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CROSS EXl'J .UNATION OF ESTHER HOUK 
) . 

' 
By Mr • . Bailey: 

l 
f 

i 
' 

THE COURT: Please proceed, 

counselor. 

Q Mrs. Houk, 't<Jhen did you :first meet Doctor and Mrs. 

Sam Sheppard? 

A I first saw Sam at the hospital. I don't recall when 

we :f'irs t met. 

Q Do you remember the year? 

A I believe it was 1952. 

Q Is that when they moved in, if you knew? 

A I believe it waso 

Q Were you living in the neighborhood before the 

Sheppards? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you f:;:-cm tin~e to time in the course of your 

acquaintanceship visit with them socially? 

A Yes • 

Did you have meals together sometimes? 

A Yes. 

Q Cocktails, and so forth? 

· A Yes. 

Q Was it your custom uhen visiting the Sheppards. to ~<Jalk 

back and· f crth between the houses? 

A Yes • 

.. 



~ F1•cm time tc time? 

A On occasion. 

Q Had you en sc~e ccca3 ions walked the baGk way behind 

the houses, that is tc say , betioJ een the beach and the houses 

across the Bracino' s and the Schuele's? 

A Not the back 'l.!1ay. 

Q You had never done that? 

A .~ong the l ake, but nbt through the yards . 

Q When ycu say alcng the lake, do you mean along the 

beach? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it possible t o t•ialk frcra the beach directly 

behind your home to the Sheppa1~a beach and stay on the 

sand? 

A Yes. 

Q This is dc1m r i ght at the 't'Jater level, I take it? . 

A . Right. 

Q. Were you familiar with t he Sheppard steps and 

beachhouse dcM'm by the l ake in 1954? 

A Yes. 

Q De you reca ll a platform in front of the beachhouse? 

A Yes. 

Q And a set of' stairs that went off to the ea.st from the 

platform to the sand? 

A Yes. 
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Q Were those t he only stairs in existence at that time 

that ycu can remember , leading from the platform to .the 

sand? 

A Yes. 

Q, New, you knev1 the :floor plan cf the Sheppard house 

rather. well? 

A The first floor. 

Q · F.ad you ever been on the second floor before the 

morning cf July 4th? 

A Not that I r ecall. 

Q, You had never been there? 

A No . 

Q, 
~ that the morning that you ·: '!.·Jent in to 0 ever response 

the call cf Doctor Shr::.m Sheppard was the first time that 

you had gone up to the second floor, is that right? 

A Right. 

Q I take it you had no familiarity with the layout cf 

the rooms on the second floor? 

A No. 

Q That is to say, you didn't knew which rooms were used 

for bedrooms? 

·A No, well, t here were bedrooms on the second floor. 

Q But you had .ever seen them? 

HR . SP:SLLl'.CY: Keep your voice up; 

we can't hear ycu. ., ·. ·· 

-- - - -----·--·- ; ·-
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Q. We cicn't hear you, M:·s . Houk. 

A I didn't undexstand ycur question. 

Q I am sorry, I will repeat it. Ycu had never seen any 

· of the bedrooms up there? 

A Not that I ca.~ xecall. 

Q You knew t here were just three members in the frunily, 

Doctor and ~u-s. Shepp~xd and their ycung son? 

A Yes. 

Q But you didn't k .. vi.011 where any of them slept? 

A No. 

Q On the night of July 3rd, ycu testified that the 

television "t-:as on, \'; ith the movie "strange Holiday 11 ? 

A Right. 

Q, And the r adio fer a time, 1''litl1 the ball game? 

A Yes. 

Q And that at some point after nionight everyone 

retired but~;ycu? 

/-. Yes. 

Q And you \1Je1 .. e reading an article? 

A A stoi~y. 

Q A story; this 'i:1as in a magazine , I take it? 

A Right. 

Q Do you recall 1i1hether it was cold or warm that night? 

A · It was cool. 

Q Cool? 
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A And windy, yes . 

Q Of course, cutside t he hous e t·Jhen you were watching 

.the fireworks downt own, it was ·windy f'rcm the north or 

northeast, was it? 

A T'ne n.crt h, but I den ' t know if it was the northea st. 

Q Was it chilly enough so tha t you had tc \-Jear o. jacket 

of some kind? 

A Possibly. 

Q ··Do you have any :recollection? 

A 1-!o. 

Q How about t he i nteric? oi' the house that night, "t·;as 

it chilly or wa s it comfortable? 

A Cool. 

Q It 't~as eccl? 

A · Yes. 

Q lJ o you happen to remember 't'Jh2..t you we .. :e reading? -· 
A No. 

Q Did you have a fire going in the fireplace on the 

morning of July !~th _, if you can reca ll? 

A I believe we d i d . f 

Q Do you r e:nember l·Jhat you 't'Jere burning in there? 

A We used ce.nnel coa L 

Q I can't hear y ou? 

A I am sorry. Ve a l ways used ca nnel coe.l. 

Q Pardon me? 
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·A Cannel coal . 

Q I don't U..'1.derste.nd you. 

4 We used coal . 

,: :Q_ :. : " · You . burned coal i..'1 the fireplace? . 

A· :Yes. 

Q. . What kind of coal? 

A.· Cannel coal. 

Q . Cannel .coal? 

A Yes. 
: 

Q I am not familiar i'Jith the term; can you tell me what 

is .j.s? · 

A · well, it is a pa:cticular type of coal that people use 

·in fireplaces, -because it ignites easily, and it burns 

Q C-o ahead • 

A it burns brightly 1·1ith fl~as , and it is, well, 

really more attracti•.rc than warming . 

Q This is not .lil\.e chrtrcoal,, then, . I talce it? 

A No. 

Q Does it come in logs or brickats or i'Jha.t tom? 

A ' It comes i..l1 chunks. You can buy it by the· baslcet or 

I believe you can buy it wrapped . 

Q. Do you have some grate in the fireplace that would hole 

this carinel coal? 

A Yes. 
;. 

Q And can you recall ·that is what you were · burning th!lt 
,., .Ii al-i i-? 

