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Thereupon, the State, further to maintain 

the issues on its par~ to be main~ained, called 

as a witness JEROME POELKING, who, being first 

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JEROME POELKING 

By Mr. Parrino: 

Q State your name? 

A Jerome Poelking. 

Q. Where do you live? 

A 1339 Brainard Road, Lyndhurst. 

Q. What i~ your occupation? 

A I am employed by the City of Cleveland in the Detective 

Bureau, Scientific Identification Unit. 

Q How long have you been a member of the Cleveland Police 

Department? 

A Oh, 12 years. 

Q How long have you been a member of the Bureau of Scientific 

Identification? 

A Seven years. 

Q. And do you have certain specific duties in that Bureau? 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. And of what do those duties consist? -
A I examine latent fingerprints that are obtained at different 
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crime scenes and compare them against ink impressions on 

file at our Bureau to try to make an identification. 

Q .0i.nd what training have you received for that particular 

work, Jerry? 

A I am a graduate of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Fingerprint School and 

0 When was tl:.at? 

A That was in 1 47, 1947. 

') Continue. 

A And I spent approximately two years -- three years under 

the older men in the Bureau in practical experience, seven 

years' practical experience, and then by contact and 

association with other identification units, and by reading 

books and magazines, articles on the subject. 

Q And have you made identifications of fingerprints and palm 

prints at scenes of burglaries at any time in yotrcareer, 

sir? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q. And a great number of times, I take it, in the l:ast several 

years? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q Now, what are the facilities that your Bureau has for 

performing work of that kind? 

A Well, we have magnifying glasses and different powders, 

and things of that nature, to bring out latent prints at 
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the scene of a crime, and then by bringing these latent 

prints into the office and comparin? them vhrough our 

magnifying glasses, it is possible to make an identification!. 
I 

Q. I see. Now, either on July 4th or a short time after 

July 4th, did you have some conversation with Detective 

Mike Grabowski? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q. And was that in relation to the investigat;ion of the death 

of Marilyn Sheppard? 

A Yes, it was. 

MR. P.~INO: Will you mark this, 

please? 

(State's Exhibit 55, i 
being a palm print, was i 
marked for identification.) 

Now, Officer Poelking, showing you what is marked for I 

identification as State's Exhibit 55, have you ever seen 

that before? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q. Tell us what that is? 

A This is a photograph of a latent palm print .• 

Q. And when did you see that forthe first time? 

THE COURT: Photograph of 

what? 

THE WITNESS: Of a latent palm 

print. 
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- Q. When did you see that for the first time? 

A That was on the ~th, July 5th. 

Q And where did you see it? 

A At Central Station. 

Q Now, in the course of the investigation what, if anything, 

did you do or have done relative to palm prints? 

A In this case? 

Q. Yes. 

A I went to Bay Village and I fingerprinted neighbors, friends! 

of the Sheppard family. 

Q. Name some of those people, please? 

A The Critchfields, the Paines, the Schueles, Larry Houk, 

the Bruscino boy and --

Q The Aherns? 

A I didn't take the Aherns• prints. That was done by 

another man. 

~. You had someone do that for you? 

A Yes. 

Q. Anyone else? 

A That I did myself? 

Q Yes. 

A Yes, there were a great number of them. 

Q Members of the Sheppard family? 

A I didn't print the members of the Sheppard family, except 

Chip. 



Q I see. But did you have prints of members of the 2heppard -
family brought to you? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q. And whose prints did those include, please? 

A Dr. Sam Sheppard, Dr. Richard Sheppard, Dr. Steve Sheppard 

and their wives. 

Q And did you have the prints of various members of the 

Police Department brought to you? 

A Yes, I did. 

,-;;_ And ultimately, were you able to match the print shown in 

State's Exhibit No. 55? 

A Yes, I waso - C) .L\.nd on what day did you do that, sir? 

A That was on August 17th. 

" <:!, And what did you do on August 17th? 

A On August 17th, I received permission to go out to 

Dr. Steve's home and take Chip's palm print. 

And did you do that? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q. Did you take Chip's palm print? 

A Yes, I did. 

0. And upon taking Chip's -- withdraw that. 
I 

Exactly how do you take a palm print of an individual ?i 

- A Well, we have a hard rubber roller, and we apply some I 
fingerprint ink to a piece of paper or glass and roll the 
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blo-c of ink out so it makes a fairly even film on the 

paper or the glass, and then by rolling -- after this 

thin layer has been spread on the roller, you roll it 

'2 -4~ 3' ~:.L.J:.. . : 

on ~he person's palm, up and down so the whole palm is 

covered, and then you take and starting at the heel you 

press forward on the fingers, and that way get their palm 

print. 

Q And that is what you did with the boy, Chip, of course? 

A Yes. 

), Now, after cbtaining that print of the boy, you took it 

to ycnrpolice headquarters, I take it? 

A Yes, that's right. 

Q And what did you do there? 

A I compared it with this State's Exhibit 55, .this latent 

palm print, brought ln by Detective Grabowski. 

Q And will you describe the manner in which you made that 

comparison? 

A Well, here's 

Q Describe how you compare prints? 

-A Well, first of all you go according to the pattern, try 

to ascertain what type of pattern is in the print, in the 

latent print, and then after you have decided the approxi-

mate location of that pattern in the palm print, you compare 

it with the area on the inked impression with the latent 

print and --
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- ~ Now, referring to State's Exhibit No. -:J':J, the photograph 

that was taken by Grabowski, was this the print of a full 

palm? 

~ No, it's just a portion of a palm. 

Q I see. Continue. 

A And by checking the flow of lines and the pattern, I was 

able to ascertain that it came from what is known as the 

hypothenar of the palm. 

Of what hand? 

The lcf t palm. 

And will you take your hand, please, and show the jury the 

area in which you were able to match State's Exhibit 55 

with Chip's palm print? 

ri This lower portion in here, about the bottom quarter of 

-che palm. 
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Q I see. Now, upon mak.i:-:ig this examination of State's 

Exhioit- _::5 i,;ith the palm print of Chip thaT you cbtained, 

did you come ~o some conclusion, ~ir? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And what conclusion did you come ~o? 

P. They ({ere identical. 

MR. PARRDTO: I wish to offer 

State's Ex.hi bit ~-ro. 55. 

MR. GARMONE: May we see the 8ard 

that he is making the comparison with? 

Q ~re theseooth hands? 

A They are both hands. 

MR. PARRINO: 

and 56-B. 

Marl{ these 

(State's Exhibi: 56-A anal 
56-B, oei~g ~al~ ~rints, 
were mar1rnd for iden­
<-i.f'i . . ' " ... cat:ion. i 

Q Now, showing you what is marked for identification as 

State's Exhibit A and State's Exhibit B, do you recognize 

those, sir? 

THE COURT: What is the nur:1ber? 

Q State's Exhibit 56-A and 56-B, do you recognize those? 

A Yes. 

Q And \'rhat are they, please? 

A They are the inked impression of Chip's palm print, left 
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2nd ~icht ~~lm print. 

:m. PARnINO: 

:State's Exhibit 55, r::,f,_~ - - ...... 

':'HE C 0 U2 ':' : 

Q ~ow, did you go to the Sheppard 

Poelking? 

A Yes, ! did. 

Q And when did you go there? 

