Q I can't hear you, Mrs, Houk.

A I an sorry. The legs of the trousers that I observed

looked dry.

Q Did you touch him when you first saw Sam?
A Not his trousers.
Q How close to San did you come when you first saw

him in the den?

A I éldn't. I was probably nct more than two feet

from him when we first came in. He was right close to

the door,’
Q  The chair in vwhich he was sitting was situated close
to the door?

A Yes.
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Q Was he facing you or facing right angles to you or
facing_away from you?’
A He was facing the dcorway.
Q Sitting in the chalr about two feet away from the
door?
A Right.
Q Did you actually go into the den, or just pause
mumentarily and glance at him?
A I stepped in, At the time my husband asked him
what ﬁappened, and he started to relate, and then he
mentioned Marilyn and I left almost immediately.
Q Mrs. Houk, when your husband asked Sam what happened

‘did he not respond, "I'm not really sure but somebody
should do something for Marilyn," wasn't that in essence
vhat he sald?

A Yes,

Q And on your first encounter with Sam that morning
in the den, wasatt that all that he said before you left
and went somewhere else?

A No.

Q Immediately after you heard him say, "Somebedy should
do something for Marilyn" --

A Yes,

Q -- didn't you go cut through the kitchen?
A Yes.
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Izmediately I belleve you testifled eariier?

Yes.

You went through the kitchen and up the stairs?

Yes,.

I didn't,

a
A
Q
& ;
Q How dld you lmow where Marilyn was?
A
Q You didnit lock arcund the first flocor, did you?

A No.

Q ~ou didn't even know whilch bedroom she might Dde
sleeping in, did you?

A No.

Q And Sam Sheppard didn't say anything to indicate
vhich flcor of the house ghe was on? .

A No.

Q But as soon es he said, #Samebedy should do something
for Marilya," you went direetly through the kitchen up the
stairs to her bedroon, true?

A Yes, -

Q Was there a reason that you elected to go to the

bedroom instead of to look to some other portion of the

house?

A It was the logical thing to do, to go upstairs,

Q Why?

A Well, I could see into the living room, as I came in

the hall, and she certainly 'wasn't within view on the first
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fioor. As I started up the stairs, ory; 'as 1 got to the
landing, I could glance into the other portion of the living
room. The couch was right next to the landing there. I
could sece the living rocm from the hall, and I could see

the rest of the living rcem from the landing on the stairwoy.
So right there, she wasn't eilther place, she ﬁad to be
uwpstairs.

Q You now gay that you went upstairs because you failed

to find her on the first floor after looking for her?

MR, SPELLACY: Cbjection.
THE COURT: Sustalned.
Q You were standing in the door of the den?
A Yes,
Q San Sheppard said, "Somebody should do something for

Marilyn"?

A ' Right,

Q@  You uwent imnediately through the kitchen?

A Right.

Q Did you pauce to glance into the living roon?

A Yes, on the stairuay.

Q But from the door of the den you can see partially

into the Le-shaped living rocm, can you nct?
A Right.
Q But you can't see the entire living room?

A No,




'Q Without stepping into it, true? Is that true?
A I could see part of it. TFrom the landing on the

stairway, I cculd see the rest of it.

Q So that as I understand it, you heard the remark,
glanced into the living rcocm, and could see part of it?
Yes.

Then ycu went thrcugh the kitchen?

Right.

A

Q

A

Q ‘And up the stairs?
A Yes.

Q

And on your way up the stairs you could see ancther

part of the living rocm?

A From the landing where the living room stairs and

kitchen stairs nect.

Q You could see another part of the living room, true?
As The rest of the living room, yes.
Q Now, do you say from the two pesitions that you tell

us you looked into the living rocnm you were afforded a
view of the entire I-shaped living room, and you achileved
this view without at any time stepping from the den door
into the living rccm, true?

A Probably, the den door is right at the edge of the
living roon.

Q When you looked intoc the living room was it for the

purpose of seeing vhether or not Marilyn was there?
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A If I was going to help Marilyn, I certainly would !
1ookk == ;
Q Would you please answer the question?
MR, SPELLACY: - I object,
Q When you locked in the living room, was it for the

purpose of determining whether or not Marilyn was somewhere

in the living room?

A Yes, 1t would have to be.

Q It would have to be?

A I wanted to do something for Marilyn,
Q Yes.