.. 
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).. It probs.bly 11:ac . 

Q .; I believe you testified that you retired at about 2:30, 

at least to the extent of going to the secono flocr? 

A Yes. 

Q Your bedroom is clcsest to t .e lake, is that right? 

A ·· Yes. 

Q Mr . Houk had retired earlier? 

A Yes. 

Q :And l'las he using tLe same berlrccm as ycu on this 

occasion? 

A No . 

Q Did you happen to lock in on him bef'ore you we:nt tc 

bed? 

A No. 

Q You took scme time in prepa.ril-ig fo~· bed and finally go 

into bed about 3:00 a.~.~ is that correct? 

A Possibly. 

Q Did anythin.g a:tm.l\.en you during the course cf the night 

prior to the call frcm Deeter SD..m Sheppard? 

A iro. 

Q Where \'JD.s the telepho~1e located that rang when Doctor 

Sheppard called? 

A Right next to f:!Y husband 's bed, en the night stand. 

Q Hc\'l far dintant from your room is the room cf your 

husband? 

_, 
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,, A Right adjcining. 

Q Well, ao they beth lead off the same hallway er is 

there actually a deer connecting them? 

A '.No, they lead o:ff' the came hallway . The doors were 

practically right next to e~ch ether. 

Q So that in order to go fxcm your bedroom tc his, cne 

would have to go cut your door nnd in his? 

A Yes. 

Q " When ycu t1e~1t to bed that nig..11t, did you notice 

whether his door uas opc..'11. or closeo? 

A 1Jobody closed doors . It ·was probably open. 

Q I take it fr cm that that yours 'Wa.S net closed either? 

A No, I don't belie·ve so . 

Q, Does the ringing of the phone ordir.arily awaken you, 

even though it is in his room? 

A Yes. 

Q And on this occasion you heard the phone ring, do you 

have a recollection cf the ringL11g itself? .. 

. A Yes. 

Q Is that what a.lmkened you? 

A Yes. 

Q Prior to the time that the phone actually rang> you 

·we:re asleep? 

A Right. 

· Q When the phcne rang C!id you hea~ someone pick it up? 
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A I 1>Jouldn 1 t he.:=.z- hi.ID pick it up. 

Q You heard the ringing stop,, I tal~e it? 

A Yes. 

Q From the m~nner in ':·ihich it stopped did you gather 

that it had been lifted from the receivei"? 

A It wa.s o.nsweroa, yes, 

Q And you heard you~ husband's voice? 

A Right. 

Q Of cours e, I take it you couldn't hear the other half 

of ~he conversaticn? 

A No. 

Q I believe you said that your husband made an 

exclam3.tion; i·:ould you tell us t·1h::i. t that \'1as? 

A As near as I can recall, he just said, "What?n or some 

thing like t hat. 

Q When you hea.1·d the excla!:l!l.tion or ·whatever it t<Jas, 

what did you do? 

A I jumped cut c f bed to see '1.'Jha t lt1as wrong • .. 

Q. How were you attired at that time when the phone rang? 

A In night clothes. 

Q Did you go into his room, or did he come into ycurs? 

A I asked h im what was t:1rcng . I imagine we met in the 

hall. 

Q Do you :recall t'1here you we1'e when you asked him ano 

where he iims? 
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A' It. was prob::zbly at his door. 

Q I understand, probably, but do you have any recol-

lection of the actual confrontation at the time that you 

asked him, 11What is wrong? 11 

A No • . 

Q Did he tell you what was wrong? 

A .He merely r epeated what Sam had said . 

Q Would you t ell us what it was that he said, claiming 

that Sa~ had juat said? 

A As near as I can recnll ,, Sam said, "My God, come quick, 

somebody tried to murder !11arilyn. 11 

Q "Somebody tried to mui"de r Marilyn "? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that what Nr~ Hou..W; said to you? 

A Yes. 

Q 11Somebo<iy tried to murder Marilyn"? 

A He quiclcly repeated what he heard over the phone. 

Q or course, you don't know what he heard over the 

phone, do you? 

A No, but it happened s o --

Q You didn 1 t hear Sam talk over the phone? 

HR . SPELLACY: Objection. Let her 

answer the qu~stion . 

THE COURm : Sustained . Please put 

a question, cou..~selor. 

• 
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MR • B.l\ILJ"1Y: Yes. 

Q. But ?l.ir. Houl\. told you what he . said that Sam had said 

over the phcne, is that right? 

A I asked him i.<Jhat t'JaS 1n~ong and he repeated . 

Q Excuse me, Mrs . Houk . Mr . Houk told you that Sam had 

said something, e.nd then he told you \oJhat Sam had said? 
. .. 

A Yes. 

Q. And he said th.::i.t he -was repeating Sam, is that 

correct? 

A No, he didn't say that . He just made the statement. 

Q But he told you, "This i s \·1hat Sam said, 11 in substance' 

A Yes . 

Q And you u.'1dcrstood it to be a repetition of l1hat Sam 

Sheppard had told your hus band a moment or so before? 

A ·Yes. 

Q And he said that Sai11 had told him, 11 Get over here 

quick, scr:iebody tried to murder Marilyn 11? 

A Yes. 

Q· Now, did you have any discussion \-iith him at the tLTU e 

about the nature of this phone call, just yes or no? 

A no. 

Q. · You didn't discuss it a t all? 

A No. 

Q Did he t all<:. \'litl1 you about what should be done? 
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·'A No. 

Q He did not? 

A No. 

Q Did he tell you \'1hat he was going to do? 

A No. 

Q. Did you advise hi.'11 \·Jha'c you thought ought to be 

done? 

A No. · 

Q ,. No discussion at; rill? 

A No, he just star-Ced to get dressed and I did, 'coo. 

MR. S~ELLACY: Pardon me? 

Q He started t 'o get dressed? 

A He started to set dressed and I did, too. 

Q Mrs. Hcu.tc, as a result of' the information which you 

received from your husband, Spencer Haul{, did you ~elieve 

at that time that sor:ieone had tried to murder Marilyn? 