" ' ,,, , ... ' 

'>.~.l..l: 

i 
I 

e.nc. 56-3. i 
I 
i 'rhey will be received. 1 
I 

(State's Exhibits 55, 56-~ 
and 56-3 were offered an~ 
received in evidence.) I 

home at any •ime, Officer I 
! 

A The fi::'st time I ~I/as there · . .,8.s July '23. 

',•las ''.lat after t~e C:levele.nd Pol.ice Depa::'tr:.ent officially 

came ~r.to ~he investig~tion? 

A That's corre~t. 

Q And c.t what time of the day was :'...t "chat you wenr: -:here on 

the 3rd? 

A It was approx.ima te ly 8: 30 ir: t:-:e nornini;;. 

G, Tell us what you did there -:::1at ::iay'? 

A Well, I arrived at the sce~e, and I examined Marilyn's 

bedroom where the body 

Q Were you alone when you went there? 

A No. 

Q Who was with you, if anyone? 

A You mean from the station? 

Q Yes. Police officers. 



- /\. There? ;·1as r:e+:ecti '.'e .!:·onbrowski, :>et ec ti •.re Ruble, I:etec ti •1e 

C.i' :Iar2 ·,~as 0TJ the sceIJe, Detecti ·1e ~Jaso was :Jn t-he scene. 

·::) Anc ·::ho 2-!"e Dete~~i ves 2ublc c.r::d Domhrc':lSki? 

A They are two memcers of the ~aboratory team. 

0 They ';rnrk in the same U!""li °t that ~'OU '.·:or!c :!..:-i, is that correct!? 
i 
! 

fl. That 1 s c'.)r~ect. 

G. And Detectj_ues C' :-Iara and Naso, who are they'? 

A They are -- Dete~tive 0 1 Hara is a ~ember of the homicide 

Squad_. :.::.nd. l:~tecti ve Naso is 2 :::ember af the Detective 

::'.:.rec.u, and ::e '.".'8 s ~ssie;r:ed to the .:-tomicide U:11 t for the 

tine Deinz. 

I"' .,,,, - ~ow, did you go into t-he room of ~aril:m Sheppard? 

.\ °'.!ef), I did. 

0 '\nd did ynu make an e::aminati o:i of her l"'ed at any point? 

~ 

. ' Yes, I did. 

.) 

' :-ii. I made :J. f~ngerprint exar..in?tion, ~xamir.ed it I°' or la tent 

firi:?;erprints. 

Q What parts of the bed did you e:x3.Inine? 

A l examined ~he co~plete bed, that is, the headboard, the 

,osts, the rail at the bottom, and the head board. 

r; And how did :'ou do that? 

A 3y dusting it with a fingerprint powder. - Q And describe to the jury the manner in which you did that--

in which you dusted that bed with powder. 



Well, I had ~ ~-wo-j :;ch 0amel :..,air rr11~1-. ~nd ' ~ 1 i - - . , .:..le, ,, J riy app y ne; 

2 ~hin coati~g cf t~e ro~der ~o the brush and ~hen applyingj 
! 

this pmrder ~o the bed, ::: ·.r2s 9.blE:> t-o -- .tf ,_~ere :1..s a latent 

print on the bed_. or on any ob~ect '··'hich you 2.re e::v::'lrrtinine;, 

the r;owder ··:111 adhere to the rid;es cf ":!':.e !.,ingerprint 

o:r palm print, whatever ~J::~ C3.8e ma:r be. 

C. !~ow, as you eX2.!"",ired that bed did you f:!..nd 2nythin~, sir? 

h Yes, I did • 

. - On ;;hat por::l..on of ·,:he bed did you find so:-ne~::i::g? 

Cn the headboard. 

;\nd ~·;t-iereabouts on the headboard? 

A Well, it was 10 ~~ches froM the right Ride of the bed. -
'I".1.1a·c ic considerinc tha,_ ··rould he -:be eas-: f::>o:n ':he 

east the eastern side of the bed. 

~!ow, what, i.:' ar.ythins:: did :rou find? 

~ ~ell, I found a laTent fince~pri~t. 

::' Now., -.-1}-:R. t did ~:-011 io when ~.rou r"'ound ~~at? 

I ~ook q photograph of it. 

Q How did you do that? 

A We have what we call c. fingerprint camera, a fixed focus 

camera, and it is made especially for fingerprint ~·:ork. 

It does not distort the print. It keeps t~e print the same 

size. It is not lilce a 4 by 5 camera, a Craflex camera. 

It is made just for fingerprints, and it does not ~ake the 

print larger or smaller. It is the same identical size. 
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: ~a~owdered it with tlack powder, and ~hen made a lift 

of t~e latent print. 

C'. When you say you made c:i lift, what do you mean by that? 

A Well, I repowdered wit'.-1 a black :;:iowder, and in t!lat way the 

ridges that were white, the black ;'OWder ad.."iered to the 

.-1hit~ ridges and it became black, and I used a fingerprint 

~ifti~g ~ape, it is like similar to Ccotch tape. It is a 

cellulose tc>,pe. It is ~ransparert. 

~ Will you describe to the jury how you use that cellulose 

It ~-s about an inch and a half wide, and it comes :1.n a 

:::'egular roll, and 'vhen :'oU develop a latent rrint ·.iith :rour 

:-iowder you cut off a portion of :rour tape and apply it to 

the print,and as you 9ick it up the powder adheres to the 

: ape, .J.nd :/ou put 1 t d.m·m on a white card, and then you have i 

your contrast, the black on t,~e white, and the tape is 

transparent and you can see through it. 

Q After you placed this tape, then, against that bed you 

removed the tape, is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q And what did you do with that tape after you re~oved it? 

A I placed it on a la tent fi.ngerprint card. It is a special 

card we have for the mounting of latent prints. 
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- New, did you take that back to t~e ~cien~ific Identification1 

.3L~reau '? 

!)id you make a comparison of that print with any other 

)rints at any time? 

A Yes, I did. 

r.::: ).nd when did you begin making those comparisons? 

A That was -- let's see -- on August the 3rd. August 3. 

!"'-
lql, ~/hat comparison did you make? 

A I compared them with Dr. Sam Sheppard's prints. 

Q Had you taken Dr. Sam Sheppard's prints? 

A I didn't take them, no. -
Q And where did you get Dr. Sam Sheppard's prints? 

A They were turned over to me by Detective Ruble. 

Q Who is he, please? 

A He is attached to the Fingerprint Division of the 

Scientific Bureau. 

Q Will you describe to the jury what comparison you made? 

A I compared the prints of Dr. Sam Sheppard with the latent 

print just mentioned, and I found that the left thumb 

of Sam Sheppard was identical with this latent print 

found at the headboard. 

Q Now, you say that this print that you found at the headboard - was 10 inches from the top? 

A No. One inch from the top and 10 inches from the right 
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- side of the bed, that is, if you were lying on the bed 

it would be your right side. 

Q You stated, of course, did you not, that you removed that 

print on the 23rd of August, did you not? 

A 23rd of July. 

Q 23rd of July. I'm sorry. Is that the date? 

A '!he latent print from the bed? 

Q Yes. 

A It was on the 23rd of July. 

Q Fine. 

MR. PARRINO: You may inquire. 

- CROSS EXAMINATION OF JEROME POELKING 

By Mr. Corrigan: 

Q Mr. Poelking, was that the only place that you examined, 

the bed? 