THE COURT: Please put a question,
Q. When you looked from the landing into another portion
of that same room, was it for the purpose of seeing whether
or not Marilyn was down there somewhere?
A Probably. _
Q Probably, all right., Now, you proceeded up the
stairs and first noticed, as I understand it, an arm, and
as you ascended the stairs you could see the arm even
though you hadn't reached the upper landing, isn't that

true?

A I don't know what point in climbing the stairs I saw
thét, but I did see, it was easily visible at the top of

the stalrs.

Q And that is the first thing that you saw, before you
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entered the rocim you cculd see that
A Yes.
Q After you saw that you walked through the bedroom

door in which che was found and intoe the rcom?

A Yes.

Q And you obzerved her lying on her back?

A Right? |

Q And I teke it there was a good deal of blood about

her face and shoulders?
&

& Right,

Q And would it be accurate to say that it covered mocst

=g

of her features?

A Right.

Q You szid that it was dry?

A Yeg.

Q The bloecd was dry at that time, is that what you

salid?

It wasn't glistening wet,
Excuse na? .

It wasn't glistening wet.

I can't hear you, Mrs. Houk.

I am sorvy. It wasan't glistening shiny wet.

Dy B O D

Well, when you sald it was dry, is that because of

0

visual observaiicn you made, or because you touched some

portion?
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% No, I dldn't touch anything.
Q Then it appesared to be dry, 1s that rigﬁt?
A Yes.
Q

Now, I take it when you first observed all of Marilyn
Sheppard, having stepped in the bedroon, that the scene

was something you had never seen before, is that a fair

statement?

A _YBS, right ®

Q I take 1t that you were shocked or numbed to sone
degreé?

A  Right.

Q You. say you rzached out and touched the wrist of

the arm that was hanging from the bed?

=]

A Rignt.

Q Was it hanging straight out or dowm beside the

bed?

A As I recall it was stralght out,

Q Vhen you touched the wrist was that for the purposc

of feéling her pulsec?

A Right.

Q In order Lo ascertain “whether or not she was dead?

A Right.

Q And did you determine that there was no pulse?

A I just touched 1%, ahd thouzght it was a waste of tinme,

The full realization of what I had seen, at the same time
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I touched the wrist, and I felt it was a waste of time.

Q .Eetween the time you declded %o take the pulse and the
time you decided that 1t wasz a waste of time, did you
observe something else that persuaded you that she had
died?

A ‘No,

Q When you came back down the stairs did you know in
your own mind or havo some belief in your own nind as to

Vi

vhether or net lMarilyn Shappard was dead?

A VES.

Q You believed that she was?

A Yes,

Q When you and fr, Houk entercd the house, and scaw Sanm

Sheppard, can you desceribe his condition, his apparent
condition, that is, was he normal, alert, awake?

A ¥e was mcaning. He looked perfectly all right to me,

but he had his hoads kehind his neck =-

Q Iilke this? {indicating)
.A Yes, complaining of a pain in the neck. He sald he

thought his neck was broken,

Q Was this, irc. Houk, before you went upstairs the
firvst time?
MR. SPELLACY: Ehjection, Mzy she

finish answering the question, please?

ﬂ"m -“"T‘"’ P

OURT: Haove you finished your
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Cx answer, Mrs, Houk? Was your answer completed? Had

you finished your answer?

EE WITNESS: I guess so,.
THE COURT: A1l right., Please put

a question, councelor,
Q I am talking now, Mrs, Houk, about the moment of your
Initial entry into the Sheppard house when you heard the
moaning in the den and looked in and saw Doctor Sam at the
time pefore you went to the second floor; at that time did

Doctor Sam have his hands behingd his neek like this?

A Yes,

Q Did he say anything about the pain in his neck at
that time?

A No.

Q it was some time later that you heard him talk about
ﬁain?

A Yes.

Q On that occasion before you went upstalrs did you

hear him say anything other than, "I don't know what
happened; somecbody ought te do soﬁathing for Marilyn"?

A When my husband asked him what happened he sald,
"Y don'!t ¥now. I was aslecp on the couch, and I heard
Marilyn cry out, and dashed upstairs,”'and to the best of
m& recollection that!s whers he interrupted himself to

mention Marilyn.
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Q So during this initial encounter there was no talk
about pain or injury on his part?

A Noe

Q Can you tell us whether or not Sam, when you first

saw him, looked dazed or abnormal in any way from what you

could sece?
A He was upset.
Q You concluded he was upset from something you saw

about him, is that true?

A From somcthing that had happened, I didn't observe
anything ==
Q Would you say he was upset because of the manner in

vhich he spoke?