A I only thov.ght something horrible had happened, and 

Sam called for help. 

Q . In other words,, you didn't think for a minute that 

it was a hoax, or an~-thing, did you? 

A No. 

Q 'l'hen I t a!rn it you were apprehensive about some danger 

1n conn~ct1on \'11th a murder attempt at the Sheppard house? 

?-lR. SPELLACY : Objection. 
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Overruled. The . 

Q Well, did you consider whether or no~c whoever had 

tried to murder Marilyn m:!.ght still be at the Sheppard 

house? 

MR . CORRIGAN : 

THE COURT : 

Objection. 

Sustained. 

Q Were you apprehensive about ~oing over there? 

A 

Q 

No. 

You were not? 

A No. 

Q 'Did you and M1" . Hou.tc have any conversation relativ_e 

to taking a weapon '1:1ith you? 

A· No. 

Q Did you have any conversation relative to calling 

the police? 

A No. 

Q Was t here any reason why you did not choose to call 

the police at that time? 

A Sam called for help . He could call the police. 

Q But was there a reason you decided not to call the 

police? 

MR . SPELLACY: 

THE COURT : 

Objection. 

Sustained. 

Q You say t hat your husband got dressed and you got 
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dressed at the same tim~? 

A Yes. 

Q Which of you left the house first# if either left 

first? 

A He probably went out the door first. 

Q .Were you right behind him -- · 

A . , Yes. 

Q _;.. or were you. a fe\'/ ~oments behind him? 

A Quite close behind him. . . 
Q In other words, i·ms he ~. i'tithin your view all the 

time you were leaving the house and going toward the car? 

A Yes. 

Q He was? 

A Yea. 

Q Can you recall how he was dr•essed as he left the 

house that ·morning? 

A He ·probably threw on a pair or wash slacks and a 

T-shirt as I did. 

Q As you did? 

A Yes. 

Q .How were you dressed when you left the house? 

A I just had a pair of slacks and a jersey~ 

Q A jersey~ on? 

A Yes. 

Q When you went out to J~he automobile# · where w:as it 
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~ · situated? 

A Right in front of the door. 

Q As I understa~d it, you said something to him 

about,, "Shall we wall'.: or shall we drive?'' 

A · (Witness nods .) 

Q When the phone rang that morning,, was it still 

('da:c-k? 

A No. · 

Q. ; Would you say that it was full daylight or in between? 

A The . sun i-ra sn •t up but it was daylight. 

Q You .could see very easily .then without artificial 

lighting? 

A Yes~ very easily. 

Q Was it neccssary· to put on any lights 1n the 

rooms in order to get dressed? 

A No. 

·Q You got into the c~r and bacl<:ed out of' you:r driveway, 

is that right? 

A No. 

~ Y.o~ did not? 

A No. 

Q Was the car f ~cing out? 

A We hzid c. circular driveway. 

Q I aee. ;so t hat you pulled out of the dr:tveway and 

drove east to the Stcp,ard renidence? 
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A Yes. 

Q Is it fair to say that is about a hundred yards east 

of your home? · 

A -Yes. 

Q You pulled 1n Doctor Sheppard's driveway? 

A R;Lsht, 

Q As you pulled in the dr1veway:i did you survey the 

premisesi visually? 

A .No. 

Q Did you look around the front <;>f . the house to e~e , .. . : 

ii' anybody was there'? '· . 

A No. 

Q Did Vir . Ho~\k say anything to you relative to his 

co11versaticn ·with Sam Sheppard about who was at the 

Sheppard house besides Sam? 

A No• 

Q ·or how many? 

A No. 

Q Did you ever heari Hr. Hoult ask Sam Sheppard one 

question . that mor·ning after he picked up that telephone 

about the details of the scene that was being described? 

A As soon as we '1alked in, the first thing he did \ raa 

ask Sam wl:'~ t happen~d . 

Q No, I am sorry; when he picked up the telephone in 

your own home:i on the morning of July 4th:i a little before 
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six -- was it? 

A Yes. · 

Q -- you h·eard an exclamation _;_ 

A Yes. 

Q -- did you hear Mr. Houk ask one single question of 

Sam Sheppard? 

A No. 

Q Over the telephone, he did not? 

A ' No. 

Q Now, before going into·the front door of the house 

did you do anything? 

A No. 

Q Did you have anything with you? 

A No. 

Q l·n1en you wall'\.ed in you say ycu walked in together? 

A Right. 

Q · In other words~ the door i1as opened, and you both 

stepped into the hall, is that right? 

A It was unlocked but not open. 

Q I say, the door ims opened by one of you? 

A Oh yes. I am sorry. 

Q And, then you stepped together into the hall? 

A Right. 

Q · · As you t·:ent in, as I understand it; you say you heard 

a moan? 
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~ A Yes. 

Q At the tirae you heard the moan did you have Sam 

Sheppard 1n view? 

A No. ' 

Q I take i'c; fi-om the moan alone you did.'l'l' t know who 

was moaning? 

A \·Iell 1 no. 

Q But you assumed, did you not, that it was Sam 

Sheppa1"d? 

A 1'lat\lrally. 

Q Now 1 had yov.l" h'..lsband said anything to you a bout 

Sam claiin:ing injury in his phone conversation earlier that 

morning? 

Q But when ~1ou he'1rd ·,che moan you assumed it . was Sam 

and tui"ned into the den? 

A Righ'c. ; 

Q And you saw him sitting in the chair? " 

. A Right • 

Q You o'bscrved wnat I believe you described as COl"Ci 

trousers? 

A Yes. 

Q With a stain on one knee? 

A On the l eg, yes. 

TEE COURT: Pardon me . I d1d not 
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1· get . that response. 

A On the leg. 

THE COURT: A stain on the leg? 

A Yes, or the trousers . 

Q · I wonder, Iv.i.rs. Houk., if' you coul.d indicate on my 

trousers the area or the stuin just so we can be clear on 

it; could you. do that.:i wus it Oi.1. this one? 