A No, sir, it is not. 

Q What other places did you go to in the house? 

A I examined the doors on that same room. 

Q What? 

A I examined the closet doors and the door leading into the 

room and the framework around the door. 

Q Did you examine the inside of the door? 

- A On the inside of the door? 

Q Yes. 
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Yes, I did. 

Inside of the closet door? 

Yes, sir, I did • 

Did you examine the jamb inside the closet door? 

No, I didn't. 

Did you make a report of what examination you made? 

Yes, I did. 

Do you have it with you? 

No, I haven't. 

Can I see it? 

~ .. 0ry ! 

' - ~ .. ,...,, t •-' I 

A I haven't it with me, right now. I don't have it with me. 

Q Can you bring it over so I can look at it? 

A I don't have it with me, no. 

Q. 'ilell, you did look at it before you came over here, didn 1 t 

you? 

A 'I'he report? 

Q. Yes. 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Well, you refreshed your recollection, didn't you? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Did you just remember all this without looking at your 

report from --

A I have notes. 

Q Well, you looked at your notes? 

A That's right. 
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Q That would be the normal thing to do before you testify? 

A That is correct. 

Q You looked at your notes? 

A Right. 

Q, And your notes show what you examined? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, can I have your notes? 

A They are over at the office. 

Q Will you bring them over tomorrow? 

A I sure will. 

Q Now, the first connection you had with it, Mr. Poelking, 

as I understand it, was the presentation to you of a 

fingerprint that was or of a palm print that was taken 

by Mr. Grabowski? 

A That's right. 

Q And that was along sometime in the early part of July? 

A That's right. 

Q Now, was that handed to you by Detective Grabowski, or how 

did it come to your attention? 

A Mr. Grabowski gave it to me. 

Q And Mr. Grabowski himself is a capable fingerprint man, 

isn't he? 

A Yes. 

Q The lines -- when you examined this, -- you have microscopes1 
I 

over there, haven't you, for the purpose of making an 
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examination? 

We have magnifying glasses for fingerprin0 work, yes. 

They a.re powerful magnifying glasses? 

They will magnify four to five times, I would say. 

' ' Q Do you have the magnifying glass that has the deep penetratidn? 

A Are you speaking of a microscope or a magnifying glass? 

Q No. I am speaking of a magnifying glass that has a deep 

penetration of the picture so that all the details of the 

picture arebrought out, or of the fingerprint. 

A ~'/ell, this e;lass that we have magnifies four and a half, 

five times, and it is sufficiently strong to bring out all 

points necessary to make an identifica~ion. 

Q You don't have to have any stronger magnifying glass than 

that in your business in order to make a proper identificatioh 

of a fingerprint or a palm print? 

A That is correct. 

Q Now, then, sometimes the fingerprint is blurred, ~s it not? 

A The latent print, you mean? You mean the print found at 

different crime scenes? Is that what you are speaking of now~ 

Q I don't understand the word "latent." How do you use that 

word in your language? 

A It is a -- the meaning is -- it actually means hidden, and 

by that I mean that is the term they use for fingerprint 

work. Latent print, prints found at the scene of a crime 

ortentimes you will find a pr:l.nt, they call it a latent 



- print, but I mean you can see it without dusting. You can 

see i~ with the naked eye. 

Q But there are methods, are there not -- I will :·11 thdraw 

that. 

If I take a piece of glass like that, and now lay 

my hand do~m there on it, and the sweat, and so forth, 

attaches to the glass, you can see that readily? 

A Sure, yes. 

Q Now, there are also fingerprints that are hidden, that are 

onl::/ brought out by J..lSing -- you using your skill in 

discovering them? 

A That is correct. - r 
""'· That is, the ordinary person and you wouldn 1 t be able to 

distinguish them, but by usin~ skill developed in the 

fingerprint science you can oring out fingerprints that 

are not discoverable by just looking at the surf ace or by 

ordinary light, or by the use of a magnifying glass? 

fl.. ~·Jell, it all depends on what type of surface it is. 

Q Well, let 1 s take the most favorable kind of surface. 

A The most favorable kind of surface? 

Q Yes. 

A It all depends on the amount of pressure and 

Q Yes. Well, what I am trying to develop, Mr. Poelking, 

·- through your testimony is that you can develop, and the 

science of developing fingerprints has been developed to 
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- the point where you can develop hidden fingerprints? 

Tha-c is right. 

~; Now, in your development of your knowledge of this subject, 

when you look at this exhibit of this hand and this palm, 

could you not tell that it was a child's palm? 

A Not necessarily. 

Q, Well, aren't you able to tell in your lrnowledge of this 

subject the difference between the paJ.m of a child and the 

palm of an adult? 

A Not all the time. 

Q What? 

A Not all the time, no. -
,..., 
le:, Sometimes you can? 

A You can guess at it. 
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well, can you guess at it? 

'-1 _G A \Jx\. You can guess at this, yes. 

Q And as you look at that, you know that it demonstrates to 

you the palm of a child? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q You didn't. That was the only fingerprint that was 

brought in the office of the Cleveland Police Department, 

that palm print, that you saw? 

A When? Do you mean on the 4th? 

Q Before you went out. I understand you went out on the 

23rd of July? 

A That's correct. - Q That\'as the only one that wasbrought in there? 

A That's right. 

Q Now, then, did you do some fingerprinting in ~he vicinity 

of the 3heppard home? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And how many people did you fingerprint? 

A Oh, all together, including the other men that went out 

there? 

Q. Yes. 

A There were 46 people palm printed, a total of 92 prints. 

Q 92 prints were made about the neighborhood. Were you at 

- Dr. Sheppard's home on the Friday following the 4th of 

July? 
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- A No, I wasn't. 

Q Do you know that there was some member of your depar'tment: 

that was there on Friday following the 4th of July and 

made some prints? 

A I know one of our men went out there. I don't know the 

exact date. 

Do you know who he was? 

A Detective Norman Ruble. 

And he made some prints of the Sheppard family? 

A That's correct:. 

Did you know that Chip, the little ooy, was 'there at the 

time Mr. Ruble was there? - A No, I didn't know that. 

Q You did not know that? 

A No, sir. 

Q But, anyway, you kept taking fingerprints until the 17th 

day of August, when you took the fingerprint of -- or 

the palm print of Chip, the little boy? 

A That's right. 

Q Now, this Exhibit 56-B and 56-A show both the left hand 

and the right hand of Chip? 

A That's right. 

Q This 55 is A -- funny, I can't think of that word. - THE COURT: It's a photograph. 

Q An enlargement? I couldn't think of that word. 
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A State's Exhibit 55? 

Q Yes. I;:. it an enlargement? 

A No. That's the actual size. 

~ That is the actual size? 

A That is correct. 

Q Now, which is this, the right or the left palm? 

A The left palm. 

Q And which of these pictures is the left palm? 

A 56-A. 

Q Now, the only reason I ask if it is an enlargement, it 

seems so much bigger than your picture. 

A No. It's the same size. 

Q What? 

A It's the same size. 

THE COURT: Speak a little 

louder, please. 

THE WITNESS: It's the same 

size. 

Q It's the same size? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Well, now, will you indicate on this left palm what part 

of 55 is shown on 56? Can we use a pencil? Could you 

mark it out with a pencil? 