A Yes.,

Q His tone of volice?

A Yes,

Q The manner in which he was positioned in the

chair?

A No, that, well, he was slumped down in the chair.

Q Did you observe any brulses about him?

A Noe

Q Now, prior to the time you went upstairs to look in

Marilyn's bedroon, was there any talk between you and Mr,
Houk about calling the police?

A Nos
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Q | Is it fair to say that the first tine a suggestion
was made that the police should be called was after you had
been up to the bedroom and determined that Marilyn was dead?
A Yes. We didn't know what had bkappened. It was so
quickly. It was all in a noment or two. That was the first
we got an idea what happened.

Q Before you went through the house to sce Marilyn and

up to the second flcor, did you ask Doctor Sam whether or

not any intruders or other perscns were still in the house?

A There was no reason to.

Q What was that?"

A There was no reascn to ask him,

Q Were you satisfied before you went up the stairs that

you weren't geing to encounter anybody that might be

dangercus?
MR, SPELLACY: Objection.
A Yes. |
THE COURT: Her ﬁﬁswer ﬁgylétﬁnd.

Objection overruled.

Q . Why were you satisfied that there was nd cne else in
the houseé

MR. SPELLACY: ObJjection.

THE CCURT: She may ansuer.

Overrulec.
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‘A Sam was frece to csll us. There cowldn't very well

have been anybody arcund,

Is that why you were satisfied?

Yes.

-

Because he had been able to make a phone cail?

Yes.

o » O > o

Now, you say Patrolman Tred Drenkhan arrived
reasonably shortly thereafter?

Xes.

You had some talk.with him, I take it?

No,

You had nothing to say with {r. Drenkhan?
No.

Did you observe him to go up the stairs?

Yes.

D e o P O = O P

Did you remain cn the Sheppard premlses for some time

after the police arrived?

" A Yes,
Q How long a time?
A I remember whén Doctor Gerber got there I was still
there.
Q Do you remember what time that was?
A I think he arrived --
Q I am sorry, Mrs, Houk, with the wind, we can't hear

you,
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A I think he arrived, oh, between T7:30 and 8:00, I

didnt't really recall, exactly.

Q How long thereafter did you remain arcund?
A Oh, an hour, I believe.
Q Were you aware that at some polnt your husband had

returned to your home?

A Yes.

Q And prior to the time he went back to your home,
Gid you have some conversation with hin?

A Yes,

D."

And how long was he gone?

¥ Possibly ten nminutes,

Q You saw him leave, snd I take it you saw him return?
A Yes,

Q

Where did you gpend most of the time that you vere
there after the police arrived, what portion of the house
or grounds?

A Inside. I went oubside, just walked around sort of

stunned trying to figure what might have happened.

Q You saw Doctor Sam leave with his brother Steve in an
autamobile?.

A Right.

Q And did you sec someone else in the automoblle with

the two of them?

A Yes.
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% Waslthat another doctor, il you know?

A I dldn't know. There was scnsbody else., I saw Steve!ls
wife,

Q Betty Sheppard?

A Yes, and gomeboedy else in back, butv I didn't know

who it was. _

Q Did you see Doctor Som actually get into the car or
was he in it when you Lirst nctliced?

A He was in it when I first saw hin.

Q .Had you seen hin leaving the houce and heading for

the car prior to thait?

A No.

Q Do you remcwber what time it was that he left?

A No. It must have been around 6:30.

Q Would that be abeut thirty minutes after you had first
arrived?

A Yes,

Q How many police officers were present prior ‘o the

time that Sam Sheppard was removed from the house?

A Three is 21l I can recall,
Q _.And those vwere «=-
A Ired Drenkhan, Jay Hubach, and I believe John Eaton

was there, too.
THE COURI: I am sorry; the last

name?
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TIE WITNESS: - Jdohn, Police Chief John
Eaton.
THE COURT: Thank you.
Q Jay Hubach is an officer of the Bay Village Police

Department, or he was at that time?

A . He was, yes.

Q Before Mr, Drenkhan arrived did fou make any detailed
observations of the first floor of the housge?

A No.

Q In other words, after you came dovm from Marilynt's

bedroom, there was the moment when you offered Doctor Sam

a drink ¢f vhiskey of some kind?

A Yese.

Q Which he refused?

A Right.

Q &nd then where did you go, if anywhere, befors

Patrolman Drenlthan came on the scenc?