A I don 1 t rem~mbcr \'ihich trouser leg but 1t was about 

in tl}is area here .. {incl1ceting) 

Q All right. For the record you are indicating about 

two or three inche s above my kneecap, on the thigh? 

A Yes, I thin..1.{ so. 

Q Now, as Sm:i was sitting in h:ls chair was he slUi11p-=d 

do~m a little b~t? 

A Yes. 

Q Jl.nd were the trousars pulled up to some degree, 

do you recall? 

A He had his legs tucked under the chair. I didri't 

see his i'eet.. He wa~ s lurc:>cd. 

Q He had his less tucked under the cr~ir? 

A Right. 

Q Did .the chair have ~n cpen rront under the seat porti n, 

such as the one you are sitting in? 

A It was a desk chair. Yes. 

Q Could you sec his feet ? 
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Q Did you noticG whGther or not he had shoes? 

A I didn 1 t notice. 

Q Did .you at any subsequent time 1n the course of 
( 

that morning see whether or not he hod shoes? 

A' · · Yes;· when I saw him in the kitchen . 

36i 

Q ·could you tell whether ·or not these trousers that he 

was wearing t-1Cl"'e wet or dry, i'Ihen · you arrived? · 

A" .; · What I saw, ·it loo~~ed dry . 

Q It lool-ccd dry? 

. A Yes,, from the .k:l).ees -- the legs, which I ob served, 

looked dry. 

Q :t can''.; hear you, i1z's . Houk. 

A I am sorry. The legs of the tr'Ousers that I observed 

looked <i:"Y. 

Q Did you touch hi..Y!l when you fi::;ast saw Sam? 

A Not his trouzerse 

Q Ho11 close to Sau did you come ·\-vhen you · first saw · 

him in the . den'? 

A I . d1dn 1 t. I was probably net more than two f'eet 

from him \·when we f'il.,st carnc in. He was r ight close to 

the door. · 

.Q · The chair in which he was sitting was situated close 

to the door? 

A Yes. 

__ .. 
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. _Q Was he fa.cing you or facing right angles to you or 
' 

racing away from ~rou? ·,: 

A He was facing the doorway. 

Q Sitting in the chair about two feet away from the 

·door? 

A Right. 

Q Did you actually go into the den, or just pause 

momentarily and glance at him? 

A I stepped 1..'rf.. At the time rr.y husband asked him 
.·~ 

what happened, and he started to relate, and then he 

mentioned Maril~~ and I left almost immediately. 

Q, · Mrs. Hou.1<, when your husband asked Sa..rn ·what har#pened 

should do so!!lethin.g for !1!ar1lyn, 11 wasn 1t that in essence 

\'ftlat he said'? 

.A Yes. 

Q And on your first encoun.tei"" with Sam that morning 

in the den, wasn't that all that he said before you left 

and went somewhere else? 

A No. 

Q Immediately after you heard him say, 11 Somebody should 

do somethins for Marilyn" 

A Yes. 

Q -- didn't you go out through the kitchen? 

A Yes. 
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Q-7 ' Ir.'l!l'~ediately I believe you testified earlier? 

A Yes. 

Q You went through the kitchen and up the stairs? 

A Yes. 

Q How ctl.d you knovr where Marilyn was'? 

A I didn't. 

Q You didn 1 'c look around the :first f'loor,, di.d you? 

A No. 

Q ,You d1dn 1 t even k:.>'10-:.·1 l·tn ich bedroom she might be 

sleeping 1.~, d1d you? 

A ?-Io. 

Q A.~d Sam Sheppard didn 9 t say anything to indicate 

i'lhich flcor of' the house she was on? 

A No • 

. Q But as soon es he said,, ·!~Soxn2body should do som~thing 

for Marily-.n,, 11 you went directly through the kitchen up the 

stairs to her bedl~oom., true? · 

A Yes. · 

Q Was t here a reason that you el ected to go to the 

bedroom instead of to look to some other portion of the 

house? 

A It was the log~cal thing to do, to go upstairs . 

Q Why? 

A Well,, I could see into the living room, as I came in 

the hall, ·· and she certainly ·· wasn 't within viei·: on the fi!'st 
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floor. As I started up the stairs, or,, ·as I got to the 
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landing, I could glcnce into the other portion o~ t he livi..~g 

room. T'ne couch was right next to the landing there. I 

could see the livi..vig roe~ from the hall, and I could see 

the rest of the living room from the l anding on the stsirwny. 

So right there, she ltasn 1t either place, she had to be 

upstairs. 

Q You' now say thet you went U:!)stairs because you failed 

to find her on the f ir·st floor after looldng for her? 

MR. SPELU~CY: Objection. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

Q You we.re tT.tanding in the door of the den? 

A Yes. 

Q Sam Sheppard said., 11 So:nebody should do something for 

Marilyn"? 

A ' P..ight • . 

Q You· ':~1~ent irr.rr.ediately throue;h the ld.tchen? 

A Right. 

Q· Did you pausz to ~lance 1-1~to the living room? 

A. Yes, on the stairway. 

Q But f~om the door of' the den you can see partially 

into the L-shaped 1-ving room, can you not? 

A Righ'c. 

Q But you can't see the entire living ~com? 

A No. 
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Q' Without stepping into it, true? Is that true? 

A I could see part of it. From the landing on the 

stainJay, I could see the :i.·est of it. 

Q So that as I understand it, you heard the remark, 

glanced into the living r oom, and could see part of it? 

A Yes. 

Q Then ycu went through the kitchen? 

A Right. 

Q r- P.nd up the stairs? 

A Yes. 

Q And on your way up the stairs you could see another 

part of the living r oom? 

A From the lending -i·ihe-e t he living room stai:rs and 

kitchen stairs meet. 

Q You could sea another part of the living room, true? 

Aq The i·es-C of t he living room, yes. 

Q Ifow, do you say :from ·the two pos itions that you tell 

us you looked. into the 11 ving rocm ~·ou were affordecl. a 

viei·1 of the entire L-shaped livin3 room, and you achieved 

this view uithout e.t any time s t epping from the den dool· 

into the living room, true? 