MR. DANACEAU: If the Court 

please, we object to any marking out. He 
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has shown the jury, he candirect it again. 

He can show the jury the portion without 

marking anything on the exhibit. 

THE COURT: I don't know 

that there would be any serious injury in 

marking the portion that is photographed. 

MR. DANACEAU: All right, then. 

Q Will you do that, Mr. Poelking. 

A Mark the photograph? 

Q Yes, mark this photograph. 
j 

This isn't a photograph. This is the actual ink impression. J 

MR. MAHON: Is that the 

original? 

THE WITNESS : This is the 

original. 

MR. MAHON: We object to 

marking the original. 

THE WITNESS: This is not a 

photograph, this is the original inked impression. 

MR. DANACEAU: We object to marking 

the original. We will agree to have a photostatic 

of that and then have it marked on that. 

MR. CORRIGAN: What's the 

difference? We are going to use it again -

MR. DANACEAU: We don 1 t want 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
i 
I 
i 
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any of this argument. Those are permanent 

records, and we object to them being marked. 

THE COURT: Just a minute, 

gentlemen. Let me get clear what we have 

marked here. 

Do I understand that that small picture 

that we have over here, 55 I think the number 

is, is a photograph of part of this? 

THE WITNESS: No. This is 

the photograph found at the scene -- this ~s 

the print found at the scene, photograph of 

the print found at the scene. - THE OOURT: And it has 

nothing to do with this? 

THE WITNESS: Oh, yes. 

THE COURT: All right. 

THE WITNESS: This is Chip's 

palm print. I made an inked impression of 

his palm print and I compared it with this 

latent impression, the impression found out 

at the scene, and I found this to be identical 

with Chip's. 

MR. CORRIGAN: Now, what I want 

marked, your Honor, so that I can make a proper 

exalhination of it, is what part of the 



THE COURT: 56-A shows :55? 

MR. CORRIGAN: No. What part 

of 55 is shown on 56-A. 

Now, can we mark that? 

THE COURT: I see no 

objection, Mr. Danaceau. 

MR. DANACEAU: We can have a 

photo of that original record, and then mark 

it on the photo. That is the original palm 

print, that is not a copy of it. That's the 

original. 

MR. G ARMONE: He is not 

destroying it in any way. 

MR. DANACEAU: He certainly is 

defacing it by putting a mark on it. 

MR. G ARMONE: He is only going 

to mark that portion that represents 55. 

MR. DANACEAU: Whatever mark :!.s 

put on that original palm print -- that is not 

a photo of it, that is an original palm print --
will deface it. 

MR. CORRIGAN: What difference 

will it make? - THE COURT: When we get through, 

we will get to the business. 
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- If you now make some pencil markings on 

this original, could you erase them out without 

any showin; whatever later? 

THE WITNESS: I don ' t know as 

I could erase them. I wouldn't want to touch 

the inked impression with an eraser. 

THE COURT: This is an original 

police record? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COURT: Well, I think, 

Mr. Corrigan, we ought to have a photostatic 

copy of it. 

'- Q. Have you got a photograph of it? 

A I can have one made. 

Q, All right. You bring that over tomorrow and you can mark 

the photograph. 

Now, Mr. Poelking, I asked you to bring 'tomorrow I 
'I 

your notes so that I can check just what places you went 

in the house on the 23rd day of July. 

A I went completely through the house. 

Q You went completely through the house on the 23rd day of 

July? 

A That's correct. 

- Q, Now, as I understand it, this palm print that we now have 

in court and which we were discussing, was taken on the 
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- 17th day of August? 

A Chip's palm print? 

Yes. 

A That's right. 

Q And part of that time you and a number of other men had 

been going around through Bay Village taking palm prints 

of a number of people? 

A That is correct. 

·~ Now, the 23rd day of July, or that, you say, was the time 

~hat the Cleveland Police Department took over the investi-

gation? 

A Yes. - Q And how do you know that they took over the investigation 

at that time? 

A I was instructed to go out there, out to the Bay Village 

residence of Dr. Sheppard. 

Q Was there some meeting that you attended or you were aware 

of? 

A No. 

Q Whereby the Cleveland Police Department took char·~ of the 

investigation? 

A No, sir. 

Q. There was not? 

- A Not that I know of. 

Q You had received your instructions from whom? 
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A Inspector McArthur. 

Q Now, in the Detective Bureau, besides fingerprint 

do you do any work besides the fingerprint work? 

A I compare the latent prints; I look for latent prints; 

I take photographs of crime scenes. 

Q. But your work pretty much is confined to that particular 

branch of the scientific investigation, is that so? 

A That's right. 

Q Now, you have other branches of scientific investigation 

up there, do you not? 

A That's right. 

Q. And what are they? 

A The laboratory, they have to do with the chemical analysis 

of different things. 

Q Yes. 

A And we have the photographic laboratory. They've the 

developing of the photographs and the.printing of the 

photographs. 

And then the men that handle the prisoners as they 

are brought in, photograph and fingerprint the prisoners, 

take down their physical description, and things of that 

nature. 

Q Now, on the 23rd, when you went there in the morning, did 

- you make any photographs of the blood stains on the wall? 

A Not on the 23rd, no. 
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Q Did you at any time? - A Yes, I did. 

Q And when did you make the photographs of the blood stains 

on the wall? 

A That was approximately the 6th of August. 

Q. And do you have those photographs? 

A I don't have them with me, no. 

Q, Will you bring them to Court? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you make any analysis of the blood stains on the wall? 

A That's not my job. 

Q You did not, then? 

- A No, sir. 

Q Do you know how to analyze a blood spot on the wall? 

A No, sir. 

Q As to its origin? 

A No, sir. 

·~ The speed with which it hit the wall? 

A No, sir. 

Q And the angle it hit the wall? 

A No, sir. 

Q You do not. All right. Now, then, when you made an 

examination for fingerprints on the 23rd day of July, 

- of course a great many people had been in and out of 

that house, you lcrlew that, didn't you? 



2534 

A No, I didn't. 

Q You didn't? 

A No. 

Q Didn't you have any information about the fact that during 

the week suceeding, especially on the day of the murder, 

there had been a great many people in and out of that 

house? 

A No, I didn't. I wasn't at the scene. 

Q But I say, did you have that information as a detective 

oefore you went out there? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q As to who had been in and out? 

- A No, I didn't know who was in and out. 

Q Did you know that it had been occupied continuously from 

the time of the murder down until you went out there by 

police officers? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q You did not? 

A No, sir. 

Q The only fingerprint that you thought of any importance 

or that you discovered of any importance, was the finger-

print on the bed,of Sam Sheppard? 

A That's right. 

- Q Of course -- did you find his fingerprint on any other 

parts of the room? 
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A No, I did not. 

Q Just one fingerprint on the bed? 

A That's right. 

Q What other part of the room did you examine besides the 

bed? 

A I examined the closet door, the bedroom door, the door 

in the west bedroom that is adjacent 

Q Wait until I find the west bedroom. Was that Chip's room? 

A No. 

Q The west bedroom, yes, that would be the one towards 

Elyria? 

A That's correct. 

That's just at the top of the stairs to the left as you 

are coming up. 

Q As _-you go up to the top of the stairs, you go to the left? 

A As you come up the stairs. 

Q Did you examine that door? 

A I examined that door and that door frame. 

Q. And did you examine anything else besides the door and 

that door frame? 