A I went back upstairs o see Chip.
Q This was bcefore Dreakhan arrived, is that right?
A {Witness ncds.)
Q Did you go anywhere else, Mrs. Houk?
A There wasn't tine,
MR, SPELLACY: Pardon e,
A There wasn't time, I don't believe.
Q Then your answer is you did not go anywhere except
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Q When was it that you noticed the couch and Jjacket?
A I noticed 1t when I first went upstairs, and then

very shortly afterwards when I had time to walk through

the living room more slowly.

(n

Q When was it that you.walked through the living room

more slowly, that

1%

5 what I would like to know?
A After the police and firemen and Richard arrived,
I don't thinlz I had an opportunity before everything seemed

generally wader countrol,

Q 'In other words, a mumber of people had arrived before
you ever made your cbservations in the living room?

& No.

Q Well, you say things were under control, how many

people arrived bvefore things were under control, in your

Judgaent?
A The police, the firemsn, Rlchard,
2 M
Q Now, on either occasion that you went up the steps,

or down the stens, bebween the first and second floors,

did you observe anything unusual ohout the steps?

A Yes, therec was a glisten of water on the steps.

Q What was the surface o: thege stairs, the treads?
A I believe they were linolew.

Q I am sorryv, Irs. Howk?
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A I belleve they were linolews.
Q Linoleun?
A Yes,
Q You saw the glisten of water on the steps?
A Yes.
Q Did these look to you like wet footprints?
a I couldn't establish footprints in that light.
Q Was there some cn each of the steps, did yoﬁ notice?
A No, I didn't notice that.
1R, SPELLACY: Pardon me,
A I didntt notice that, vwhether -- there was water on

the stairs but I don't know whether it was on every step.
I know there was water on the stairs.

Q Did you notice the glistening surface on more than
one tread?'.

A Yes.

Q Now, was there some other place that you notlced the

presence of water in or about the house?

A Yes.

Q Where was that? '

A There was a nuddle on the porch leading to the
lake.

Q Was i% cloze %o the door which glves access from

the living room to the porch?

A No, it wz2s closer to the step which leads to the yard., |
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Q The steps that go down off the porch?
A Thexre is one step, L believe.
Q Well, was the water, the puddle of water that you

described, lccated at some point between the steps that
lecad away from the porch, and the docer that leads from the

porch to the living room, somewhere along that line?

A Yes,
Q How large a puwddle was 1t, do you recall?
A Ohy I can't recall now, It must have been elgnteen

inches or two feet in diameter, I guess, It was large
enough to be clearly noticeable.

Q And your best recollection is about 18 to 20 inches
in diameter?

A Yes,

Q | Did you nobice anything else about the porch or the
yard that was uvausual?

TR :

Q Did you go down to the head of tha'steps that lead to

the beach at any time?

A I don't recall going down to the beach at zall,
Q@  You say you did not go down to the beach at all?
THE COURT: She said she doesn't

recall gding dowm To the beach, counselor.
Q Did you observe at any time the chair in which San
h

ad becn seated uwhen you first arrived, that 1s, at a tine
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when he wasn'!t in it, did you later observe it after he had

gotten up?
A I saw 1t, yes,
Q Do you recall whether or not it was wet or damp in any

of its portions?

A I dian't notice any water on it.

Q You didn't notice?

A It appeared dry.

Q What was the surface covering of this particular
chair?

A I dont't know whether 1t was leather: or vinyl.

Q Something cther than cloth?

A !bs.'

Q Now, I take it at some time during the day yoﬁ gave
a statement to some police officers, one or more?

A Yes,

Q Was it a written statement of some kind?

A Yes.

Q Was Doctor Sheppard your family doctor?

A He took care of my mother-in-law, and I had gone to

him on some occasiocns,

Q How about Mr, Houk?
A No.
Q Do you know whether or not Mr, Houlk had any family

doctor, as such?
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4 I think it was in Ccicber,
Q Your recollectlon is that it was Qchober?

I think so. Scptcmber or October

Q Was that hosplital a hospital that was lecated on the

| cast side of Cleveland?

A Right,
Q Had he ever bcen there bvefore, do you lmow?
A No.

Q. How long was he in the hospital on this occasion, if
you can reeall?

A Two or three weeks, I think.

Do you recall the cause of his hospitalization?

Yes. . |

What was it%

» O = O

Severe strain from the intense pressure, and he was
crushed to think his very closest friend would intimate

that he had anything %o do with that.