A Probably, the den door is right at the edge of the 

living room. 

Q. When you lcoked into the living room 1-ias 1 t for the 

purpose of see i n,"' 1:hc:thel'" ci· not 1·1:1rilyn was there? 



I 
I . . 

366 

A If I was going to help Marilyn, I certainly would 

look --

Q Would y u please ans~er the question? 

MR. SPELL.ll.CY: I objact. 

Q When you looked 1n the living room, was it for t he 

purpose or dete!"mining whethe r or not Marilyn was some ·!here 

in the living r oOln? 

A Yea, it would have to be . 

Q It would have to be? 

A I wanted to do something for Marilyn. 

Q Yes. 

THE COURT : Please put a question. 

Q When you looked from the landing into another portion 

of that same room, waa it for the purpose of seeing whether 

or not Marilyn was down there somewhere? 

A Probably. 

Q Probably, all right. Now, you proceeded up the 
. 

stairs and first noticed) as I understand it, an arm, and 

as you ascended the stairs you could see the arm even 

though yo:u hadn't reached the upper landing, isn•t that 

true? 

A I don't know what point in climbing the stairs I saw 

that, but I ·did see, it was easily visible at the top of 

the stairs • . 

Q An.d ~hat is t he first thing that you saw, before you 

• J • f. :M 
•1 •• ·~ . • • 11 ... f 

\ 
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entered the roe~ you couid see that? 

A Yes. 

Q After you saw tl-iat you walked through the bedroom 

door in which she \·!as found and 111to the l"'oom? 

A Yes. 

Q .And you ob3erved her lying on her back? 

A Right .. 

Q ~ll..nd I tal{e it t~fore was a good deal of' blood about 

her race and sho"U.J.U.ers? 

A Right. 

Q And would it be a ccu..rate to say thet i'c covered most · 

of her fee:ture s·? 

A Right. 

Q. You said that i·t ~rns dry? 

A Yes. 

Q T1ne blood ·wo.s dr·;1 at; that time; is that; l·1hat you 

said? 

A It wasn 1 t glistening we'.;. 

·Q Excuse me? . . 

A It wasn't gl..:.stening wet. 

Q. I can 1 t hc'1r you., Mr>s Q Houle . 

A I a'!l sorry. It m:isn it glistening · shiny wet. 

Q"'l" Well
1 

when you so.id it 'N'1S. d-r';h i s that because of a 

visual observatio~ you ~~de , or because you touched some 

portion? 
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A No, I didn't touch anything. 
J 

:. •.' 

. 
. ' 

Q Then it appznr.zd to be dry, :Ls that right? 

A Yes. 
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Q Now, I t;al-ce it when you f.'irst observed all of. Maril~ 

Sheppard, having stepped in the bedroom, that the scene 

was something you had never seen before., is that a fair 

A .!£es,, right .. 

Q I take it tmt you were shocl<ed or nurabed to some 
.. 

degree? 

A Right. 

Q :You say you raachcd out and touched the wrist of 

the arm that i-;as l1an~ing from the 'bed? 

A Right. 

Q l'1as ·it hangins str .... ight out or dm-m beside the 

bed? 

A As I recall it was straight out. 

Q When you touched the wrist was that for the purpose 

of feeling her pulse? 

A Right. 

Q In order to ascertnin :.whethe1" 01 .. not she was dead? 

P. Right;. 

Q And did you de'c;crmine that there was no pulse? 

A I Just touched it, and thought it was a waste of' ::mei 
The t'ull reolizetion of what I hed seen, at the same t=-+--
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I touched 'c;he i.·Ir1st, and I fe1·;; it vms a waste of' time. 

Q Between t.1c time you dccidod 'Go take the pulse and the 

tiJ'le you decided t hil 'G it i-1as a waste of' time, did you 

observe something elzc tr.at persuaded you that she had 

died? 
· ... 

No. A 

Q." 'When you c <;:l::.e back do\m the; stairs did you know in 

yo'W:' o"Vm tund or · huvu 0Cl:1.:: belie!' 1n yo'Ul" ov-.n m1l1d o s to 

t<h eJcher or not r.:orilyn .. Sl1.:;>pard ' as dead? 

A Yes. 

Q You b~licvGd that she was? 

A Yes. 

Q When ycu r:nd rlr . Houk ente1"'Gd the house,, and :::ciw Sam 

Sheppard~ can you dGscribG his condition, his apparent 

condi'cion; that i n, i·m s he norm,..-:i.l , cilert, awake? 

A He was mo~nin3.. He looked perfectly oll right to me , 

but he had his hl).nds behind his neck ~- , I 

Q Like this? (:LnO.:!.ca·cing) 

A Yes,, co:r•;plainj.•1s of a pain _in the neck. He said he 

thought his 'neck \l!~S b1 ... 01-cen a 

Q Was this" 1-t:>c o Houk; before you went upstairs the 

first 1c1me? · 

f>'ffi .. SP..:.LLACY : abjection. May she 

finish answcrin3 thG qu..e st ion, please? 

T1IB COlJRT ! fulvc you finished your 

, I 
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r answer, Mrs . HcuJ{? Fas your ansi·:er completed? Had 

you finished yoUl ... answer? 

TEE WITNESS: I guess so. 

THE COURT : All right. Please put 

a question, councelor. 

Q I am talldng now, l'l'irs . Houk, about the momen·t of your 

initial entry into the Sheppard house when you heard the 

moaning 1n the den nnd lool<:ed in and sa\·t Doctor Sam at the 

time before you went to the second floor; at that time did 
.~ 

Doctor Sam have his hands behind hio neck 11ke this? 

A Yes. 

Q Did he say anything about the pain :1.n his necl<: at 

that time? 

A No . 

Q It was some tim~ later that you heard him tall<: abou'c 

pain? 

A · Yes. 

Q On that occesion before you went upstairs did you 

hear him say anythir:.3 other than, 11 I <lon •t lmow what 

happened; somebody ought to do some-thing for Marilyn"? 