A No, I did not. 

Q And at the top of the stairs you examined the door frame 

entering into the room? 

- A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q And how much of that door frame did you examine? 



2536 

A The complete frame. -
Q That is, the top of it? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Well, you didn't expect to find any fingerprints up on 

top, did you? 

MR. DANACEAU: Objection. 

Q But you did examine the top of the frame? 

A Yes, I did. 

,~ And both the inside and the outside of the door? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did you examine the knob of the door? 

A No, I did not. 

Q You had no information about anybody touching that knob 

and ~losing the door prior to you going out there? 

A No, I did not. 

Q And as I understand, you did not examine the jamb inside 

the closet door? 

A That's right. 

Q Did you examine the closet door in the west bedroom? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Did you examine·the inside of the closet door in the west 

bedroom? 

A In the west bedroom? 

Q. Yes. 

A No, I didn't. 
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Q Did you examine the closet doors in any other part of 

the house upstairs? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Except the closet door in the bedroom? 

A That's right. 

o In Marilyn's bedroom. Was anything brought to you, 

Mr. Poelking, by the Police Department of the City of 

Cleveland or by anybody else to examine for fingerprints? 

Was anything brought to you? 

A No, there wasn't. 

Q There was not. Now, if I get it correctly, your examination: 

as an expert consisted of taking some fingerprints,palm 

i ·prints in Bay Village, of taking the impression of Chip's 
I 

A 

i !,t' and, , is that right? 
I ;t.~ 

: That's right. 

Q J And of going there on July 23rd and making an examination 

of the frame of the door of the bedroom, the door of the 

bedroom, the door of the closet and the beds in the bedroom,, 

and the door -- or the frame of the west bedroom, is that 

correct? 
I . 

A 
I . 
1 '\/ That's right. 
i 

Q 

-
I /Now, have I repeated oompletely what you have done in your 

I examination? 
' 

A .JExamination for fingerprints, yes. ,, 
! 

Q. , J And you examined nothing else? 



- A 
''( 

-

-

2538 

No, sir. 

MR. CORRIGAN: Now, I think that 

what the balance of my examination of 

Mr. Poelking will be will consist of some 

examination about that palm print and the 

Exhibit 55, and I want to excuse him at 

this time until he can return with those, 

your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. That 

is all we need from you today. You bring 

those in the morning. 

THE WITNESS: 

Honor. 

MR. CORRIGAN: 

please, I would like 

the court room. 

THE COURT: 

MR. CORRIGAN: 

MR. GARMONE: 

recall Mr. Drenkhan, 

THE COURT: 

you mean? 

MR. GARMONE: 

mean today. 

THE COURT: 

Mr. 

not 

All right, your 

If the Court 

Drenkhan recalled to 

Sir? 

Mr. Drenkhan. 

We would like to 

today but --

The patrolman, 

Yes. We don't 

You mean you want 
f 

I 
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to re-examine him? 

MR. CORRIO AN : I wan to re-examine 

him on something that is entirely new that wasn't 

touched on. 

THE COURT: All right. When 

do you want him? 

MR. CORRIGAN: Any time. 

MR. G ARMONE: At the Court's 

convenience. 

MR. CORRIGAN: At the Court's 

convenience or the Prosecutor's convenience. 

He is their witness, your Honor. - THE COURT: Let the Prosecutor 

take care of that so that he will fit in with 

the other witnesses. 

MR. PARRINO: We will call him 

tonight, Judge. 

• THE COURT: Have you an idea 

as to how long you will take with Mr. Drenkhan? 

That may have something to do with the time. 

MR. CORRIGAN: I haven't. I 

have something that I consider important to 

ask him, and I want to examine him 

THE COURT: Will it take al 

hour or a half a day? 
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MR o CORRIO AN : Oh, no, no. 

It might be 15 minutes at the most. rt will 

not be a very long examination. 

THE COURT: Will you make 

that arrangement or will the court make it? 

MRo MAHON: We will call him, 

Judge. 

MR. PARRINO: We will call him •. 

THE COURT: Can you do some-

thing more this afternoon, gentlemen? 

MR. MAHON: I don't think so. 

I 

.• 1. ,. ,., I 
'..J.:._!._ i.:e:u 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen 

of the jury, it works out every afternoon that we 

must leave early. 

We will now be adjourned until 9:15 tomorrow 

morning without any formality whatever. Please 

do not discuss this case in the meantime. 

(Thereupon, at 4:15 o'clock, p.m., an 

adjournment was taken until 9:15 o'clock, a.m., 

Wednesday, November 24, 1954.) 
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Wednesday Morning Seaaion, November 24, 12sJ!, 9:15 a.m. 

Thereupon JEROME POELKINO reauaed the 

stand and teatitied further aa tollowa: 

CROSS-EXAMIHATIOH OP JKROMK POELKIHG (CONTINUED) 

By Mr. Corrigan: 

Q Were you able to make the picture, Mr. Poelking? 

A Sir? 

Q Were you able to mak• the picture? 

A Yea, air. 

MR. CORRIGAN: 

that, please? 

Will you ll&l'k 

(Detendant•a Exhibit UU, 
being a photograph, waa 
marked tor identification~) 

Q We will call that Detendant'a Exhibit UV, Mr. Poelk1ng. 

Comparing that to State'• Bxbibit 55, i• Detendant•a Exhibit 

UU the aaae portion ot the band aa ia ahown on State'• 

Exhibit 55? 

A The aaae portion ot the band in State'• Exhibit 55 1• 

1ncl~ded in Detendantta Exhibit uu. 
Ia there more or the child'• band ahown on Detendant•a 

Exhibit UU than there i• on State'• Kxhib1t 55? 

A Yea, there ia. 

Q Now, will you mark out with a pencil Juat the portion or 



-

the hand that eomparea with the portion or the hand that 

is on State's Exhibit 55? Jllark that out on State's 

Exhibit uu. 

MR. MAHON: Detenae Exhibit uu. 
MR. DAHACEAU: Defense Exhibit uu. 

Q On Defense Exhibit uu. Will you do that with a pencil? 

A In pen. 

Q In pen, that's all right. Juat ao that I have it marked. 

(Witness compliea with requeat.) 

Q Now, you have drawn an ink mark around the part or the 

pal• that is shown on State•a Bxh1b1t 55? 

A Yea. 

Q Let me put it so we have it correct. You have drawn on 

Defendant'• Rxbibit uu the part or the boy'• pal• that 

1a ahown on State'• &xb1b1t 55? 

A That'• right. I 

Q 
I 
i Now, looking at State'• Exhibit UU and State'• Exhibit 55 -~ 
i 

MR. IUHOll: That's Defense 

Exhibit uu. 

Q Defense Exhibit UU and Stat•'• Exhibit 55, the State'• 

Exhibit 55 abowa a 11Ucb larger area than you have shown 

on Detenae Exhibit UU, ia that not true? 

A lfo, air. The palaar area ia the aaae, approxilll&tely the 

same. Thia photograph may abow more area or the desk 

than abown there, but the palmar aurtace there --
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MR. CORRIGAN: I Juat want to 

show thia to the Jury, State'• Exhibit UU 

MR. DANACEAU: Defense Exhibit uu. 

MR. CORRIGAN: -- Defense Exhibit 

UU and State's Exhibit 55. 