Q Your understanding then is as a result of his reaction

to the accusabicn ae was hospitalized for fwo or three

weeks?
A Not Just the accusation, no.
Q D*d you uvnderstand it to be caused by a nervous

cendition of scme kind?

MR. SPELLACY: Objection,
iz Far m s e tay 5 S

e g o
Sls ....-.’..x.:lc.d.

..-.--r WULIVL
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MR. BAILEY:

Viithdraw the question.

That 1s all, Excuse me Just a2 minute, your Honor.

By lr, Bailey:

Q If 1t please the Court, I have reference to the
tricl transeript, page S26, or 2427, depending on which
numbers you are going by.

Voe, RNeue, I thinke ¥ gsleed you caplisr whether ep net
you had ever prior te the morning -of the murder beén in
Marilyn's bedroom on the second f£liocor, and you sald you
aidn't think you had.

I wonder if you would read this over and see if that

helps you to ramcmboer.

1R, SPELLACY: May we see what you

are handing the witness?

L)

ZAILEY : Yes, &g soon as sh

reads it I wlll hand it to you.

A Yes, I remember now,
Q Just a minute., I want to afford Mr., Corrigan a chance

to look at it.
Now that your momory has been refreshed, would you

tell iz whether or not you had in fact been up there before?

a At the time of the fire., I had forgotten that.
MR SPELLACY: Pardon me?
TIE COURT: I did not hear the
response.
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W

A I am sorry. At the time of the fire we did go throuzh

to see the exteat of the damage. I had forgotten that.
Q So your answer ig that you were up there on a prior
occasion.

Neu, I also aszked you, iMrs. Houk, whether or not you
observed any injury to Doctor Sam Sheppard when you first
sav him on the morning of July 4th, and I belileve you said
you didn't notice any?

A ‘No. f

ney

MR, BAILEY: Moy it please the
Court, I have reference to pagze 839, or 2440 cf
the orizinal transeript.
Q Mrg. Houk, I ask you if you would read that and sce
if that wvefreshes your nencry?

DT COTM .

TIIE COURT: Before responding to
the questicn, Mrz. Houk, your counselor has an
opportunity to review the transcript.

" Have you lcoked at 1%?

Yés.'

Does it refresh you?

> O b O

No, I still cdon't recall the bump over his eye, but

-

if I said it then I must have noticed a bump over his eye.
Q Well, on that cccasion when you testified at the
earlier trial, you said that as you entered the house and

saw Sam, he raiccd his bedy and turned towards you when you
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noticed the bump over his eye?

A
Q
A
Q

I must have,
But you now have nc memory of 1it?
No, I don't recall any marks,

One other thing. lMrs. Houk, in any of your trips

up and down the stairs between the first and second floors

of the Sheppard homey, did you notice a bloody fingerprint

on the banister or rail?

A

Q
A
Q
A

> £H > H

No,

At any time?
No.
Did you observe the banilster or study it in any way?
No.
MR, SPELLACY: Pardon me; you have
to speak up.
No. I am sorry.
So I take it if one was there, you didn't see 1t?
Right. |
Is that correct?
Correct,
MR, BAILEY: Thank you, Mrs., Houk,

HE COURT: Anything further?
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF ESTHER HCUK
By Mr. Spellacy:

Q Mrs, Houlk; it has been indicated that you had tectilied
before in this sames matter, is that correct, or, this same
matter that is before the Court now? |
A Right.

Q Do you lmoy if Mr, Hovk testified before In this =
matter before this Court?
A Righte

Q Pardon ne?

MR. BAILEV: I objeet.e I think

THE COUNT: " I% may stand.
MR, SPELLACY: Nothing further.
THE COURT: | inything further,
counselor?

neETY CATT IV
Dilie Lakismil

Not from the defense,
your Honor,.

THE COURT: M

5. Houk, you are

excused,
Gentlenmen, we have reached the luncheon

recessipoint. Iadles and gentlemen of the Jury,

while you are gway cn your luncheon, you will

Year in nind the instructions given you on each




occasion when you lesave the rcomy; and that is
. you shall not discuss this case or what you have
heard of it, amongst youraelves.

¥You shall not permit anyone else to
discuss it wilh you, nor permit yourselves to
overhear: anything that relates to this cause
by any means or medla of communication.

We will stand recessed for lunch until

1:30,

(Thereupon an adjournment was taken to 1:30 p.hl.,
Thursday, November 3, 1956, at which time the

followinz proceadings were had:)