A \'1hen my husband asked him what happened he said, 

"I don 1 t know. I \·;ras a sleep on the couch,, and I heard 

Marilyn cry out , and dashed upstairs," and to the best of 

my recollection that's where he interrupted himself' to 

mention Marilyn. 
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Q So during this initial encounter there was no talk 

about pain or injury on his part? 

A No . 

Q Can you tell us whethe r or not Sam., when you first 

saw him, looked dazed or abnormal in any way from what you 

could see? 

A He ~as upset. 

' . . 

Q You .concluded he was upset from something you saw 

about ·him, is that tru~? 

A From something that had happened . I didn ' t observe 

anything .;._ 

Q Would you say he was upset because of the manner in 

whicl:f he spoke? 

A Yea. 

Q His tone or voice? 

A Yes. 

Q The manner in which he was positioned in the 

chair? 

A No, that 11 well~ he was slumped down 1n the chair . 

Q Did you observe any bruises about him? 

A No . 

Q Now, prior to the ·c ime you went upstairs to look in 

Marilyn's bedroon~ was there any talk between you and ?llr. 

Houk about calling the police? 

No . I 
------r--------------1-- -

A 
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Q . Is it fai r to say that t he firs t time a suggestion 

't·Jas made that t he polic e should be c alled i-1as after you had 

been up to the bedroom and det er mined t hat Marilyn was dead? 

A Yes. We didn : t .lr ... '1ot·i i-ihat had happened. It wa s so 

quickly. It '~as a ll in a mol!lent or t t•10. That was the first 

' 
we got an idea what happened . 

Q, :Before you went through the house to eeG Marilyn and 

up to the second floor~ did you ask. Doctor Sam tr-Jhether or 

not any intruders or other persons t>iere still in the house? ,. 

A There was no reason to . 

Q What was that? · 

A . There was no reason to ask him . 

Q Were you satisfied before y ou '1:1e."lt up t h e stairs t hat 

you weren't going to encounter anybody t hat might be 

dangerous? 

MR . SPELLACY: Obj ection; ·~ 
. I 

A · Yes. 
:. · 

TEE COURT : Her answer may stand . 

Objection ovc~ruled . 

Q : Why were you satisfied that there was no one else in 

the house? 

M'R. SPELLACY: Ob j ection. 

T:LIB COURT: She may answer. 

overruled . 

\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
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"A Sara was free to c:?ll u.s . There couldn • t very well 

have .been anybody around~ 

Q Is that why you were satisfied? 

A Yes. .. 
Q Because he had been able to make a phone call? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, you z~y Patrol:rr.an Fred Dr:;:nkhan arrived 

reasonably shortly thereafter? · 

Q You had some .talk ~w1th him.9 I take it? 

A l~o. 

Q You had nothing to say with Mr. Drenkhan? 

A No. 

Q Did you o'bse:r'",ie hirn to go up '..;he stairs? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you rew~in on the Sheppard premises for some time 

after the police arrived? 

A Yes. 

Q How long a time? 

A I remember when Doctor Garber got there I \~as still 

there. 

Q Do you r emem"ber wr .. ot time that was? 

A I think he arrived - -

Q I am sorry, !i!'i.rs. Houl{, with the wind;. we can •t heor 

you. 

I 
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A I think he al"rivcd, oh, between 7:30 and 8:00. I 

Clidn't really recall:> exactly. 

Q How long thereafter did you r emsin around? 

A Oh~ an hour~ I believe . 

Q Were you m·mr-e 'i;hat at; some poi nt your husband had 

returned to your ho:1~e '? 

A Yes. 

Q And prior to the til'ne he · went back to your hor.:e , 

did you have sor::e co:nversaticn wit h him? 

A Yes. 

· Q" .And how long was he go41e ? 

.. A · Possibly ten ni.inutes ., 

Q You saw hi~n leave ,, and I take i t you saw him r e t urn? 

A Yes. 

Q Where did you spend :most of' the time tha t you we r·e 

there after t he police arr•ived,, ·what portion or the house 

or grou.'rlds? 

A Inside . I wer..t outside, j u s'c wal ked around sort or 

stunned trying to figu.re wha t might have happened. 

Q You saw Doctor Sam leave with his brother Steve in an 

automobile? 

A Right. 

Q And did you sec someone e l se in the automobile wit h 

the two or them? 

A Yes. 
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Q Was that ano'c.her doctor, i f you k.'1.ow? 
., 

A I didn 1 ·t lmow. There was s01r.ebody e l s e. I saw Steve 1 s 

wi:f'e . 

Q Betty Sheppard? 

A Yes, and :::o~cbody elf;e :i.11 bacl<:, but I didntt know 

who it was. 

Q Did you see Doctor Sam actually ge t int o the ca r or 

wa s he in 1·c when you first noticed? 

A' He was in it w:icn I first saw him. 

Q Had you seen hir.1 leaving t he house a nd heading f or 

the car prior t o tha t? 

A ·No. 

Q Do you re..'11(;~ibe1"' \'Ihat ti:lll~ it uas ~cha t he lef't? 

A . No. I t must have been around 6 :30 . 
' 

Q Would t haJi:; be about thir·ty minutes a ft e r you had 1:1rnt 

arrived? 

A Yes., 

Q How many police officers 1-;er·e pr'esent pr ior to t he 

time th.at Sam Sheppard i:ms rzrnoved f :::>om the house? 

A Three i s a l l I can recall. 

Q A."'ld t hose were 

A Fr~d Dr.::nk.'1an, Jay Hubach , and I ·believe John Eaton 

was there,, t oo . 

THE COU:.f\-1' : I am sorryj_ the last 

name? 

.. 
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THE WITNESS: John, Police Chief J'oh.'rl. 

Eaton. 

THE COU11'.i': Thank you. 

Q Jay Hubach is an officer or the Bay Vill~ge Police 

Department, or he w~s a·;; thc:t 'cime? , 

A He was,, yes. 

Q Before Mr. Dr~I'J<:hnn arrived did you make· any detailed 

observations of the first floor of the house? 