(State's Exhibit 55 and Defendant's Exhibit UU 

was passed among the Jury.) 
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Q 

A 

How, reterring to Detendant'a Exhibit OU, that is a good 

clear picture, isn't it? 

i 
Q And you can see the ridges in that picture by the naked eye?/ 

A Yes. 

Q You can almost count thell without using a microscope? 

.A Yes. 

Q Now, State's Exhibit 55 is somewhat blurred, isn't it? 

A Ho, it is not. 'lhe lines -- the ridge lines are not 

blurred. 

Q There isn't any coapar1son between State'• Exhibit 55 and 

Detendant'a Exhibit 52 ill relation to the clearness ot the 

two pictures, is there? 

MR. MAHOH: Detendant•a Exhibit OU. 

MR. CORftIGAH: Defendant's Exhibit OU. 

Well, I guess everybody understands by now what 

I am talking about. 

A There is no c011pari1on, did you say? 

Q One is clearer than the other, let's put it that way. 

A Ho, I wouldn't say that. 

Q Well, now, look at them both together and tell me it one 

isn't clearer than the other? 

A Ho. 

Q They are both the saae? 

A They are not both the same. One is a darker -- State's 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
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Exhibit 55 is a little 

Q It is Just as clear? 

A To me it is. 

Q '!hat is what you said? 

A Yes, air. 

MR. PARRINO: To him it is, 

he said. 

Q To him. But is it to the ordinary eye? 

MR. MAHON: Well, how would he 

know what it would be to the ordinary eye? 

MR. CORRIGAN: Well., the Jury 

has looked at it. I will paaa it. 

Q How, this is true, Mr. Poelking., as a handwriting expert, 

Q 

you can tell the difference between the ~ print or a 

child and the pal.II print or an adult, can't you? 

As a 

MR. MAHON: I object to that. 

He 1a not a hand1091ting expert. 

THI COUllT: He hasn't qualified 

as a handwriting expert. 

MR. CORRIGAN: 

'l'HB COURT: 

you ••an. 

MR. CORRIGAN: 

wrong word. 

I beg your pardon. 

Fingerprinting expert, 

Yes. I used the 

ou can tell -- ou are a 
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print expert, are you not? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You can tell the difference between the palm print ot a 

child and a palm print of an adult, can't you? 

A You mean the complete palm print or Just a portion? 

Q Well, let me say the complete pallll print. 

A Hot all the time. 

Q You cannot. Isn't it a tact that in your expert business 

that you know that the ridges -- and when I talk about the 

ridges, that is what you count, the friction ridges, 

A 

Q 

isn't it? 

The friction ridges, that's correct. 

And those are those lines that we can all see on our hand? 

A That's right. 

Q And those friction ridges are -- they have a ditterent 

pattern -- everybody haa a ditterent pattern? 

A Ditterent pattern? 

Q Yea. 

A There are no fingerprints or pala prints identical. 

Q That's what I aean. And on those ridges, what you call 

friction ridges, the ridges that touch the surrace, there 

are pores, are there not? 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir, there are. 

Many thouaanda ot porea? 

A Yes, air, there are pores. 
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Q And those pores that are in the friction ridges create 

a separate pattern also, don't they? 

A The pores themselves have a distinct pattern or their own. 

Q That is, as a fingerprint expert there are at least two 

things that you consider in determining a fingerprint: 

The ridge•, the oirclea, and ao torth, and the pores that 

are in the surtace, is that right? 

A I don't -- in examining a latent print, fingerprint? 

Por what purpose? 

Q Well, when you exaaine a fingerprint there are two separate 

patterns that are distinct in every person's tinger; the 

ridges, that is distinct, isn't it? 

A 'Dlat's right. 

Q And the pores that are in the ridge• are distinct? 

A '!hat's right. 

Q Now, then, when you get a part ot a pal.a print, tor 

:lnatance, it you would get part ot my pal.a print here, 

you could tell, could you not, that that was the palm 

print ot an adult? 

A Just a portion? 

Q Yes. The portion. 

A Hot all the tiae you can't. 

Q Well, could you som.etillea? 

A Scaetiaea, yea. 

Q And it you get the pal.a pr:l.nt ot a child, there is a 
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distinct difference, tor instance, in the pala print --- or the part or a palm print of a six-year-old child and 

the palm print of a man of my age, about 80? Cb, no. 

Past 60. 

A Well, in an adult, the friction ridges sometimes are larger. 

It all depends on the type ot work that the person does. 

Occupation baa a lot to do with it, and it the person is 

a large person, they might have larger ridges and more 

space between th ... 

In the child you usually find that there is less 

apace between the ridges, but sometimes in an adult feaale 

with a saall hand, it would be very difficult to determine 

whether it was a child or an adult. 

Q Well, in a child the ridges are closer together, are they 

A ottentimes, yea. 
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Than they are in an adult. AB we grow and develop, the 

-"IC 3 ridges in the hand &row and develop, too, don't they? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, the palm print that was taken by Mr. Grabowski first 

came to your attention when? 

A On the 5th or July. 

Q On the 5th of July? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And at that time was it that you went out to take other 

palm prints in the neighborhood? 

A About that time was it? 

Q Yes. 

'- A Ho, it wasn't, not myself. I didn't go out in the neighbor-

hood at that time. 

Q But somebody did from your departaent? 

A Shortly after, I understand someone did, yea. 

Q Do you know who it was? 

A Detective Mo?'llAll Ruble. 

Q Who? 

A Detective Norman Ruble. 

Q He is another fingerprint expert in your department? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And how many days did he spend, if you know, taking palm 

prints in the neighborhood? -
A I couldn't say definitely. 



Q But he did take quite a number? 

- A He took some. I don't know exactly who they were. I know 

the Sheppard family was involved. 

Q And then there came a time when you went out? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And pave you got the date? 

A The date that I went out? 

Q Yes. 

A I originally went out on July 23rd. 

Q But did you go out before that? 

A No, sir. 

Q That was the first time that you entered into the matter 

of making any investigation, is that correct? 

A No. I compared the palm prints that had been turned in to 

me against the palm prints found at the scene previous to 

July 23rd. 

Q Well, then, other men had been taking palm prints before 

the 23rd? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q And do you know 1r there waa anybody elae besides 

Mr. Ruble? 

A No, I canJt say. 

Q And those palm prints that were taken were turned in to 

- your department? 

A Yes, sir. 
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Q Are you the head of the department, Mr. Poelking? 

A No, sir. 

Q Who is the head of that particular department? 

A Sergeant BlahL •• 

Q And was everything done under the direction of the Sergeant 

in regard to your work of comparing palm prints, and so 

forth? 

A The Sergeant supervises all my work. 

Q Now, then, on the 23rd you went out, that was July 23rd, 

A 

Q 

A 

you went out directly on a mission that was assigned to you? 

Yes, sir. 

And accompanying you at that time there were a number or 

other men? 

No. There was two other men. 

Q Sergeant O'Hara? 

A No, sir. They didn't accompany me out there. 

Q Well, were they out there on that day, the 23rd? 

A Yea, they were. 

Q Will you tell me the namea or the officers that were with 

you on the 23rd, or in the house, from the Cleveland Police 

Department, on tbe 23rd? 

A 

Q 

Detective Dombrowski, Detective Norman Ruble, Detective 

O'Hara, Detective Maso and Detective Popovich and Sergeant 

Lockwood, and a number or others. I don't recall them all. 