A . No . 

Q In other words , after you came dovm. from l-1:.lrilyn 1 s 

bedroom,, there w2s the momer::t when you offei .. ed Doctor Sam 

a dr:Lnk ~f w'.nisk.ey or some kind? 

A Yes. 

Q Which he ref"u.~ed? 

A Right. 

Q And then HhGr~ d:!.d ~,rou go» ii' anywhere., before 

Patrolman Drenkhan cai;:e o~ the scene? 

A I went back u~:Jstair s to see Chip .. 

· Q. This was bc.f'ore Dre~uchan arrived~ is that right? 

A (Witness nods .) 

Q. Did you go anyi·;here else,, Mrs . Houk? 

A There wasn 1 t t ir.~c . 

MR. SPELLACY: Pardon me. 

A There wasn~t time, I don~t believe. 

Q Then your ans~-rer is you C!id not go an~7l:l1er~ except 

' . 
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" bacl~ upstairs to see Chip, :i.s that; right? 

A Right. 

Q When \'1a3 it th:it you noticed the couch and jacket? 

A I noticed it when. I first went upstairs, and then 

very shortly .a:: ... te1.,v:ards when I had time to walk through 
'' ' 

the living room more s lowly. 

Q. \\.'hen was i .. ~ that you . walked thi~ough the living room 

more slowly, that is wl.a'c I would lil<::e to know? 

A . After the police a:1d firemen nnd Richard arrived, 

I don't thinl~ I had an opportunity before everything seemed 

generally U.'1.der co~:tl"'ol ~ 

Q · In, other words,, a nunber of people had a1 .. rived before 

you ever ~~de your observ~tions in th~ living room? 

A No. 

Q Well, you sD.y things were under control, how many 

people arr·1ved befor·e things 't'iere under control, in your 

A The police,, the firemen,, R:i.cha:;."Cl. . 

Q Nou, on either· occaf3ion 'chD.t you wen'~ up the steps11 

or do~m the step::;,, between the fir}::t and second floors, 

did you observe ~ny-~hin~ unusual ~bout the steps? 

A Yes, t here t·ms a glisten of ·water on the steps. 

Q \·Jhat was t he ~trr•face of these stairs, the treads ? 

A I believe they ~·;er-0 linoleurn . 



'A I believe they were l:Lnol etUllo 

Q Linoleu.'n? 

A Yes. 

Q You saw t hs glisten or wate r on the steps? 

A Yes • . 

A I couldn 1 'G eotnbl i sh f ootpr int s in that li3h'c. 

Q Was ther e so:;i:e on each of t he steps,, did you notice? 

A No, I didntt notice that .. • 
I'1~. SPEL'LP.C'Y: Pardon me. 

A I didn 1 -C notice ·~t.2t , whet he :c- there was \'rater on 

the stairs but I don 1 t kr.ow \'lhethe r it was on every step .. 

I know there \·ms \·;ater on the stairs .. 

Q Did you notice the glist eni ng surface on more t han 

one tread? :. 

A Yes. 

Q Not;r, wns 'Chere smm othcx- p l a ce that you not;iccd t he 

presence of water in or about · t he house? 

A Yes. 

Q Where was thut? 

A There was a puddle on t he por ch leading to:, t he 

lake. 

Q Was it cloz·::: to the door which gives access from 

the liv1nz room t o the por ch? 

A Uo, 1t t·r~G closer to t he step Nh1ch leads to che yard . 
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Q The steps t hat go d0i1rn off' tba porch? 

A T'ne~ is or.e step,, I believe . 

Q Hell, was the i:I:lter, the puddle of water that you 

described, located at some point betPean the steps that 

lead ai·my from tr.e por·ch, and the doc1., t1'.Jl t leads i'rom the 

porch to the livin[s room, somewhere along that line? 

A Yes. 

Q How lal"gG a puddle wa~ it, do you recall? 

A Oh,p ! can•t; recall ·nc1·1. It must have been eigh'.;een 

inches or tuo feet tn dirimcter,, I guess. It was large 

enough to be clearly noticeable . 

Q And you.r best recollection is about 18 to 20 inches 

in diameter? 
.· .. 

A' Yes. 

Q Did you notice '1nyth1ng else about the porch or the 

yard that was v.nusunl? 

A No. 

Q Did you go qOi·!:ti. to the head of' the steps that lead to 

the beach at any t1mc? 

A I don 1 t r ecall go1ns down to the beach a'c all. 

Q You say you did not~ go dm·m to the beach at all? 

THE C OU.?.T: Sh~· said she doe sn 1 t 

recall going dmm to the beach> counselor . 

Q Did you obr,erve at any ti.l!lc the chair in which Sam 

hed been seated i·Jh~m yov. firs t arrived, th£: t is, a 'c a ti.1:e 
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when he wasn 1t in it, did you later observe it after he had 

gotten up? 

A I saw it; yeso 

Q Do you recall \·rhether or not it was wet or damp in any 

of its portions? 

A I didn't notice any water on it . 

Q You didn't notice? 

A It appeared dry. 

Q · ~at was the surface covering of this particular 

chair? 

A I don•t know whether it was leather r. · or vinyl. 

Q Something other than cloth? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, I take it at some time during the day you gave 

a statement to some police officers, one or more? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it a written statement of some kind? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Doctor Sheppard your f amily doctor? 

A He took care of my mother-in-law, and I had gone to 

him on some occasions . 

Q How about Mr . Houk? 

A No . 

Q Do you know whether or not ?-Ir . Houl.c had any f amily 

doctor~ as such? 
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A · I think i t vras in O:;tooer . 

Q. Your recollectim1 in thr;t it \·ras October? 

A I thin!<: so. Soptc:·.:.ber or- October . 

Q Was that hospitnl n ho!:pital -Ch2t was located on the 

cast side of: Clevelo:i.d.? 

A Right·. 

Q Had he eve1"' bc;en there before, do ~rou knm'l? 

A No . 

Q; ... · How long v;as he i.'1 the hospital on this occasion,, ti' 

you can recall'? 