And before you went out, did you have a meeting? 
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A Ho, sir. 

'- ' Q Who was the organizer of this group that went out on that 

particular day? 

A r\~wouldn' t know. 

Q Well, you had some knowledge, didn't you --

MR. DAHACEAU: We object to 

this. The witness has answered the question. 

There is no need to argue with him. 

THE COVRT: He saya he doesn't 

know. 

Q You don't know? 

A No, sir. 

- Q Who did you get your orders from? 

A Inspector McArthur. 

Q And were the other aen there when you received your orders? 

A Mo, they won't. 

Q But you met all these orr1cera out at the houae? 

A I saw them out at the house, that's right. 

Q And who was in charge at the house? 

A Sergeant Lockwood. 

Q This gentleman that is sitting here? 

A Yes. 

Q And he waa there? 

- A Yes, sir. 

Q And then you proceeded to take theae fingerprints upstairs? 
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A Yes, sir. - Q And did you know that there hadbeen a great many people in 

that bedroom before you went in there on the 23rd? 

A I didn't know that to my own knowledge, no. 

Q But you did learn it, didn't you? 

A I heard rumors. 

Q What? 

A I heard rumors. I knew an inveatigation had been con-

ducted. 

Q Well, what were you to investigate, you, particularly, 

what were you investigating out there? 

A Well, I was to look for fingerprints, any evidence of 

- value, and to take photographs when necessary. 

Q What fingerprints were you looking for? 

A I was looking for any f1ngerpr1nta in the death room. 

Q And did you examine the both beda in the death room? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And did you find no fingerprints at all except Sam 

Sheppard's fingerprint? 

A I found Sam Sheppard's fingerprint on --

Q On the bed? 

A On the one bed, Marilyn's bed. 

Q Yes. You told that. 

- A And none on the other bed. 

Q Well, did you find no fingerprint ot any kind? 
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A Yes, I did. 

Q What? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q What else did you find except Saa Sheppard's? 

A I found some palm prints that belonged to one of the 

detectives on the scene. 

1ls?l 

Q And where was the palm print belonging to the detective on 

the scene? 

A That was on the door leading into the bedroom. 

Q On the door leading into the bedroom? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you find any fingerprints of Mrs. Sheppard? 

A No, I did not. 

Q Did you have her fingerprint? 

A Yea, I did. 

Q Did you find any fingerprints ot Chip? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Well, did you find partial blurred fingerprints or any 

kind? 

A I found some tingerprinta, yea. They belonged to the 

detective, also. 

Q They belonged to also the detective? 

A Yes, sir. 

And where were they? 

A They were on the same door. 
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Q On the sue door? 

- A Yes. 

Q Whose fingerprints were those? 

A Detective Carmen Naso. 

Q And was he with you that day? 

A He was there that day. 

Q Had he been there before? 

A I don't know. 

Q And what was the palm print that you found, what detective 

was that? 

A Carmen Naso. 

Q Did you find any blurred fingerprints? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Ho sign of a f1n&erprint at all of Mrs. Sheppard or Chip? 

A lo, sir. 

Q Or any or the people that had been in that room? 

A No, sir. 

Q You did not? 

A Mo, sir. 

Q Now, then, did you find any evidence of -- when you talk 

about fingerprints, did you find any evidence of the pore 

pattern or anybody in that room? 

A Ho, I didn't. 

Q Did you look for it? 

A Yes, I did. 

I 
j 

I 
I 
i 

I 
' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Q Did you take photographs? 

A 

Q 

Yes, I did. 

or the bed? 

A Yes, I did. 

~.15!J 

Q Did you know that Sam Sheppard had been in that room after 

July 4th? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Did anybody tell you that? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did they tell you that he had been in that room on two 

occasions, on the 9th and on the 12th? 

A 

Q 

No, they didn't. 

They did not? 

A No, sir. 

Q You didn't take any fingerprints downstairs? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Now, then, you took that fingerprint. Did you take the 

detective's fingerprint down to the station, the photo­

graph of that? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Developed that and found that was the detective's finger­

print? 

A 

Q 

Yea. 

You didn't develop that fingerprint for sometime after-

wards, did you? 
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A Which fingerprint? 

Q The fingerprint of Sam Sheppard on his wife's bed. 

A Yes, 'that was developed. That was developed the following 

day. 

Filmed the following day. And ls it a fact that you were 

asked to go out there to see if you could find any bloody 

fingerprints of Sam Sheppard? 

A No, I wasn't. 

Q What? 

A I wasn't. 

Q But you didn't find any, did you? 

A No, sir. 

Q Now, did you take and did your office take the fingerprints 

of Mrs. Helaa? 

A Yes. 

Q And did you take the fingerprints or these officers at 

Bay Village, Callaban, Drenkhan, Hubach? 

A Yes, air. 

Q All the ofticera out there? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q And they had been in the house? 

A Yes, air. 

Q And the house had been searched, you know that, don't you? 

A I assuae it was. 

Q During the process of your1nvest1gation, Mr. Poelking, did 
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you read the reports that had been made by Mr. Scbottke 

and Mr. Gareau or their first conversation with Dr. Sheppard 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you ever see them? 

A No, sir. 

Q They weren't called to your attention? 

A No, sir. 

Q What were all these other otf icers doing while you were 

around taking the fingerprints -- or examining the door 

and the bed and the room? 

A Conducting an examination there, naturally. 

Q Did you know what it was? 

A Ko, sir. I was busy my-aelt. 

I see. Do you reaeaber, Jllr. Poelking, when you were in 

that room, did you make a aeaaureaent of the distance 

of the top of the mattreaa fro• the floor? 

A Yea, I did. 

Q And what diatance-.a it? 

A Two reet. 

Q 'l'wo feet. Did you stand aloncside the bed? 

A Yea, I did. 

Q 

A 

Q 

And would you stand -- how tall are you? 

Five-ten. 

Five-ten. ~uld you stand up a llinute, Mr. Poelking? 

(Witness complies With request.) 
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-

Q 

A 

-_,,_...,, 

Would you show the jury, if you can remember, where the 

top of the mattress would come on you? 

Just above the knee. 

Q Just above the knee. Now, this fingerprint or Sam's 

that was found on the bed, could you detel"lline when it 

was placed there? 

A No. 

Q You could not? 

A No, sir. 

MR. CORRIGAN: I guess that is 

all, Mr. Poelking. Thank you. 
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REDIRECT EXAXDlATION OP JEROME POELKING 

By Mr. Parrino: 

Q Now, Detective Poelldng, referring again to Detenae 

Exhibit UU and State's Exhibit 55. Now as I look at , 

, .... C",, I ·;a;:_ 'L '-...>~ 

these two photographs, are these photographs made 1n the 

same shade ot one another? 

MR. GARMONE: Objection, unless 

he knows. 

Q As to being light or dark? 

MR. QARJllOHK: All right. 

A Well, there could have been a d1tterent exposure used on 

the one print. Developing will make that latent print 

darker. 

Q How, aa to certain ridges that appear on Detenae Exhibit 

UU, do thoae .... ridge• appear on State's Exhibit 55 to 

you aa an expert? 

A Yea, the7 do. 

Q And referring to State's Exhibit 55, 1n what area do you 

tind the ident1t1able ridge• that you see in Defendant's 

Exhibit UU? 

A In what area ot this print here? 

Q Yea. 

A Here it 1a right here. 

Q Would you step down, please, and ahow that to the Jury? 
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Before you show it to the Jury and while you are in 
' I 

this position, can you mark oft with this pen in 

Exhibit uu --

MR. MAHON: No. State's 

Exhibit --

MR. PARRINO: On De:tendant' s 

Exhibit uu. 

MR. MAHON: That ia marked, 

isn't it? 

Defendant 1J 
I 
! 
' 

the area or identifiable ridges that you find in State's 

Exhibit 55? Can you do that? 

A Yea. 

Q Mark ott the area on here on Defendant'• Exhibit UU. 

What exactly does that represent? 

A That ia the approxiu.te area. 

Q Doea th.at represent the approximate area or the identifiable 

area that 1• shown on State's Exhibit 55? Is that correct? I 

A Yea. 

Q Now, this State's Exhibit 55, ia this a photograph ot the 

A 

Q 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

entire palm print, aa you know it, that was obtained by 

Grabowski? 

Yea. 

Now, referring to State's Exhibit 55, can you mark tor us 

the area on State's Exhibit 55 that is an identifiable 

pala print aa shown on Defendant's Exhibit UU? Can you -----
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do that? 

A Yes. 

(Witness does as requested.) 

MR. PARRINO: All right. Take the 

stand, please. 

May I just show this to the Jury in a 

general way? 

(Mr. Parrino ahowa exhibits to the jury.) 

Q Now, do you have a picture ot that bed poster, sir, that 

you took? 

MR. PAJIRDIO: Mark this State's 

Exhibit 57. 
I 
l 

I 
{State's Exhibit 57, 1 

being a photograph, was I 
marked tor identification~) 

Showing you what ia marked tor 1dent1t1cat1on aa State's 

Exhibit Mo. 57, will you look at that photograph, please, 

and tell the J\U7, it you recognize it? 

Q And what doea that picture repreaent? 

A It represents the place on the headboard or the bed where 

I round th• lert thuab print ot ~. Sam Sheppard. 

Q And by whom waa thi• picture taken? 

A By ayaelt. 

Q When did you take it? 

A July 23. 
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-

Q Doe• 

Does this picture fairly represent the appearance 

or that area as you arrived there on the 23rd ot Ju17? 

A Yes. '!here is powder on the bed. 

Q And who put that powder on the bed, sir? 

A I did. 

MR. PARRINO: Now, I want to 

otter State'• Exhibit Ho. 5~. 

MR. G.ARMONE: 

to the introduction ot it. 

THE COURT: 

We have no obJection 

It will be received. 

(State's Exhibit ~was 
ottered and received in 
evidence.) 

Q How, reterring again to thia -- you aa7 it waa a thUllb 

print on that bed, air? 

A Yea. 

Q waa that a thumb print ot the lett hand or the right hand? 

A X.tt hand. 

Q And what was the direction -- withdraw that. 

Standing on the eaat aide or that bed, what would 

be the direction ot that pala print or that tht111b print, 
I 

assuaing that the bed 1• here, how W0'1ld that thumb print be~ 

Like th1a, up, acroaa, or Juat how? 

A About a 45-degree angle, approx1 .. tely. 

Q Would you step down here, please? 
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Can you illustrate with this photograph as to the 

direction ot that thumb print in this photograph? 

A You mean on the photograph here? 

Q Yes. 

A Do you want me to put my hand on it? 

Q Yea. 

A It would be in this manner. 

Q Could you step down here, please, and then walk down? 

(Witness does aa requeated.) 

MR. GARMONE: What description 

are you giving now? A description ot the 

position or the print on the headboard? 

Hot the description ot ~ hand, Just the 

print, ia that right? 

THI WITNESS: 

board. 

MR. PARRINO: 

The print on the 

'l'alce the stand. 

Q How, tor the purpoaea ot the record, will you describe 

exactly how you had your -- how 7ou tound that thumb print 

on that 'bed? 

Mft. GAJUIOMI: ObJect1on. 

Q Because the record could not ••• how you were holding it, 

you understand, so the stenographer 11&1' have it. 

A About a 45-degree angle, approximately. 
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Q As you would be standing on what side of the bed? 

A On the east. 

Q On the east side or the bed? 

A East side or the bed. 

Q And that would be racing the ceiling or downward? 

A Downward. 

Q Now, did you examine the area to the rear or where you 

round that thumb print, sir? 

A Yea, I did. 

Q 'ftlat would be on the south aide or that --

A Yea. 

Q What would you call that? '!be back or the bed? 

- A I'd call it the back or the headboard. i 

I 
Did you examine the area on the south aide ot that headboard? 

A Yes. 

Q What, if anything, did you see? 

A '?here waa acme partial ridges on the back, fingerprint 

ride••· 

Q Partial ridgea, you say? 

A 'lbat•s right. 

Q And how ll&n7 ot thoae partial ridges did you aee? 

A Oh, it could have been -- you .. an the number or ridges, 

or the --

Q How many partial ridge• did you see that would come troaa 

how many t1ngera? 
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I 
I 

A It looked to me like it might be three fingers. 

to the I 
I 

Q And where exactly were these ridges in relation 

thumb print that you round on the opposite aide ot that I 
t 

I 
I backboard? 
I 
I 

A Approximately opposite. 

Q Were those identifiable, air? 

A No, they weren't. 

MR. PARRINO: I have ottered 

that picture, haven't I? 

THE COURT: Yes. 57 has been 

received. 

MR. PARRIHOi You •81' inquire. 

-
RECROSS aAJllIJUTIOH OF JKROlllB POELKING 

By Mr. Corrigan: 

Q Mr. Poelking, did you measure the height ot this back 

or thia headboard? 

A Did I •aaure the height? 

Q Yea. 

A I had ecae notea --

Jilt. PARRilfOi Mr. Corrigan, we 

can't hear you. 

Q Well, look at your notes and ••• it it shows. 

MR. P.AJUlINOi I still can't hear you. 

MR. CCIUlIOAK: What 1• it you aa7, 
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I 
I 
I 
I 

gentlemen? 

MR. PARRINO: 

Bill. 

Ve can ' t hear you, 

I 
i 
I 
! 
I 
I 
I 

i 
I 
I 
I Q I Look at your notes and see it it shows whether you meaaured I 

the height ot the bedboard. 

MR. CORRIGAN: i am sorry I am 

talking so low this morning. 

A No, I didn't. 

Q You did not? 

A Ho, sir. 

Q Well, it wasn't a very high bedboard? 

A No, it wasn't. 

Q Can you give •• an eat1Jlate ot the height ot it now, 

looking back at it and loo~g at the picture? can you 

give us any idea? 

A I would aay 18 to 20 inches. 

Q And it a peraon were aleep1n£ 1n the bed, lying 1n the 

bed, ot courae, and it there waa a pillow there on the 

mattreaa, that would raise the head up some distance, 

wouldn't it? 

A Yea. 

Q Did you ever hear ot a man cCllling into a bedroom at night 

and kiaa1ng his wite goodnight? 

MR. DAMACBAU: ObJection. 

THB COURT: ObJect1on sustained. 
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MR. C<ERIGAN: That 111 all. 

MR. PARRINO: '1'1at is all. '!hank 

you. 

(Witness excused.) 