A Two or three \·reeks,, I think. 

Q Do you recoll the cause or his hospitalization?. 

A Yes .. 

Q. What was it'? 

A Severe st:1nlin fl' o!:l the intense p:r•essure, a.11.d he was 

crushed to thinl~ hi'·' very closc::rc friend would intilr'.'... te 

that he had anythins to do with that. 

Q Your underst~~di~g then i s as a result or his reaction 

to the accu:;:ntion ·.1e t·ms hospitalized for two or three 

t·reeks? 

.o.. Not just the accl:~s~·cion,, no. 

Q Did you u.:i~d-3r :;:;·:;and. i ·c to bo coused by a nervous 

condition or so~e kind? 

!~~. SPELL.:".. CY: Objection . 

Sust2.incd . 
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Hithdra\·1 the questiono 

That is all. E:~cuze me just a minute, your Honor o 

By Mr. Bailey: . 

Q If 1t pleas~ the Court, I h2vc reference to the 

trial Jcranscrirrt, paGc 826,, or 2.!.i,27, depending on which 

a . H ui!;., 

you · had ever prior to the r:.orn:i..ng ·of the murder been in 

Na1"ilyn 9 s bedroo::n on the second floor, and you said you 

" didn't think you had. 

I wonder ii' you i·:ould r.eG\d this over and · see if' that 

Hay we see what you 

are hand!!lS the wi·cness? 

Yes, as soon as she 

rec:ds it; I v1ill hnnd it to you . 

Q Just a r:J.nuteo I wa."lt to a:tford Mr . Corrigan a chance 

to loolc at ito 

Now t hat your memory has been refreshed, would you 

tell Us whether or not you had in fact b~cn up there before? 

A At the t~~e of the fireo I had forgotten that. 

£.ffi. S?ELI...ACY : Pardon me ? 

Til.E COURT : I did not hear the 
I 

response .. 
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A I am soi:-:y. At t he t ine of t he fire ·we did go through 

to see the exte~t of the ca..1"W.ge. I had forgotten that. 

Q, So your an s1.•er is tha t you 't·iere up there on a p:r:l.or 

occasion. 

Nol.·1, ·I also ~~ked you, r·ll's . Houk, 't~h.ether or not you 

. observed a;ny inju:::·y to Doctor S~:i Sheppard when you fir s t ..... ".. ... ~ . 
I • ' , • •'•' .... 

saw him on the r:wrning of July 4th, and I believe you said · 

you didn't notice any? 

A No . 

NR.. nt~ILEY : !-boy it please the 

Court, I have reference to page 839, or 2440 cf 

. the origin~l t~::l.nscr~pt. 

Mrs. Houk, I you if you i'Jould read that and s e e 

if that -r:-e:f'reshes ~,rour me::1o:ry? 

TEE COu"RT: Before responding to 

the quc; s t ion, tcE. Houk, you~ counselor has an 

oppo1 .. t unity t o ? evie1·1 the transcript~ 

Q, · Have you lcol~ed at it.? 

A Yes. 

Q. Does it :c:ef1·es h you? 

A No, I still don v t recall t he bump ove1· his eye, but 

\ 

\ 
if I said it the~ I must have noticed a bump over his eye . 

\. 
. 1, 

Q. Well, on t hat occasion when you testified at the 

earlier trial, you s~id t,Qt as you entered the house a nd 

s a't'1 Sam, he r u i s :d .Lis bc·j y and turned towards you '.·rh2n you 



noticed the bump over his eye? 

A I must have. 

Q But you now have no memory of it? 

A No, I don't recall any marks . 

Q One . other thing. Mrs o Houk,, in any of your trips 

up and down the stairs between the first and second floors 

of the Sheppard home~ did you notice a bloody fingerprint 

on the banister or rail? 

A No . 

Q, At any time? 

A No . 

Q, Did you observe the banister or study it in any way? 

A No . 

?ilR. SPELLACY: 

to speak up. 

A No . I a>n sorry. 

Pardon me; you have 

Q So I take it if one was therep you didn't see it? 

A Right. 

Q, Is that correct? 

A Correct. 

MR .. BAILEY: 

T'.clE COURT: 

- - -

Thank you,, Mrs . Houk. 

Anything further? 
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REDIRECT EX.z'\!.1INATION 01" ESTHER HOUK 

By Mr. Spellacy: 

Q. !l":.rs. Houle; it !:.as oecn indic~ted t hat you he.d t e s t ified 

bei'cre in this :::;ari13 m::itter, i s t h at cor rect, . or, this same 

ma·bter that is bcf'o1·e the Court now? 

A P..ight. 

m.at·ter before this Cour·t? 

A Right. 

Q Pardon me? 

A Right;. 

I object. I think 

it is irrelevcnto 

It rn::;.y st and. 

S?EI~L."..CY : 

TEB COUP.-?: Anyt hing further·, · 

couns elo1"? 

r.'lR o BAI LEY : Not from the defense, 

you:r Honoro 

THE COUE.T : N.rs . Houl-c, you a r e 

excused .. 

Gcntlemt;;;:~, ue have l"eached t he J.uncheon 

reces s •:point o Ladies ar.d gent l emen of the jury, 

while you arc ~:rnsy on your lu.i."1cheon,, you will 

bear in nind th8 :!.nntruct:l.0::1s e;ivcn you on esch 
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-: .. 

occasion when you l eave the rcom,, and that is 

you shell not discuss this case or what you have 

heard o~ it, amongst yourselves . 

Ycu sholl not perfilit anyone else to 

discuss :i..t ·with you~ nor per:;nit yourselves to 

overhear:: ;.mything that relates to this cause 

by any means or media of corn..~unication . 

He will s-C~nd i"'ecessed for lu.11ch until 

l. :30 • . 

(Thereupo~ an (;!djour·n1n~mt was tal\:en to 1 :30 p.m., 

Thursday,, Novcri-:bcr- 3, 1956,, at which time the 

follow1!13 :proce~dings 1·rere had: ) 


